LITURGY OF THE WORD
Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary
Time Year B

First Reading Ez2:2-5

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel
The people are rebellious; they shall know
there will be a prophet in their midst.

The spirit came into me and made me
stand up, and I heard the Lord
speaking to me. He said, ‘Son of
man, | am sending you up to the
Israclites, to the rebels who have
turned against me. Till now they and
their ancestors have been in revolt
against me. The sons are defiant and
obstinate; I am sending you to them,
to say, “The Lord says this.” Whether
they listen or not, this set of rebels
shall know there is a prophet among
them.’

The Word of the Lord

R. Thanks be to God

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 122. R v.2

(R.) Our eyes are fixed on the
Lord, for his mercy.

1. To you have I lifted up my eyes,
you who dwell in the heavens: my
eyes, like the eyes of slaves on the
hand of their lords.

2. Like the eyes of a servant

on the hand of his mistress,

so our eyes are on the Lord our God
till he shows us his mercy.

3. Have mercy on us, Lord, have
mercy. We are filled with contempt.
Indeed all too full is our soul with the
scorn of the rich,

with the proud man’s disdain.

(R.) Our eyes are fixed on the
Lord, for his mercy.

Second Reading 2 Cor 12:7-10
A reading from the second letter of St

Paul to the Corinthians
I will glory in my infirmities so that the power
of Christ may dwell in me.

In view of the extraordinary nature of
these revelations, to stop me from
getting too proud [ was given a thorn
in the flesh, an angel of Satan to beat
me and stop me from getting too
proud! About this thing, I have
pleaded with the Lord three times for
it to leave me, but he has said, ‘My
grace is enough for you: my power is
at its best in weakness.” So I shall be
very happy to make my weaknesses
my special boast so that the power of
Christ may stay over me, and that is
why I am quite content with my
weaknesses, and with insults,
hardships, persecutions, and the
agonies I go through for Christ’s

sake. For it is when I am weak that I
am strong.

The Word of the Lord

R. Thanks be to God

Gospel Acclamation See Lk 4:18

Alleluia, alleluia!

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me;

he sent me to bring Good News to the
poor. Alleluia!

Gospel Mk6:1-6

A reading from the holy Gospel
according to Mark

A prophet is despised only in his own country.
Jesus went to his home town and his
disciples accompanied him. With the
coming of the sabbath he began
teaching in the synagogue and most
of them were astonished when they
heard him. They said, ‘Where did the
man get all this? What is this wisdom
that has been granted him, and these
miracles that are worked through
him? This is the carpenter, surely, the
son of Mary, the brother of James
and Joset and Jude and Simon? His
sisters, too, are they not here with
us?’ And they would not accept him.
And Jesus said to them, ‘A prophet is
only despised in his own country
among his own relations and in his
own house’; and he could work no
miracle there, though he cured a few
sick people by laying his hands on
them. He was amazed at their lack of
faith.

The Gospel of the Lord

R. Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ
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Home town crowds and ‘mighty
works’ by Michael Tate

I recommend viewing the film ‘Billy
Elliott’ in which a youngster found
that his body ‘went electric’ when he
danced. To give expression to this, he
had to break from the expectations of
his family in a decaying mining town
in the north of England.

Jesus had a similar experience. His
home town of Nazareth wanted to
keep him in the box they could deal
with: ‘the carpenter’s son’. But he

was aware of a divine dynamism
which welled up from the depths of
who he was and it had to find
expression in ‘mighty works’. So, he
left Nazareth, never to return.

Each person has a unique identity and
role conceived by God. Of course, we
must be careful not to stifle it in
others. But, first, we must try to
discern what it is for ourselves. Why
was I loved into existence just now,
and not in the third or the twenty-
third century? The cosmos as desired
by God will be incomplete if I let
others dictate who I am. God’s plan
of salvation history will be disrupted
if I don’t fulfil the role he wants me
to play.

We could take a moment to pray for
certain gifts of the Holy Spirit;
understanding and wisdom to be
enlightened as to one’s unique
identity and role, and then courage to
persevere against the odds, perhaps
confounding the expectations of
others, so as to go on and perform his
‘mighty works’.

© Fr Michael Tate; mtate@bigpond.com
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ear friends,
As we have listened to St Mark’s story and have
walked with the Apostles through the Gospels in recent
weeks, we have witnessed Jesus as the Almighty One, who
can command the wind and sea and heal every sickness -
even order a little girl to arise from the dead. He was seen as a
great prophet of God, and everyone wanted to welcome Him
into their villages. However, today we see a different picture of
Jesus in His hometown of Nazareth. Contrary to His previous
experience with the people in other villages, the people in His
hometown “would not accept Him.” They were scandalised that
a man who came from a background like Jesus should say and
do things such as he. In fact, Jesus’s teaching was greeted not

celebration of
the Word and
the Eucharist

MING EVEN

with wonder but with a kind of contempt. For the Nazarenes,
the familiarity with the identity of the humanity of Jesus caused
a mistaken contempt.

IS

This familiarity might be expressed from verse 3 of the Gospel reading. Firstly, they said:
“Is not this the carpenter, surely?” The people of Nazareth despised Jesus, because his identity
was a working man. They knew him as a lowly working-class man who can earn very little and
lived a simple life. So, they were not ready to listen to the words of God and receive the healing
miracles from Jesus, because their presumption of Jesus was blinding their minds and hearts
and kept them away from God’s presence. Secondly, they said: “is not this the son of Mary, the
brother of James and Joset and Jude and Simon? His sisters, too, are they not here with us?”
The people of Nazareth despised him because they knew his family, the family which was not
too different from them. Therefore, they were confused about the original source of this
extraordinary power given to Him, who was no different from them. Their questions did not
spring from awe but from resentment. They might have asked in jealousy: “who did he think he
was?” For the Nazarenes, Jesus was just an ordinary man, and he should not be qualified to
teach them about God or to show them God’s marvellous deeds.

Singalong- postponed
due to Covid restrictions

Cenacle Prayer - Tues
at 4.45pm Church
Enjoy The Good
News - Wed after
Mass

Opal Mass - Every 1st
Wed 10.30am (7/7)
Glen Mass - Every 2nd
Wed 10.30am (14/7)
Goodwin Manor Mass

Every 3rd Wed 2pm
Maranatha Mass - Jesus applies to himself an aphorism when he replied to the lack of faith of the people in
Every 4th Wed 2pm his hometown including his relatives: “a prophet is only despised in his own country among his

own relations and in his own house.” It is the same to say: “no man is a hero to his valet’ as is
said in an old French or English proverb. However, Jesus wants to express that the rejection
happens to anyone even to Him who is God. Therefore, those who feel called to follow Jesus as
a prophetic mission should not be surprised or shocked at rejection, but rather fix our eyes on
the Lord and tune our ear to listen to His will. Therefore, we do not feel weary of following Jesus
when bringing the Good News to our neighbours.

Craft Group-Thurs
10am -12pm
Adoration- Fri (2/7)
Spm (9/7) 5.30pm
Wrap With Love-
Tues 13th July 10am

St Paul said in the second letter to the Corinthians: “I am quite content with my
weaknesses, and with insults, hardships, persecutions, and the agonies | go through for Christ’s
sake.” So, | pray for each one of us, as the followers of Jesus, that we might see the goodness
of being weak in Christ. Because when we are weak, Christ is strong within us.

Stay safe and many blessings,
Mark Ha

Charismatic Prayer
Group - First Friday
every month after
morning mass (2/7)
St Joseph’s Night &
Soup Dinner - Friday
2nd July 6pm
Croatian Mass - Sat
3rd July 11am

Cuppa with Mary
MacKillop - 10am
Tuesday 13th July at
Phil Billington’s house

The Updated Archdiocese Covid Protocol is available on our website to read. Please
bring your mask when you come to Mass and observe the practise
of hand sanitising and social distancing.

Thank you for your co-operation. We hope to create a safe environment for everybody.
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