Twenty-seventh Sunday in
Ordinary Time A

First Reading Is 5:1-7
A reading from the prophet Isaiah

The vineyard of the Lord God of
hosts is the House of Israel.

Let me sing to my friend the song of
his love for his vineyard. My friend
had a vineyard on a fertile hillside.
He dug the soil, cleared it of stones,
and planted choice vines in it. In the
middle he built a tower, he dug a
press there too.

He expected it to yield grapes,

but sour grapes were all that it gave.
And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem
and men of Judah, I ask you to judge
between my vineyard and me. What
could I have done for my vineyard
that I have not done? I expected it to
yield grapes.

Why did it yield sour grapes instead?
Very well, I will tell you what I am
going to do to my vineyard: I will
take away its hedge for it to be
grazed on, and knock down its wall
for it to be trampled on. I will lay it
waste, unpruned, undug; overgrown
by the briar and the thorn. I will
command the clouds to rain no rain
on it. Yes, the vineyard of the Lord of
hosts is the House of Israel, and the
men of Judah that chosen plant. He
expected  justice, but  found
bloodshed, integrity, but only a cry of
distress.

The Word of the Lord
R. Thanks be to God

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 79:9. 12-16. 19-20. R. Is 5:7

(R.) The vineyard of the Lord is the
House of Israel.

You brought a vine out of Egypt;

to plant it you drove out the nations.
It stretched out its branches to the
sea, to the Great River it stretched out
its shoots.

Then why have you broken down its
walls? It is plucked by all who pass
by.It is ravaged by the boar of the
forest, devoured by the beasts of the
field

God of hosts, turn again, we implore,
look down from heaven and see. Visit
this vine and protect it, the vine your
right hand has planted.

And we shall never forsake you
again: give us life that we may call
upon your name. God of hosts, bring
us back; let your face shine on us
and we shall be saved

(R.) The vineyard of the Lord is the
House of Israel.

Second Reading Phil 4:6-9
A reading from the letter of St Paul to
the Philippians

Do these things and the God of peace
will be with you.

There is no need to worry; but if
there is anything you need, pray for
it, asking God for it with prayer and
thanksgiving, and that peace of God,
which is so much greater than we can
understand, will guard your hearts
and your thoughts, in Christ Jesus.
Finally, brothers, fill your minds with
everything that is true, everything
that is noble, everything that is good
and pure, everything that we love and
honour, and everything that can be
thought virtuous or worthy of praise.
Keep doing all the things that you
learnt from me and have been taught
by me and have heard or seen that I
do. Then the God of peace will be
with you.

The Word of the Lord

R. Thanks be to God

Gospel Acclamation See Jn 15:15
Alleluia, alleluia!

I call you friends, says the Lord,
because I have made known to you
everything I have learnt from my
Father. Alleluia!

Gospel Mt 21:33-43

A reading from the holy Gospel
according to Matthew

He leased his vineyard to other
farmers.

Jesus said to the chief priests and the
elders of the people, ‘Listen to
another parable. There was a man, a
landowner, who planted a vineyard;
he fenced it round, dug a winepress
in it and built a tower; then he leased
it to tenants and went abroad. When
vintage time drew near he sent his
servants to the tenants to collect his
produce. But the tenants seized his
servants, thrashed one, killed another
and stoned a third. Next he sent some
more servants, this time a larger
number, and they dealt with them in
the same way. Finally he sent his son

to them. “They will respect my son,”
he said. But when the tenants saw the
son, they said to each other, “This is
the heir. Come on, let us kill him and
take over his inheritance.” So they
seized him and threw him out of the
vineyard and killed him. Now when
the owner of the vineyard comes,
what will he do to those tenants?’
They answered, ‘He will bring those
wretches to a wretched end and lease
the vineyard to other tenants who will
deliver the produce to him when the
season arrives.” Jesus said to them,
‘Have you never read in the
scriptures: It was the stone rejected
by the builders that became the
keystone. This was the Lord’s doing
and it is wonderful to see? I tell you,
then, that the kingdom of God will be
taken from you and given to a people
who will produce its fruit.’

The Gospel of the Lord

R. Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the
Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966,
1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd
Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by
permission of the publishers.

REFLECTION by Fr Michael Tate
Good Wine requires Hard Work

In the Hebrew scripture, Israel is
spoken of as the Vineyard of God.
We can say that now the Church is
the vineyard of God. God is the
Landlord, we are the tenants. It is our
job to faithfully tend it and make sure
it bears good fruit. If we are
unfaithful, then God will find other
people to carry on his plan, other ten-
ants to tend his vineyard.

Certainly, we see that within the
Universal Church. With the decline
of the Eurocentric church, who has
God turned to as new tenants for his
vineyard? Look at the surging
numbers of Catholics in sub-Sahara
Africa, Nigeria, the Philippines,
Korea. The persecuted Church in
Vietnam and China is surviving and
growing despite the severity of
oppression.

I think we may agree that the
vineyard of the Church in Australia is
not as fruitful as it could be. This is a
challenge for us. It is wonderful to
see the energetic work of the new
immigrants and refugees in our
parishes (including the Bishop of
Parramatta!).

We could pause for a moment to com-
mit to taking up the privilege and duty

to work in the vineyard of the Church.
© Fr Michael Tate; mtate@bigpond.com
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27th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TTIME—A
October, the Month of Mary, and Mission.

The tenth month of the calendar year is of significance for several reasons. In
Catholic tradition, it is marked as the month of Mary, the rosary (celebrated October
7") and Mission. In political history, it is the month of independence for The Peoples’
Republic of China, Belgium and indeed, the reunification of a ‘common’ Germany. St.
Francis of Assisi’s eventful life ended in October. In New South Wales, the first
Monday marks Labour Day and for Queenslanders, it is the Queen’s Birthday,
therefore, the long weekend to celebrate.

Meanwhile, since the 16th century, catholic piety finds expressions in the
different months of the year. For instance, November is the month for the Holy Souls.
The months of May and particularly October are devoted to Mary and the prayer of the
Rosary. Pope Leo XIII (1878-1903), started this practice at the close of the 18th century
during his pontificate. In a Letter of September 1, 1883, mindful of the Rosary’s power
to strengthen faith and foster a life of virtue, he outlined the triumphs of the Rosary in
past times and admonished the faithful to dedicate the month of October to the Blessed
Virgin through the daily recitation of the Rosary in the presence of the Blessed
Sacrament, in order to obtain through her intercession, graces, God’s consolation and
protection in trying times.

Additionally, Pope St. John Paul II, declared that, the rosary is a powerful prayer
and weapon and can affect and benefit us significantly each time we pray the rosary. It
represents the most effective means of fostering among the faithful the commitment to
the contemplation (a gaze of faith, fixed on Jesus) of the Christian mystery, the life of
Jesus and Mary’s role in Salvation. In his Apostolic Letter Rosarium Virginis Mariae,
"On the Most Holy Rosary”, St John Paul II explains further this wonderful devotion
and introduces the Luminous mysteries.

Importantly, the month of October is also set aside for an annual reflection and

renewal of the Church’s commitment to her mission mandate. This year, Pope Francis
has adopted the Theme: Here am I, send me (Is. 6.8). According to Pope Francis, this is
the ever-new response to the Lord’s question: “Whom shall I send?” This invitation
from God’s merciful heart is a challenge for both the Church and humanity especially
in the face of the global pandemic, placing everyone in the same boat and in need of
care, support, and consolation. However, the Church through her missionary journey
and mandate, must continue to respond fruitfully to the needs in the vineyard. Like the
disciples in the Gospel we are caught off guard by an unexpected, turbulent storm,
exposing our fragility and collective disorientation, yet we are called to row together on
mission.

This reawakens the need for prayer and more prayers for the ongoing mission of
the Church in a troubled world and we implore Mary’s intercession through the rosary,
a vocal and meditative prayer. We are therefore invited throughout this month to
commit to praying the rosary individually, communally, regularly and if possible, every
day. Fr Martins

‘We welcome all those visiting for the long weekend. Thank you for
fellowshipping with us and we wish you an enjoyable stay in
Batemans Bay.
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