LITURGY OF THE WORD
Fourth Sunday of Advent B

First Reading
2Sm 7:1-5. 8-12. 14. 16

A reading from the second book of
Samuel

The kingdom of David will be established for
ever in the sight of the Lord.

Once David had settled into his house
and the Lord had given him rest from
all the enemies surrounding him, the
king said to the prophet Nathan, ‘Look,
I am living in a house of cedar while
the ark of God dwells in a tent’. Nathan
said to the king, ‘Go and do all that is
in your mind, for the Lord is with
you.’But that very night the word of the
Lord came to Nathan: ‘Go and tell my
servant David, “Thus the Lord speaks:
Are you the man to build me a house to
dwell in? I took you from the pasture,
from following the sheep, to be leader
of my people Israel; I have been with
you on all your expeditions; I have cut
off all your enemies before you. I will
give you fame as great as the fame of
the greatest on earth. I will provide a
place for my people Israel; I will plant
them there and they shall dwell in that
place and never be disturbed again; nor
shall the wicked continue to oppress
them as they did, in the days when I
appointed judges over my people Isra-
el; I will give them rest from all their
enemies. The Lord will make you
great; the Lord will make you a House.
And when your days are ended and you
are laid to rest with your ancestors, |
will preserve the offspring of your body
after you and make his sovereignty se-
cure. I will be a father to him and he a
son to me. Your House and your sover-
eignty will always stand secure before
me and your throne be established for
ever."

The Word of the Lord

R. Thanks be to God'

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 88:2-5. 27. 29. R. see v.2

(R.) For ever I will sing the goodness
of the Lord.

1. I will sing for ever of your love,
O Lord; through all ages my
mouth will proclaim your truth. Of
this I am sure, that your love lasts for
ever, that your truth is firmly
established as the heavens.

2. ‘I have made a covenant with my
chosen one; I have sworn to David
my servant: [ will establish your
dynasty for ever and set up your
throne through all ages.

3. He will say to me: ‘You are my
father, my God, the rock who saves
me.’l will keep my love for him
always;for him my covenant shall
endure.

(R.) For ever I will sing the goodness
of the Lord.

Second Reading
Rom 16:25-27

A reading from the letter of St Paul to
the Romans

The mystery kept secret for endless ages is now
revealed.

Glory to him who is able to give you
the strength to live according to the
Good News I preach, and in which I
proclaim Jesus Christ, the revelation of
a mystery kept secret for endless ages,
but now so clear that it must be
broadcast to pagans everywhere to
bring them to the obedience of faith.
This is only what scripture has
predicted, and it is all part of the way
the eternal God wants things to be. He
alone is wisdom; give glory therefore to
him through Jesus Christ for ever and
ever. Amen.

The Word of the Lord

R. Thanks be to God'

Gospel Acclamation
Lk 1:38

Alleluia, alleluia!

I am the servant of the Lord:
may his will for me be done.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Lk 1:26-38

A reading from the holy Gospel accord-
ing to Luke

You will conceive and bear a son.

The angel Gabriel was sent by God to a
town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a
virgin betrothed to a man named
Joseph, of the House of David; and the
virgin’s name was Mary. He went in
and said to her, ‘Rejoice, so highly
favoured! The Lord is with you.” She
was deeply disturbed by these words
and asked herself what this greeting
could mean, but the angel said to her,
‘Mary, do not be afraid; you have won
God’s favour. Listen! You are to
conceive and bear a son, and you must
name him Jesus. He will be great and
will be called Son of the Most High.
The Lord God will give him the throne
of his ancestor David; he will rule over
the House of Jacob for ever and his
reign will have no end.” Mary said to
the angel, ‘But how can this come
about, since I am a virgin?’ ‘The Holy
Spirit will come upon you’ the angel
answered ‘and the power of the Most
High will cover you with its shadow.
And so the child will be holy and will

be called Son of God. Know this too:
your kinswoman Elizabeth has, in her
old age, herself conceived a son, and
she whom people called barren is now
in her sixth month, for nothing is
impossible to God.” ‘I am the handmaid
of the Lord,” said Mary ‘let what you
have said be done to me.” And the
angel left her.

The Gospel of the Lord

R. Praise to You Lord Jesus Christ

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the
Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966,
1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd
Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by per-
mission of the publishers.

REFLECTION by Fr Michael Tate
‘Spirit Hovering’

St Luke’s account of the Annunciation
draws on the Jewish tradition
describing  creation:  ‘There  was
darkness over the deep and God'’s Spirit
hovered over the water. God said: “Let
there be light”, and there was
light.” (Genesis 1:2-3) St Luke depicts
Mary hearing in the depths of her soul:
‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you
and the power of the Most High will
cover you with its shadow.” The Holy
Spirit hovers over this young Jewish
woman so that the most stupendously
creative act in human history can take
place. With her consent, God assumes
human nature to be gradually
enfleshed, embodied, in Mary’s womb.
A naturally bewildered young woman
was able to respond to God’s will
because she understood the imagery
and the symbolism of the Genesis
Story. We, in turn, need to read the
Gospels in all their Jewishness so that
we can understand when God’s Holy
Spirit hovers over our lives, asking us
to fulfil some particular role in the
Divine Plan. We could pause for a
moment to ask whether now is the time
for a Marian response: ‘Be it done unto

me according to your word.’
© Fr Michael Tate; mtate@bigpond.com

"It is the beautiful
task of Advent to
awaken in all of us
memories of goodness
and thus to open
doors of hope."

- Pope Benedict XVI
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A Seasow of Love

, This Sunday’s readings show beautifully
the Biblical journey to Christmas Day!

During Advent we are on the journey of waiting
patiently and longingly for the return of our Saviour
i Jesus... not only at Christmas but as Richard Rohr
says:
...what we are waiting for is the welcoming of the
universal, cosmic Christ... the Christ that is forever
being born, (daily) in the human soul and history.

In Samuel, God, through Nathan the prophet, is preparing David that the House
that he will leave is his dynasty not a building, and in the Gospel ... Mary, then
the betrothed of ‘Joseph of the House (dynasty) of David’ will bear the
Saviour. God promised that this reign, promised way back then, will never end!

The Psalm proclaims the joy of God’s everlasting love and support which is
faithful and enduring.

Paul continues the journey, 'the revelation of the mystery kept secret for many
ages’. This proclamation is for all peoples and in today’s world there are many
different races that are ready for our welcome. Let us see this time as a window
to open our hearts and doors to our neighbours who may be close by and
suffering in silence. There is a profound grief in our midst which lies unspoken in
many hearts!

In fulfilment of the promise made centuries ago, with which we are familiar
...”The angel Gabriel came to Mary, Hail, full of grace!’ Let not this familiarity
fade into the recesses of our minds as Christmas comes closer and the material
is highlighted! So as we get closer to Christmas Day be mindful that ‘Christmas
isn’t automatic, it can’t be taken for granted. It began with Mary, but each of us

is asked to make our own contribution to giving flesh to faith in the world’. Ron
Rolheiser.

The whole season is about LOVE, FORGIVENESS and PEACE.

| wish you all a very happy, holy and peaceful Christmas and a New Year that
will bring many blessings.

God bless
Sr Marie
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