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LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Second Sunday of Lent B 
First Reading  
Gen 22:1-2. 9-13. 15-18 

A reading from the book of Gene-
sis 
The sacrifice of Abraham, our father in 
faith. 

God put Abraham to the test. 
‘Abraham, Abraham,’ he called.’ 
Here I am’ he replied. ‘Take your 
son,’ God said ‘your only child 
Isaac, whom you love, and go to 
the land of Moriah. There you shall 
offer him as a burnt offering, on a 
mountain I will point out to you.’ 
When they arrived at the place God 
had pointed out to him, Abraham 
built an altar there, and arranged 
the wood. Then he bound his son 
Isaac and put him on the altar on 
top of the wood. Abraham 
stretched out his hand and seized 
the knife to kill his son. But the 
angel of the Lord called to him 
from heaven. ‘Abraham, Abraham’ 
he said. ‘I am here’ he replied. ‘Do 
not raise your hand against the 
boy’ the angel said. ‘Do not harm 
him, for now I know you fear God. 
You have not refused me your son, 
your only son.’ Then looking up, 
Abraham saw a ram caught by its 
horns in a bush. Abraham took the 
ram and offered it as a burnt  
offering in place of his son.The 
angel of the Lord called Abraham a 
second time from heaven. ‘I swear 
by my own self – it is the Lord 
who speaks – because you have 
done this, because you have not 
refused me your son, your only 
son, I will shower blessings on 
you, I will make your descendants 
as many as the stars of heaven and 
the grains of sand on the seashore. 
Your descendants shall gain pos-
session of the gates of your ene-
mies. All the nations of the earth 
shall bless themselves by your de-
scendants, as a reward for your 
obedience.’ 
The Word of the Lord 
R. Thanks be to God 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 115:10. 15-19. R. 114:9 

R. I will walk in the presence of 
the Lord in the land of the living. 
 
I trusted, even when I said: ‘I am 
sorely afflicted.’ O precious in the 

eyes of the Lord is the death of his 
faithful.  
 
Your servant, Lord, your servant 
am I; you have loosened my bonds. 
A thanksgiving sacrifice I make: I 
will call on the Lord’s name 
 
My vows to the Lord I will fulfil 
before all his people, in the courts 
of the house of the Lord, in your 
midst, O Jerusalem 
 
R. I will walk in the presence of 
the Lord in the land of the living. 
 
Second Reading   Rom 8:31-34 

A reading from the letter of St Paul 
to the Romans 
God did not spare his own Son. 

With God on our side who can be 
against us? Since God did not spare 
his own Son, but gave him up to 
benefit us all, we may be certain, 
after such a gift, that he will not 
refuse anything he can give. Could 
anyone accuse those that God has 
chosen? When God acquits, could 
anyone condemn? Could Christ 
Jesus? No! He not only died for us 
– he rose from the dead, and there 
at God’s right hand he stands and 
pleads for us. 
The Word of the Lord 
R. Thanks be to God 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
See Mt 17:5 
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus 
Christ! From the shining cloud, the 
Father’s voice is heard: this is my 
beloved Son, hear him. Glory and 
praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
 
Gospel   Mk 9:2-10 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Mark 
This is my Son, the beloved; listen to him. 

Jesus took with him Peter and 
James and John and led them up a 
high mountain where they could be 
alone by themselves. There in their 
presence he was transfigured: his 
clothes became dazzlingly white, 
whiter than any earthly bleacher 
could make them. Elijah appeared 
to them with Moses; and they were 
talking with Jesus. Then Peter 
spoke to Jesus. ‘Rabbi,’ he said ‘it 
is wonderful for us to be here; so 
let us make three tents, one for 

you, one for Moses and one for Eli-
jah.’ He did not know what to say; 
they were so frightened. And a 
cloud came, covering them in shad-
ow; and there came a voice from 
the cloud, ‘This is my Son, the Be-
loved. Listen to him.’ Then sud-
denly, when they looked round, 
they saw no one with them any 
more but only Jesus. 
As they came down from the 
mountain he warned them to tell no 
one what they had seen, until after 
the Son of Man had risen from the 
dead. They observed the warning 
faithfully, though among them-
selves they discussed what ‘rising 
from the dead’ could mean. 
The Gospel of the Lord 
R. Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the 
Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 
1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and 
Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used 
by permission of the publishers.  

 
REFLECTION by Fr  Michael 
Tate 
Transfigured Bodysouls 
St Thomas Aquinas famously said: 
‘If only my soul is saved, I am not 
saved.’ And yet many Christians 
do think that our ultimate goal is, 
by the grace of God, to end up as 
souls in Heaven.  No, I am a hu-
man being, bodysoul. If I am to be 
saved, then this stardust, this frac-
tion of material creation, this earth-
ling, needs to be immersed into 
Divine energy and light.  The 
Transfiguration of Jesus Christ, 
especially as recounted in the other 
gospels, shows what happens when 
human nature is in total commun-
ion with God. Every molecule of 
his body was evidently pulsing 
with Divine energy and light. The 
amazing truth is that God ardently 
desires that each one of us should 
share in the transfigured life of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
For this to occur, we must play our 
part, accepting that Jesus of Naza-
reth is indeed the Beloved Son of 
God, listen to him, and put into 
practice what we hear. 
We could take a moment to pray 
that after the “repose of the soul” 
after death, we may participate as 
bodysouls in the transfigured  
humanity of the Risen Lord. 
© Fr Michael Tate; mtate@bigpond.com 

How quickly do we complain when something difficult is asked 
of us? 
 
Do we see it as a way of God stretching us to develop our  
character? 
 
Abraham must have been wondering what was going on when 
he was finally asked to sacrifice Isaac, his son on the mountain.  
Such was Abraham’s faith .. he obeys even though the com-
mand does not make sense to him. How often do we listen to 
this story and cringe as to what we would have done!  Perhaps 
put forth all the reasons why God shouldn’t ask that of us! Does 
our complaining make us feel better or does it just close our 
minds to what God is trying to say to us? 
 
St Paul asks us: ‘If God is for us who can be against us?’ These words are meant to en-
courage us on our Lenten Journey.  If we have made a decision to spend more time in 
prayer and listen to God then our faith is being strengthened daily.  God will not ask of us 
anything that is  
beyond us!  Taking that extra time to reflect on what our daily lives throw up at us is the 
perfect time to stop and truly listen and ‘hear’ the message that is waiting for us. Our re-
sponse shows us the fruit of that reflection.  
 
The Psalmist cries: ‘I trusted even though I am sorely afflicted’.  A trust that we are asked 
to practice particularly at this time.  
 
In the Transfiguration passage I think God is giving us, with Peter, James and John, a 
taste of the divine presence before the horror of Good Friday. Although they knew what 
was to happen, they had to live through those days without that knowledge.  Their faith, 
fueled by that appearance, saw them through! 
 
Can the moments when we experience the ‘divine’ help us to face whatever our day 
brings to us. As we travel towards Easter we need to reflect on what it means to be loved 
by God.  This is what can transform us and then the world! 
 
Let us this week, take seriously God’s words, ‘This is my Beloved Son.. listen to Him’ and 
stay close to Jesus on our daily road of ‘taking up’ whatever or wherever that listening 
may take us. 
  
God bless             Sr Marie  

For The  
Celebration of 
the Word and 

The  
Eucharist 

Cenacle  Prayer:  
Tues at 4.45pm in Church 
 
Lenten Program: 
After 9 am Mass every 
Wed. 
Walk in the Spirit  
Lenten Renewal—Thurs 
4th March 7.30 pm -
9.30pm 
Croatian Mass - Satur-
day 6th March 11 am 
Craft Group-Thursdays 
10 am 
 
Men Alive-1st & 3rd 
Wed  in March 
 
Singalong- Mon 1pm  
Adoration- Fri at 5pm. 
Station of the Cross/ 
Soup Dinner Fr i - 6pm. 
Reconciliation- Sat 9.30 
Wrap With Love- 9th 
Mar 10am, 31 Mar 11am 

FIRST RECONCILIATION COMMITMENT MASS 
Following the enrolment of candidates from Year 3 for the Sacrament of  

Reconciliation, we celebrate this weekend, the Commitment Mass.  We thank 
the parents for fulfilling the commitment made at baptism by presenting their 
children for the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Together with the children and 

their families, we commit to prayerfully prepare for the celebration of the Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation.  A warm welcome to the boys and girls, their families, 

teachers and members of the community. 



02 4472 1802 

Remembering the Sick:  
Antony and Andrew, Ben Copland, 
Femia and Mark, Roberto Alivio,  
Vince Burns, John Dillon, Trish Hamil-
ton, Daniel Coffey, Jim Banks, Dennis 
Sheather, James Lee,  Mary Hender-
son, George  Fitzgerald, Diane 
Lanzon,  Marion O’Grady, Victor Edith, 
Jan Simpson, Dawn Robinson,  Mar-
garet Harris, Bill Giust, Allan Odlum,  
Luke Ward, ,Andrew  Morton, Ken 
Evendon, Judy Betts,  Janet Thornber-
ry, Anica  Bautovic, Angela Mylott,  
Jeanette Clarke,  and those in our lo-
cal Nursing Homes and  Hospital 

Death Anniversaries: Peter Burum, Joan Neems, 
William Holmes, Ruth Ryan, Margaret Toy, Ivan  
Hropic, Angeline Davis, Robert Loftus, Michael Doyle 

 
We pray for the recently deceased in the Parish  
Community: Marie Hann, Billy Borg, Pauline Chalkley, 
Anna Dang, Anna Ordelman, Joan Logue, Sue-Anne 
Clarke, Maree Spillane, Rosemary Cooley, Pam 
O’Keefe, Malgorzata Colebrook, Te Otinga Te Kowhai 
Brennan, Maurice Connell, Susan McNamara, Dario 
Panes, Elizabeth Gallagher, Ken Bow,  Steven  
Thomas, Maureen Kinross, Jan Schor, Pio Liberale, 
Glenda Gallagher, Ivy Rootsey 

Pope Francis  
Monthly Prayer 

Intentions 
March 2021 

 
Sacrament of reconciliation 

 

Let us pray that we may ex-
perience the sacrament of 

reconciliation with renewed 
depth, to taste the infinite 

mercy of God.   

WEEKLY MASS TIMES 
Tues 2nd: 5.30 Mass 

Wed 3rd: 9am Mass & 5.30pm 

Thurs 4th: 9am Mass  

Fri  5th:  9.15am Mass 

Sat  6th:  9am  Rosary/Mass   

9.30am Recon    6pm Mass 

Sun  7th:  9am Mass 5pm Mass 

               5pmFamily & YouthMass 

 

ROSTERS 
27/28 February 2021 
Church Cleaning 
R&K Ison (1-5 Mar) 
Welcomers 
6pm Sr Marie 
9am C Schor 
5pm D Ebejer 
Commentator 
6pm P O’Kelly 
9am S Beashel 
5pm J O’Sullivan 
Readers: 
6pm J Quigley 
9am L Page 
5pm S Ebejer 
Eucharistic Ministers 
6pm M Bridges 
9am N Page 
5pm A Horsfall 
Computer Screen 
6pm K Conway 
9am T Jackson 
5pm M O’Neill 
 
REGISTRARS 
6PM J McCarthy/J Wain 
9am G Norris/B Basevi 
5pm M Devine 
 
6/7 March 2021 
Church Cleaning 
B Favetta/J O'Neill (8-12) 
Welcomers 
6pm    B Wilson 
9am    J McClelland 
5pm   L Miller 
Commentator  
6pm J Quigley 
9am  A Skinner 
5pm  M Devine 
Readers:         
6pm P O’Kelly   
9am A Brown 
5pm  A Horsfall 
Eucharistic Ministers 
6pm A Rogers 
9am C Schor 
5pm J O'Sullivan 
Computer Screen 
6pm T Jackson 
 9am  T Priest  
5pm J O’Sullvan. 
 
REGISTRARS 
6pm  P Billington 
9am  G Norris & B Basevi 
5pm M deSmet 

PARISH FINANCIAL SUPPORT 
From 1st October 2020 there is only be one collection which will be deposited in the  
Parish Operating Account this will include existing Credit Card transactions, Direct Debits, 
collection box and Tap machine.  The collection will then be apportioned with a percentage 
forwarded to the Archdiocese for the Central Presbytery Fund each month. 
If you would like to join the Parish e-platform giving, the details are as follows: 

Acc. Name: St Bernard's Operating Account BSB: 062-786 

Bank Acc:000012939  Ref: Family Name 

Please note:  For banking at any bank but not the Commonwealth Bank 
If you currently have a direct debit to the Central Presbytery Fund a suggestion is that it be cancelled and 
combined into the St Bernard’s Operating Account in order to facilitate the continuity of funds. 

Please contact Anne Jackson in the Parish Office on a Friday from 10am-2pm if you need any further  
information. 

COFFEE 
CLUB  

Thursdays 
after the 

9am Mass 
 Venue: Corrigans Cove 

Coffee N Chat 

PROJECT  
COMPASSION 2021:  

ASPIRE NOT TO 
HAVE MORE BUT 
TO BE MORE (St 
Oscar Romero) 

Margret is a teacher at a 
vocational school for deaf 
students in the Solomon 
Islands that suffered long-
term water shortages and 
damage from Tropical Cy-
clone Harold. With Caritas 
Australia’s support, Marg-
ret’s school installed wa-
ter tanks, repaired cy-
clone damage and imple-
mented COVID-19 pre-
vention measures, and is 
now planning to boost 
food security.                                 
Please donate to Project 
Compassion 2021 and 
help people living with 
disabilities in the Solo-
mon Islands gain ac-
cess to education and 
clean water, empower-
ing them with skills to 
protect our common 
home.  

------
Gathering: “A 

World Turned Upside 
Down - Let’s Clear a 
Space”  23rd March 

9am start 

Resilience and balancing 
our emotional equilibrium-
Facilitator:  Bruce Chan 
(Bach Psy)   Cost: Free.  

If able please bring a 
plate. Booking by March 

15th to Sr Marie 0429 383 
333 or sign sheet in foyer 

of church. 

 

2021 PARISH LENTEN PROGRAM 
Wednesday morning,  Comfort Lenten Program  

Every Wednesday until 24th March, after 9.00 am Mass  Facilitated 
by Sr Marie. Thursday evening ‘Walk in the Spirit, Lenten Renewal  

Experience’   
18th February – 25th March 7.30pm – 9.30 pm 
Led by Archbishop Prowse via livestreaming  
https://cgcatholic.org.au/walk-in-the-spirit/   

 This will be done at home and for the 5th Session there will be an  
opportunity to join a hub on Thursday 18th March 7.30pm in the Church Meeting 

Room.  

Please use this link to go directly to the live stream; 
Walk in the Spirit  

              Bible Study …’Enjoy the Good News’ will continue after Easter 
 Pope Francis’ message for Lent 2021.  

“Renewing faith, hope and love:” 
 In his message for Lent 2021, Pope Francis calls on the faithful, “to renew our faith, 
draw from the living waters of hope and receive with open hearts the love of God.” 

https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2021/02/12/210212a.html 

 LENTEN REFLECTION: WEEK 2 

 

 

 

HOPE OVERCOMES FEAR 

As we enter more deeply into our Lenten Journey,  

we explore HOPE and the gift it is to us.  

If we are to grow in HOPE we are called to name  

our fears – this is always a personal exercise and it is  

challenging. Fear can lead us to doubting ourselves, limiting  

our relationships – perhaps even shrinking our capacity for  

love and giving of ourselves.  

St Teresa of Avila reminds us of a way forward and 

 especially during Lent:  

‘Authentic prayer changes us, unmasks, strips us, indicates  

where growth is needed’. 
 

Confronting our areas for growth is very challenging and this  
 

time of renewal is a wonderful opportunity for us to grow  

because we ‘Walk in the presence of the Lord’            

(Responsorial Psalm 115:10 – Week 2 Lent)  

…Our Prayer for the Week… 
 

(St Teresa of Avila) 
 

Christ has no body now but yours 
 

No hands, no feet on earth but yours 
 

Yours are the eyes through which he 
 

looks compassion on this world 
 

Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good. 
 

Yours are the hands with which he blesses all the world 
 

Yours are the hands, yours are the feet, 
 

Yours are the eyes 
 

You are his body. 
  Christ Has No Body Now But Yours (featuring Josh  

Garrels) - YouTube 
-------------------------------------- 

Wishing all those who  

celebrated a birthday in the 

month of February a very 

happy birthday. 

 

Saints Of The Week 
Wednesday 3rd March - St Katharine Drexel, virgin 
Thursday 4th - St Casimir 
Sunday 7th - Saints Perpetua & Felicity, martyrs 

Vinnies “Knock on Effect’ 
campaign begins in March. 

 
It has three areas of focus: 

 
1. To raise awareness about the 

work of St Vincent de Paul.  
Take home a brochure. 

 
2. To recruit more Conference 
members.  If you are interested 

contact Gary Norris: 
 0429 774 101 or email:  

garynorris07@gmail.com 
 

3. To raise funds for the  
Society’s works.  If able buy a 

raffle ticket at the weekend 
masses of 6/7 & 13/14 March.  
Prizes - see notice in foyer.  $3 
each or 3 for $5.  Drawn March 

14th. 
Thank you for your  
continued support. 

CROATIAN MASS WILL BE 
CELEBRATED ON  

SATURDAY 6TH MARCH AT 
11 AM.    All Welcome 

 
 
 
 

          SINCERE THANKS 
On behalf of the family, we wish to 

express our sincere and heartfelt thanks 
and appreciation to everyone at  

St Bernard’s who were present at 
Mum's (Anna) funeral and a special 

thanks also to those who assisted  
during and after a memorable service. 

Kind regards and  
 blessings,   
          Eve & Ray    

To all those who came along to the 
Gathering Strengthening Resilience 
Through Loss and Grief  last  
Tuesday. 
 

It was indeed a time to reflect on our collective  
experience as we journey together to recovery.   
 
Thanks to the facilitator, organisers and Group 
Leaders. 
 
God Bless You  

https://cgcatholic.org.au/walk-in-thee-spirit/
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fcgcatholic.org.au%2fwalk-in-the-spirit&c=E,1,tIjvsLlFCKQpKmY09LMkgsg_FrMD1Unx1UPaxgtbd79zQ-HSR5BCuhkQ_RIwnfuTxl5ykidw1kkeZmMUqYO5Piz9DDkNBPbGwkEdgwdmtLtHytZUfjdEqg,,&typo=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w7ymxW3rndk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w7ymxW3rndk

