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Liturgy of the Word
Second Sunday of Easter
Year A

First Reading
Acts of the Apostles 2:42-47
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

The faithful lived together and owned
everything in common.

The whole community remained faith-
ful to the teaching of the apostles, to
the brotherhood, to the breaking of
bread and to the prayers.

The many miracles and signs worked
through the apostles made a deep
impression on everyone.

The faithful all lived together and
owned everything in common; they
sold their goods and possessions and
shared out the proceeds among
themselves according to what each
one needed.

They went as a body to the Temple
every day but met in their houses for
the breaking of bread; they shared
their food gladly and generously; they
praised God and were looked up to
by everyone. Day by day the Lord
added to their community those
destined to be saved.

The Word of the Lord

R. Thanks be to God

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 117:2-4. 13-15. 22-24. R. v.1
(R.) Give thanks to the Lord for he is
good, his love is everlasting.
or

(R.) Alleluia!

1. Let the sons of Israel say ‘His love has
no end.’

Let the sons of Aaron say:

‘His love has no end.’

Let those who fear the Lord say:

'His love has no end.' (R.)

2. I 'was thrust, thrust down and falling
but the Lord was my helper.

The Lord is my strength and my song;
he was my saviour.

There are shouts of joy and

victory in the tents of the just. (R.)

3. The stone which the builders
rejected has become the corner stone.
This is the work of the Lord,

a marvel in our eyes.

This day was made by the Lord;

we rejoice and are glad. (R.)

Second Reading
1 Peter 1:3-9
A reading from the first letter of St
Peter

He has given us a new birth as

his children, by raising Jesus

Christ from the dead.
Blessed be God the Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who in his great
mercy has given us a new birth as his
sons, by raising Jesus Christ from the
dead, so that we have a sure hope
and the promise of an inheritance that
can never be spoilt or soiled and nev-
er fade away, because it is being kept
for you in the heavens. Through your
faith, God’s power will guard you until
the salvation which has been pre-
pared is revealed at the end of time.
This is a cause of great joy for you,
even though you may for a short time
have to bear being plagued by all
sorts of trials; so that, when Jesus
Christ is revealed, your faith will have
been tested and proved like gold —
only it is more precious than gold,
which is corruptible even though it
bears testing by fire — and then you
will have praise and glory and hon-
our. You did not see him, yet you love
him; and still without seeing him, you
are already filled with a joy so glori-
ous that it cannot be described, be-
cause you believe; and you are sure
of the end to which your faith looks
forward, that is, the salvation of your
souls.

The Word of the Lord
R. Thanks be to God

Gospel Acclamation

John 20:29

Alleluia, alleluia!

You believe in me, Thomas, because
you have seen me;

happy those who have not seen me,
but still believe!

Alleluia!

Gospel
John 20:19-31
A reading from the holy Gospel ac-
cording to John
After eight days Jesus came in and
stood among them.
In the evening of that same day, the
first day of the week, the doors were
closed in the room where the disci-
ples were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus
came and stood among them. He
said to them, ‘Peace be with you,’

and showed them his hands and his
side. The disciples were filled with joy
when they saw the Lord, and he said
to them again, ‘Peace be with you.

‘As the Father sent me,
so am | sending you.’

After saying this he breathed on them
and said:

‘Receive the Holy Spirit.

For those whose sins you forgive,
they are forgiven;

for those whose sins you retain,
they are retained.’

Thomas, called the Twin, who was
one of the Twelve, was not with them
when Jesus came. When the disci-
ples said, ‘We have seen the Lord’,
he answered, ‘Unless | see the holes
that the nails made in his hands and
can put my finger into the holes they
made, and unless | can put my hand
into his side, | refuse to believe.’” Eight
days later the disciples were in the
house again and Thomas was with
them. The doors were closed, but Je-
sus came in and stood among them.
‘Peace be with you’ he said. Then he
spoke to Thomas, ‘Put your finger
here; look, here are my hands. Give
me your hand; put it into my side.
Doubt no longer but believe.” Thomas
replied, ‘My Lord and my God!" Jesus
said to him:

‘You believe because you can
see me.

Happy are those who have not
seen and yet believe.’

There were many other signs that
Jesus worked and the disciples saw,
but they are not recorded in this book.
These are recorded so that you may
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God, and that believing this
you may have life through his name.

The Gospel of the Lord
R. Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ

The scriptural quotations are taken from the

Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright
1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman
and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, per-
mission of the publishers. The English trans-
lation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia
and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel
Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and
Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lec-
tionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, Inter-
national Committee on English in the Liturgy,
Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from
the English Translation of the Roman Missal

© 2010 International Committee on
English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL).
All rights reserved.
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SECOND SUNDAY OF
EASTER YEAR A
DIVINE MErcy Sunnay

A, Community
N Corner

Choir Practice
Choir in recess

Cenacle Prayer
9.30 am
Fridays after Mass

“Enjoy the Good News”
Wednesdays after Mass
CMR

Cuppa with Mary
MacKillop Tuesday
14th April, 10-11am

At Nola Beatty’s home

Wrap With Love
Tuesday 14th April
10 am BB Library
Wednesday 29th
1-3pm CMR

COFFEE CLUB
Thursdays after 9am
Mass
Venue: Corrigans Cove

Craft Group
Thursdays 10-12
Thursdays
10am CMR
Resumes after
holidays

Thomas in the Mirror
If we’re honest, most of us are a little bit like Thomas.
Not the dramatic “I refuse to believe anything ever” version - but the quieter one:
“I believe... but I'd also really like some clearer evidence, thanks.”

And honestly, who can blame him? The disciples had just been through chaos, confusion, and

grief. By the time we meet them in the Gospel, they're not boldly proclaiming the Resurrection,
they’re hiding behind locked doors. Which, if we’re honest again, sounds a lot like modern life.

Lock the doors, check the news, try not to panic.

And the news lately hasn’t exactly helped. Between cost-of-living pressures, political tensions,
and a growing sense of division both here in Australia and around the world, it’s easy to feel
unsettled - even a little overwhelmed.

Into that kind of world - not a peaceful one, not a certain on—Jesus steps in and says: “Peace
be with you.” Not, “Everything is fine.” Not, “You’ve misunderstood the situation.” Just: Peace.
That’s important. Because Christian peace isn’t the absence of chaos - it’s the presence of
Christ in the middle of it.

This is where voices like Jordan Peterson often speak about confronting chaos and stepping
into responsibility - facing reality as it is, not as we wish it to be. In a deeper way, the Gospel
shows us that Christ doesn’t remove the chaos, He enters it, wounds and all, and transforms it
from within.

And then there’s Thomas. Poor Thomas gets a bad reputation, but he might actually be the
most relatable apostle. He doesn’t pretend. He doesn’t fake it. He just says what many of us
think: “I need to see it for myself.”

And here’s the beautiful part. Jesus doesn’t shame him.

He doesn'’t say, “You should know better.”

He says, in effect, “Come closer.”

As Father Mike Schmitz often reminds us, doubt isn’t the opposite of faith; despair is.

Doubt can actually be the beginning of a deeper, more honest faith... if we bring it to Christ
instead of hiding it. And that’s exactly what Thomas does.

The Gospel ends with a quiet but powerful line: “Blessed are those who have not seen
and have believed.”

That’s us.
Not because we have it all figured out.
Not because we never question.

But because, in the middle of uncertainty—personal, social, even national - we still choose to
trust.

So maybe this week’s invitation is simple:
- When life feels unsettled, don’t just lock the doors — invite Christ in.
- When doubts arise, don’t hide them — bring them closer to Him.
-And when the world feels noisy and divided, remember the first words of the
risen Jesus: “Peace be with you.”

Not as a wish. But as a gift. Joshua Whiteford

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of he land, the Walbunja people of the Yuin Nation.

We pay our respects to their elders, past, present and emerging.




