LITURGY OF THE WORD
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Year C

First Reading 7s6:7-8

A reading from the prophet Isaiah

Here am 1! Send me.

In the year of King Uzziah’s death I
saw the Lord seated on a high throne;
his train filled the sanctuary; above
him stood seraphs, each one with six
wings. And they cried out to one
another in this way, ‘Holy, holy, holy
is the Lord of hosts. His glory fills the
whole earth.” The foundations of the
threshold shook with the voice of the
one who cried out, and the Temple
was filled with smoke. I said:*What a
wretched state I am in! I am lost,for I
am a man of unclean lipsand I live
among a people of unclean lips,and
my eyes have looked at the King, the
Lord of hosts.”Then one of the seraphs
flew to me, holding in his hand a live
coal which he had taken from the altar
with a pair of tongs. With this he
touched my mouth and said: ‘See now,
this has touched your lips,your sin is
taken away, your iniquity is
purged.’Then I heard the voice of the
Lord saying: ‘Whom shall I send?
Who will be our messenger?’l
answered, ‘Here I am, send me.’

The Word of the Lord

R. Thanks be to God

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 137:1-5. 7-8. R. v.1

(R.) In the sight of the angels I will
sing your praises, Lord.

1. I thank you, Lord, with all my
heart,you have heard the words of my
mouth. Before the angels I will bless
you. I will adore before your holy
temple.

2. 1 thank you for your faithfulness
and love  which excel all we ever
knew of you. On the day I called, you
answered; you increased the strength
of my soul.

3. All earth’s kings shall thank you
when they hear the words of your
mouth. They shall sing of the Lord’s
ways ‘How great is the glory of the
Lord!”

4. You stretch out your hand and
save me, your hand will do all things
for me. Your love, O Lord, is eternal,
discard not the work of your hands.
(R.) In the sight of the angels I will
sing your praises, Lord.

Second Reading 1 Cor 15:1-11
A reading from the first letter of St

Paul to the Corinthians
1 preach what they preach, and this is what you
believe.

Brothers, I want to remind you of the
gospel I preached to you, the gospel

that you received and in which you are
firmly established; because the gospel
will save you only if you keep
believing exactly what I preached to
you — believing anything else will not
lead to anything. Well then, in the
first place, I taught you what I had
been taught myself, namely that Christ
died for our sins, in accordance with
the scriptures; that he was buried; and
that he was raised to life on the third
day, in accordance with the scriptures;
that he appeared first to Cephas and
secondly to the Twelve. Next he
appeared to more than five hundred of
the brothers at the same time, most of
whom are still alive, though some
have died; then he appeared to James,
and then to all the apostles; and last of
all he appeared to me too; it was as
though 1 was born when no one
expected it. I am the least of the
apostles; in fact, since I persecuted the
Church of God, I hardly deserve the
name apostle; but by God’s grace that
is what I am, and the grace that he
gave me has not been fruitless. On the
contrary, I, or rather the grace of God
that is with me, have worked harder
than any of the others; but what
matters is that I preach what they
preach, and this is what you all
believed.

The Word of the Lord

R. Thanks be to God

Gospel Acclamation

Mt 4:19

Alleluia, alleluia!

Come follow me, says the Lord,
and I will make you fishers of my
people. Alleluia!

Gospel  Lk5:1-11

A reading from the holy Gospel
according to Luke

They left everything and followed him.

Jesus was standing one day by the lake
of Gennesaret, with the crowd
pressing round him listening to the
word of God, when he caught sight of
two boats close to the bank. The
fishermen had gone out of them and
were washing their nets. He got into
one of the boats — it was Simon’s —
and asked him to put out a little from
the shore. Then he sat down and
taught the crowds from the boat.
When he had finished speaking he
said to Simon, ‘Put out into deep
water and pay out your nets for a
catch.” ‘Master,” Simon replied ‘we
worked hard all night long and caught
nothing, but if you say so, [ will pay
out the nets.” And when they had done
this they netted such a huge number of
fish that their nets began to tear, so
they signalled to their companions in

the other boat to come and help them;
when these came, they filled the two
boats to sinking point. When Simon
Peter saw this he fell at the knees of
Jesus saying, ‘Leave me Lord; [ am a
sinful man.” For he and all his
companions were completely
overcome by the catch they had made;
so also were James and John, sons of
Zebedee, who were Simon’s partners.
But Jesus said to Simon, ‘Do not be
afraid; from now on it is men you will
catch.” Then, bringing their boats back
to land, they left everything and
followed him.

The Gospel of the Lord

R. Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the
Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright

1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and

Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used
by permission of the publishers.

REFLECTION by Fr Michael Tate

Fish in the Sea of Divine Life

Peter was a fisherman. Jesus had been
brought up in a carpenter’s household.
Jesus tells Peter when and how to fish.
This gets under Peter’s skin. He tells Jesus
a few facts of life about night fishing on
the Lake of Gennesaret. But, he gives in to
this landlubber’s directive and casts out
the nets and hauls in a very good catch.
Jesus wants to come into the rhythm of
our ordinary workaday lives. Surprising
things may then happen. You may be
commissioned by Our Lord Jesus Christ to
become ‘fishers of men’, fishers of human
beings. But don’t fishermen fish the fish
out of the sea and kill them? Is being
caught up in the net of Christianity to be a
deadening experience? Having this in
mind, St Luke used a word for netting fish
for an aquarium. We who have been
caught up in the net of Christianity are
meant to be more alive than ever, ‘fully
alive’. The best analogy I can think of is
the stranding of pods of whales, thrashing
around in the shallows, barely existing,
doomed unless saved. People go down and
put slings under them and haul them into
deeper water. We could pause a moment
to thank God that we have been
guided into the life-giving waters of
baptism, and for the strength to help
others swim into the Oceanic depths
of Divine Love.

© Fr Michael Tate; mtate@bigpond.com

SAINTS OF THE WEEK

Thursday 3rd: St Jerome
Emilliani, St Josephine Bakhita, virgin

Thursday 10th: St Scholastica

Friday 11th: Our Lady of
Lourdes

Come To The Water
a2 RN

P .O. Box 3220, Batehaven, 2536.

Tel: 4472 4153
E: batemansbay@cg.org.au

Website: www.cg.org.au/batemansbay

Office Hours: 10am to 2pm
Tuesday-Friday

Priest: Rev. Martins Aloga

Deacon: Rev. Eden Langlands
Secretary: Roslynne Trompp
Finance Admin: Anne Jackson

PC Co-ord: Marie Weatherall

Asst. PC Co-ovdl: Sr. Marie McAlister

Principal: Mrs. Jo Wain

St. Bernard’s Primary School, Batehaven
R.E.C: Sharon Beashel

Principal: Mrs. Jacqui Heffernan
Carroll College, Broulee

R.E.C: Erica Drewsen

lleome’

FOR THE
CELEBRATION OF
THE WORD AND
THE EUCHARIST

This weekend we
welcome Fr Rex Curry
who will be providing
supply to our Parish
while Fr Martins is
away.

We warmly welcome
Fr Rex and hope his
time with us will be
enjoyable.

 UPCOMING

Church
Cenacle Prayer Tues @
4.45

Wrap With Love Tues
8th 10am-12 Meeting
Room

Cuppa with Mary
MacKillop Tuesday 8th
10am St Joseph’s house

Good News Bible Study
Wednesday 9th
After 9am mass

Liturgy Team Meeting
Thurs 11th Feb 4pm
Meeting Room

Adoration Friday @
5.30pm

FIFTH SUNDAY [N ORDINARY TIME - YEAR C

WORD OF GOD SUNDAY

For many decades, the Catholic Church in

Australia has taken part in National Bible Sunday
organised on the third Sunday in July by Bible
Society Australia. It is good that this is an
ecumenical event since all Christian Churches hold
the Scriptures in common. It is always listed among
the special commemorations in the official Ordo, but
| suspect in recent times it has been largely ignored
in many Catholic parishes.

Towards the end of 2019, Pope Francis instituted a
Sunday of the Word of God. This was put down for
the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time. He chose this date because it is close to when the
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is celebrated in the northern hemisphere. This timing
is quite impractical for Australia. The dates get mixed up with the final weeks of the
summer holidays, the return to school and the celebration of Australia Day. This is why,
many years ago, we moved the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity to the time between
Ascension and Pentecost, which is generally in May.

This raised the question of our date for the Sunday of the Word of God. It cannot easily
be near to the Christian unity week because all the Sundays are taken up with Easter,
Pentecost and the solemnities which follow. Should it coincide with National Bible
Sunday in July? In any case, the Australian bishops have decided to keep it close to
Pope Francis’ day, so it will be the first Sunday in February. This means we can avail
ourselves of any resources which the Holy See may produce.

The Importance of the Word of God

In fact, there were two documents about Scripture released by the Holy See on 30
September — one in 2019 and the other in 2020. They mark the 1600th anniversary of
the death of St Jerome, the great Scripture scholar who prepared the definitive
translation of the Bible into Latin. The first document institutes the Sunday of the Word
of God, intended to help people to grow in religious and intimate familiarity with the
sacred Scriptures. The second gives an account of St Jerome, his scholarship, his faith
and his “living and tender love” of the Word of God. Jerome is proposed as a model for
inculturating the Gospel and discovering Christ for our time.

Most are no doubt familiar with the saying of Vatican Il: “the Church has always
venerated the divine Scriptures as she has venerated the Lord’s body ... offering people
the bread of life from the one table of the Word of God and the body of Christ (Dei
Verbum 21).” In the same vein, the second document quotes St Jerome: “We are
reading the sacred Scriptures. For me, the Gospel is the body of Christ; for me, the holy
Scriptures are his teaching. And when he says: 'whoever does not eat my flesh and
drink my blood’ (Jn 6:53), even though these words can also be understood of the
[eucharistic] Mystery, Christ’s body and blood are really the word of Scripture, God’s
teaching.”

Extract from an article by Fr Tom Elich published in Liturgy News
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