LITURGY OF THE WORD
Sunday 18 Apr 2021

3rd Sunday of Easter Year B
First Reading Acts 3:13-15. 17-19

A reading from the Acts of the Apos-

tles
You have killed the prince of life; God, howev-
er, raised him from the dead.

Peter said to the people: ‘You are Isra-
elites, and it is the God of Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob, the God of our ances-
tors, who has glorified his servant Je-
sus, the same Jesus you handed over
and then disowned in the presence of
Pilate, after Pilate had decided to re-
lease him. It was you who accused the
Holy One, the Just One, you who de-
manded the reprieve of a murderer
while you killed the prince of life.
God, however, raised him from the
dead, and to that fact we are the wit-
nesses.

‘Now I know, brothers, that neither
you nor your leaders had any idea
what you were really doing; this was
the way God carried out what he had
foretold, when he said through all his
prophets that his Christ would suffer.
Now you must repent and turn to God,
so that your sins may be wiped out.’
The Word of the Lord

R. Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm

Ps4:2.4.7.9.R. v.7

(R.) Lord, let your face shine on us.
1. When I call, answer me, O God of
justice; from anguish you released
me, have mercy and hear me! )

2. It is the Lord who grants favours
to those whom he loves; the Lord
hears me whenever I call him.

3. ‘What can bring us happiness?’
many say. Lift up the light of your
face on us, O Lord.

4. 1will lie down in peace and sleep
comes at once, for you alone, Lord,
make me dwell in safety.

(R.) Lord, let your face shine on us.

Second Reading /.n2:1-5
A reading from the first letter of St
John

Jesus Christ is the sacrifice that takes away
our sins and those of the whole world.

I am writing this, my children, to stop
you sinning; but if anyone should sin,
we have our advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ, who is just; he is the sac-
rifice that takes our sins away, and not
only ours, but the whole world’s. We
can be sure that we know God only by
keeping his commandments. Anyone
who says, ‘I know him’, and does not
keep his ommandments, is a liar, re-
fusing to admit the truth. But when
anyone does obey what he has said,

God’s love comes to perfection in
him.

The Word of the Lord

R. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation See Lk 24:32
Alleluia, alleluia!

Lord Jesus, make your word plain to
us: make our hearts burn with love
when you speak. Alleluia!

Gospel 1k 24:35-48
A reading from the holy Gospel
according to Luke

1t was written that the Christ would suffer and
on the third day rise from the dead.

The disciples told their story of what
had happened on the road and how
they had recognised Jesus at the
breaking of bread. They were still
talking about all this when Jesus him-
self stood among them and said to
them, ‘Peace be with you!’ In a state
of alarm and fright, they thought they
were seeing a ghost. But he said,
‘Why are you so agitated, and why are
these doubts rising in your hearts?
Look at my hands and feet; yes, it is I
indeed. Touch me and see for your-
selves; a ghost has no flesh and bones
as you can see | have.” And as he said
this he showed them his hands and
feet. Their joy was so great that they
could not believe it, and they stood
dumbfounded; so he said to them,
‘Have you anything here to eat?” And
they offered him a piece of grilled
fish, which he took and ate before
their eyes. Then he told them, ‘This is
what I meant when I said, while I was
still with you, that everything written
about me in the Law of Moses, in the
Prophets and in the Psalms, has to be
fulfilled.” He then opened their minds
to understand the scriptures, and he
said to them, ‘So you see how it is
written that the Christ would suffer
and on the third day rise from the
dead, and that, in his name, repentance
for the forgiveness of sins would be
preached to all the nations, beginning
from Jerusalem. You are witnesses to
this.’

The Gospel of the Lord

R. Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the
Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright
1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and
Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used
by permission of the publishers.

REFLECTION by Fr Michael Tate
Ghosts, meals and humanity

When Jesus appeared to them, the dis-
ciples thought they were seeing a
ghost, a sort of projection of a human
image on the screen of the world but
with no human depth and vitality. In
fact, ghosts seem to drain life and
warmth from those they encounter.
The disciples became convinced that
they were in the presence of the Risen
Lord Jesus Christ when he assumed a
characteristic way of acting — sharing
a companionable meal (of fish). His
bodily presence of that sort is now
withdrawn from us. But we are now
encountered by him in the Mass which
has many dimensions, one of which is
that of a sacred meal. When we share
in the sacramental signs of his Real
Presence in the Heavenly Bread and
Spiritual Drink of Holy Communion,
he brings us the life and warmth of the
Risen Son.

In fact, he shares his very life with us,
and because his life is gloriously fully
human, we become less ghost-like as
he heals those parts of our personality
which drain goodness and vitality
from the world. We could take a mo-
ment to pray to take greater opportuni-
ties to share in the Real Presence of
Our Risen Lord under the appearance
of bread and wine. This will move us
from the illusion of being alive to that
vitality which is nourished by his
glorified humanity.

© Fr Michael Tate; mtate@bigpond.com

Marian Procession will be held
at Cobargo on Sunday 2nd

May at 2.00pm
All are welcome

If you can provide transport or
you require transport please
put your name on the list in

the foyer.

ST BERNARD’S PARISH
BATEMANS BAY

2 Davud Avenwue , Bateirhoaven NSW 2536 Come To The Water

Tel: 4472 4153

Office Hours: 10am to 2p
Tuesday-Friday

P .O. Box 3220, Batehaven, 2536.

E: batemansbay@cg.org.au
Website: www.cg.org.au/batemansbay

Priest: Rey. Martins Aloga
Secretary: Roslynne Trompp
Finance Adwmin: Anne Jackson

PC Co-ovd:. Marie Weatherall

m Asst. PC Co-ord: Sr. Marie McAlister
Youwtih Mindster: Liarna Miller

Pruncipal: Mrs. Jo Wain

St. Bernard’s Primary School, Batehaven
R.E.C: Sharon Beashel

Priuncipal: Mrs. Jacqui Heffernan
Carroll College, Broulee

R.E.C: Erica Drewsen

Pagal 319
WELCOMI I
1O OUL
CHUPCH

A

For the
celebration of
the Word and
the Eucharist

&
Upcoming
Eventy!

Cenacle Prayer - Tues
at 4.45pm Church

Opal Mass - Every 1st
Wed 10.30am

Glen Mass - Every 2nd
Wed 10.30am
Goodwin Manor Mass
Every 3rd Wed 2pm
(21/4)

Maranatha Mass -
Every 4th Wed 2pm
Enjoy The Good News
- Wednesdays after
Mass

PPC Meeting - Thurs
22nd Spm Meeting
Room

Anzac Day - Sunday
25th April 9am Mass
Craft Group-Thurs
10am -12pm

Men Alive-1st & 3rd
Wed in April
Singalong- Mon 1pm
Adoration- Fri 5.30pm.
Reconciliation Sat 9.30
Wrap With Love- 28th
April 11am, 11th May
10am

ﬂis weekend’s Gospel (Lk 24:35-48) continues the

Emmaus story, when Jesus opened the Scriptures to the two
“downcast” disciples who later admitted to each other how [
their hearts had burned within them, before finally showing
himself as the risen Lord at the breaking of the bread—then g
vanishing from their sight. As they later related how the
breaking of bread revealed the presence of Christ to them, the ©°
Lord appears standing among the disciples proving that he has
risen from the dead and that he is not a ghost.

As he appears to the disciples, Jesus says, “Peace be with you.”
It is more than just the usual Jewish greeting for peace
(shalom). He is reassuring them that they are not to be afraid
and need no longer live in hiding for fear of the Jews. In a state of alarm and fright, they thought they
were seeing a ghost. (v.37) Given that Luke’s Gospel was intended for a wide audience viz., Gentiles
and Jews in Judea or Samaria and of the Diaspora scattered throughout the Roman Empire, it would
have been written in Greek, which was the then common language, rather than in Hebrew or
Aramaic. The Greek word for ghost is pneuma meaning spirit (translated in the Latin Vulgate as s
piritum).

Spirit can also mean what we might consider a ghost, i.e., the spirit of a person who has departed
from this world appearing to us after his/her death, which is why the Apostles are alarmed and
frightened. It is one of the examples we see in the Gospels of the Apostles’ belief in the existence of
the soul after death.

In the First Century A.D. there was an array of varying beliefs about the afterlife. The Sadducees did
not believe in any life after death—then one’s soul simply stopped existing. The Pharisees, on the
other hand, did believe in the immortality of the soul—that one’s soul went on after death to be
reunited with the body on the last day, thus beginning a new creation. Still others believed in a kind
of reincarnation—that one’s soul left the body at death then returned in another person’s body. An
example of the last is Herod who thought John the Baptist has come back from death and is now in
the body of Jesus (Mk 6:14).

What we see in this weekend’s Gospel, is Jesus distinguishing all those ideas. By his resurrection
appearance, Jesus shows that his presence with the apostles is real and lasting—the nature of his
risen body is a real body, even if glorified, rather than just something ghostly. Moreover, it is about
the reunification of the body and soul, in a new state for all eternity, for us as well! So now you must
repent and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out (Acts 3:19).

The continuing real presence of Jesus is not questioned by the early Christians, following his
Ascension and Pentecost, when the Apostles boldly preach the Gospel. Also because of the power of
signs in the Church, most especially the sacramental sign of the Eucharist which communicates the
reality of the resurrection whenever offered. It remains the supreme mystery of his Passion, Death
and Resurrection sacramentally re-enacted upon the altars of the world where real, and

substantial, that mystery is extended in space and time through the Church, over which Christ is the
head and we are the members.

When we receive the Eucharist, "the source and summit of the Christian life" (CCC 1324) and allow
it to effect in us what it signifies—the real and true crucified and resurrected presence of Jesus with
us and amongst us—then we can see Jesus and understand as he instructs us during the Liturgy of the
Word when our minds are opened to understand the scriptures. (Jn 24:45) Fr Martins
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