
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 Dear sisters & brothers in the Risen Lord, 
“Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!” 
This ancient greeting sums up what we 
celebrate this  Easter Sunday, the joy of 

Christ risen and alive in our midst.  Easter 

brings so many promises of God to us:  

life is stronger than death, love can 

EASTER MESSAGE 2020 - CORONA (CROWN) OF THORNS 
Just a few months ago, none of us had heard of CORONAVIRUS. Now it is our uninvited Easter guest.  

It seems the whole world has become sick due to its global presence.  

We cannot get away from it. It has turned our world upside down. We are anxious and fearful. Even in supermarkets we 

appear to be suspicious of each other.  

We are trying our best in our home isolation. The experience so far is one of mixed blessings. New routines are not easy to 

navigate on our own. Now whole families and others are to negotiate a new way of daily life for the next few months.  

“Corona” is a Latin word meaning “crown”. This pandemic has become a crown of thorns for us all.  

In the hours before his death, Jesus too knew of a crown of thorns. It became one of his terrible sufferings before his death 

on the Cross of Calvary.  

Jesus suffers with us in our sufferings. This is the meaning of the key word compassion.  

The Easter message is clear: by suffering with the suffering Jesus we enter by Grace into the hope of Resurrection in Him.  

Doing this is not something of mere human initiative. We surrender to the Grace invitation of Jesus. The Risen Lord awaits 

our YES coming from our deepest selves. We do this as Church through, with and in Jesus. Mary and all the saints 

participate in this saving encounter. We are never alone.  

This Easter will be celebrated in unprecedented circumstances. All our Churches are closed. Many, but not all, can 

participate via online platforms. It will be so new to us. Yet, this pandemic will eventually be contained. Hope insists on 

this.  

We want, however, from the quasi-Monastic anchorage of our homes, to encounter Jesus more than ever. Our lives are in 

flux. Only Jesus remains forever. Alleluia!  

Our new found Easter faith insists that it be expressed in practical charity. We do all we can to help those struggling. We 

thank the medical professionals, cleaners and volunteers, emergency forces, priests and religious, lay faithful and all who 

give us particular leadership in our time of real need of human closeness and the caress of the Lord who rises in our midst.  

 

Happy Easter and every blessing to you all!  
 

Archbishop Christopher Prowse  

Canberra Goulburn Archdiocese  

Apostolic Administrator of Wagga Wagga Diocese. 

Recently Deceased:  
Keith McLaughlin, Aileen O’Donoghue, Colleen Sieler, 
Jean Reardon, Gina Pincott, Peter Koning, Harry Reher, 
Val Flanagan, Aileen Giles, Flo Cooper, Gabrielle Zabel, 
Laurence Squires, John Maynard 
Anniversaries:   
Pauline Brown, Mary Liddle, Sr Marietta Drew rsj,  
Terry Thistleton, Joyce Hart, 
Prayer List:  
Mary Douven, Pauline Taylor, Dawn Cummins, Ian 
Clune, Robyn Smart, Terry Druett, Marianne Barling, 
Patrick McCormack, Michelle O’Regan, Dorothy 
Kennedy, Pauline Taylor Penny Zwarenkant NZ (Victoria 
Gray’s Sister) Russell Lynham, Gypsy Eldridge, Noel 
Plumb, Ken Anderson, Nita Price, Glenda Smith, Robyn 
Smart, For the elderly who are sick, For all who help 
and care for us 
For all who support and pray for us 
Intentions: Sr Ann Steenbergen, Joseph Conroy  & 
Carlota Cunha, For all our St. Mary’s Parish and 
Goulburn Mission and for all our families, extended 
families and friends. For Fr Joshy, Fr Alex , Sr Rosemary,  
Janet Haynes, Sharon Cashman 
 

 

Daily Masses in the Parish can be accessed through  
Facebook pages:   - Joshy Kurien (LIVE) 

-  Mary Queen of Apostles Parish 
                         - St Marys Crookwell 
YOUTUBE:  Mary Queen of Apostles Catholic Parish 
 

overcome hate, goodness ultimately triumphs over evil 

and eternity and glory with God in heaven are our 

destiny.  

The world is struggling with the COVID 19 pandemic. 

But despite the dreadful effect of coronavirus, we have 

been rediscovering the value of relationships by helping 

and caring for one another and nurture the goodness of 

humanity as nations, communities, families and 

neighbours. In the midst of this darkness, a ray of hope 

is breaking through. That’s Easter. The Resurrection of 

Christ is the foundation of our Christian faith. We are 

Easter people. Many of you converted your homes and 

hearts to build a domestic Church for your family so you 

can pray and celebrate your faith together. 

To everyone I pray that the love, light and joy of the 

Risen Lord may fill your hearts and homes always. 

May His presence give you hope, His wisdom bring you 

comfort and may His blessing grant you peace. 

Christ is risen, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Happy Easter!         Father Joshy 

 keep in touch… If you haven’t given you email address to the parish - Please send an email to Goulburn@cg.org.au. 
Bulletins and updates from Fr Joshy and the Archbishop will be sent to your Emails. Please spread the word. 
 

mailto:Goulburn@cg.org.au


EXULTET – EASTER PROCLAMATION 
 

Exult, let them exult, the host of heaven, exult, let angel ministers of God exult, let the 
trumpet of salvation sound aloud our mighty King’s triumph! 

Be glad, let earth be glad as glory floods her, ablaze with light from her eternal King, let all 
corners of the earth be glad, knowing an end to gloom and darkness. 

Rejoice, let Mother Church also rejoice, arrayed with the lightning of his glory, let this holy 
building shake with joy, filled with the mighty voices of the peoples. 

Therefore, dearest friends, standing in the awesome glory of this holy night, invoke with me, I 
ask you, the mercy of God almighty, that he, who has been pleased to number me, though unworthy, 
among the Levites, may pour into me his light un-shadowed, that I may sing this candle perfect 
praises. 

 
The Lord be with you.  R/ And with your spirit. 
Lift up your hearts.  R/  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  R/ It is right and just. 
 
It is truly right and just, with ardent love of mind and heart and with devoted service of our 

voice, to acclaim our God invisible, the almighty Father, and Jesus Christ, our Lord, his Son, his Only 
Begotten. 

Who for our sake paid Adam’s debt to the eternal Father, and, pouring out his own dear 
blood, wiped clean the record of our ancient sinfulness. 
These, then, are the feasts of Passover, in which is slain the Lamb, the one true Lamb, whose Blood 
anoints the door-posts of believers. 

This is the night, when once you led our forebears, Israel’s children, from slavery in Egypt 
and made them pass dry-shod through the Red Sea.  This is the night that with a pillar of fire banished 
the darkness of sin. 

This is the night that even now, throughout the world, sets Christian believers apart from 
worldly vices and from the gloom of sin, leading them to grace and joining them to his holy ones. 

This is the night, when Christ broke the prison bars of death and rose victorious from the 
underworld.  Our birth would have been no gain, had we not been redeemed.   

O wonder of your humble care for us!  O love, O charity beyond all telling, to ransom a slave 
you gave away your Son! O truly necessary sin of Adam, destroyed completely by the death of Christ!  
O happy fault that earned so great, so glorious a Redeemer!    

O truly blessed night, worthy alone to know the time and hour when Christ rose from the 
underworld!   

This is the night of which it is written:  the night shall be as bright as day, dazzling is the 
night for me, and full of gladness.  The sanctifying power of this night dispels wickedness, washes 
faults away, restores innocence to the fallen, and joy to mourners, drives out hatred, fosters concord, 
and brings down the mighty.  On this night of grace, O holy Father, accept this candle, a solemn 
offering, the work of bees and of your servants’ hands, an evening sacrifice of praise, this gift from 
your most holy Church. 

But now we know the praises of this pillar, which glowing fire ignites for God’s honor, a fire 
into many flames divided, yet never dimmed by sharing of its light, for it is fed by melting wax, drawn 
our by mother bees to build a torch so precious. 

O truly blessed night, when things of heaven are wed to those of earth, and divine to the 
human. 

Therefore, O Lord, we pray you that this candle, hallowed to the honor of your name, may 
persevere undimmed, to overcome the darkness of this night.  Receive it as a pleasing fragrance, and 
let it mingle with the lights of heaven. 

May this flame be found still burning by the Morning Star: the one Morning Star who never 
sets, Christ your Son, who coming back from death’s domain, has shed his peaceful light on humanity, 
and lives and reigns for ever and ever.  R/  Amen 
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A reading from the book of Genesis      1:1, 26-31a 

In the beginning, when God created the heavens and the earth, 

God said: "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. 

Let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, 

the birds of the air, and the cattle, 

and over all the wild animals 

and all the creatures that crawl on the ground." 

God created man in his image; 

in the image of God he created him; 

male and female he created them. 

God blessed them, saying: 

"Be fertile and multiply; 

fill the earth and subdue it. 

Have dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, 

and all the living things that move on the earth." 

God also said: 

"See, I give you every seed-bearing plant all over the earth 

and every tree that has seed-bearing fruit on it to be your food; 

and to all the animals of the land, all the birds of the air, 

and all the living creatures that crawl on the ground, 

I give all the green plants for food." 

And so it happened. 

God looked at everything he had made, and found it very good. 

The word of the Lord  
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM             104:1-2, 5-6, 10, 12, 13-14, 24, 35 

 

R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth. 

Bless the LORD, O my soul! 

O LORD, my God, you are great indeed! 

You are clothed with majesty and glory, 

robed in light as with a cloak. 

R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth. 

 

You fixed the earth upon its foundation, 

not to be moved forever; 

with the ocean, as with a garment, you covered it; 

above the mountains the waters stood. 

R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth. 

 

You send forth springs into the watercourses 

that wind among the mountains. 

Beside them the birds of heaven dwell; 

from among the branches they send forth their song. 

R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth. 

 

You water the mountains from your palace; 

the earth is replete with the fruit of your works. 

You raise grass for the cattle, 

and vegetation for man's use, 

Producing bread from the earth. 

R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth. 

 

How manifold are your works, O LORD! 

In wisdom you have wrought them all— 

the earth is full of your creatures. 

Bless the LORD, O my soul! Alleluia. 

R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth. 
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A reading from the Book of Exodus              Ex 14:15—15:1 

The LORD said to Moses, "Why are you crying out to me? 

Tell the Israelites to go forward. 

And you, lift up your staff and, with hand outstretched over the sea, 

split the sea in two, 

that the Israelites may pass through it on dry land. 

But I will make the Egyptians so obstinate 

that they will go in after them. 

Then I will receive glory through Pharaoh and all his army, 

his chariots and charioteers. 

The Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, 

when I receive glory through Pharaoh 

and his chariots and charioteers." 

 

The angel of God, who had been leading Israel's camp, 

now moved and went around behind them. 

The column of cloud also, leaving the front, 

took up its place behind them, 

so that it came between the camp of the Egyptians 

and that of Israel. 

But the cloud now became dark, and thus the night passed 

without the rival camps coming any closer together 

all night long. 

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, 

and the LORD swept the sea 

with a strong east wind throughout the night 

and so turned it into dry land. 

When the water was thus divided, 

the Israelites marched into the midst of the sea on dry land, 

with the water like a wall to their right and to their left. 

 

The Egyptians followed in pursuit; 

all Pharaoh's horses and chariots and charioteers went after them 

right into the midst of the sea. 
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In the night watch just before dawn 

the LORD cast through the column of the fiery cloud 

upon the Egyptian force a glance that threw it into a panic; 

and he so clogged their chariot wheels 

that they could hardly drive. 

With that the Egyptians sounded the retreat before Israel, 

because the LORD was fighting for them against the Egyptians. 

 

Then the LORD told Moses, (Stretch out your hand over the sea, 

that the water may flow back upon the Egyptians, 

upon their chariots and their charioteers." 

So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, 

and at dawn the sea flowed back to its normal depth. 

The Egyptians were fleeing head on toward the sea, 

when the LORD hurled them into its midst. 

As the water flowed back, 

it covered the chariots and the charioteers of Pharaoh's whole army 

which had followed the Israelites into the sea. 

Not a single one of them escaped. 

But the Israelites had marched on dry land 

through the midst of the sea, 

with the water like a wall to their right and to their left. 

Thus the LORD saved Israel on that day 

from the power of the Egyptians. 

When Israel saw the Egyptians lying dead on the seashore 

and beheld the great power that the LORD 

had shown against the Egyptians, 

they feared the LORD and believed in him and in his servant Moses. 

it was then that Moses and the Israelites sang this song in honour of the 

LORD. 

The word of the Lord  
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM              Ex 15:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 17-18 

 

R. Let us sing to the Lord; he has covered himself in glory. 

 

I will sing to the LORD, for he is gloriously triumphant; 

horse and chariot he has cast into the sea. 

My strength and my courage is the LORD, 

and he has been my savior. 

He is my God, I praise him; 

the God of my father, I extol him. 

R. Let us sing to the Lord; he has covered himself in glory. 

 

The LORD is a warrior, 

LORD is his name! 

Pharaoh's chariots and army he hurled into the sea; 

the elite of his officers were submerged in the Red Sea. 

R. Let us sing to the Lord; he has covered himself in glory. 

 

The flood waters covered them, 

they sank into the depths like a stone. 

Your right hand, O LORD, magnificent in power, 

R. Let us sing to the Lord; he has covered himself in glory. 

 

You brought in the people you redeemed 

and planted them on the mountain of your inheritance 

the place where you made your seat, O LORD, 

the sanctuary, LORD, which your hands established. 

The LORD shall reign forever and ever. 

R. Let us sing to the Lord; he has covered himself in glory. 
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A reading from the Prophet Isaiah                Is 54:5-14 

The One who has become your husband is your Maker; 

his name is the LORD of hosts; 

your redeemer is the Holy One of Israel, 

called God of all the earth. 

The LORD calls you back, 

like a wife forsaken and grieved in spirit, 

a wife married in youth and then cast off, 

says your God. 

For a brief moment I abandoned you, 

but with great tenderness I will take you back. 

In an outburst of wrath, for a moment 

I hid my face from you; 

but with enduring love I take pity on you, 

says the LORD, your redeemer. 

This is for me like the days of Noah, 

when I swore that the waters of Noah 

should never again deluge the earth; 

so I have sworn not to be angry with you, 

or to rebuke you. 

Though the mountains leave their place 

and the hills be shaken, my love shall never leave you 

nor my covenant of peace be shaken, says the LORD, who has mercy on you. 

O afflicted one, storm-battered and unconsoled, I lay your pavements in 

carnelians, and your foundations in sapphires; I will make your 

battlements of rubies, your gates of carbuncles, and all your walls of 

precious stones. 

All your children shall be taught by the LORD, and great shall be the peace 

of your children. 

In justice shall you be established, far from the fear of oppression, 

where destruction cannot come near you. 

The word of the Lord  
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM               30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 13 

 

R. I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued me. 

 

I will extol you, O LORD, for you drew me clear 

and did not let my enemies rejoice over me. 

O LORD, you brought me up from the netherworld; 

you preserved me from among those going down into the pit. 

R. I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued me. 

 

Sing praise to the LORD, you his faithful ones, 

and give thanks to his holy name. 

For his anger lasts but a moment; 

a lifetime, his good will. 

At nightfall, weeping enters in, 

but with the dawn, rejoicing. 

R. I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued me. 

 

Hear, O LORD, and have pity on me; 

O LORD, be my helper. 

You changed my mourning into dancing; 

O LORD, my God, forever will I give you thanks. 

R. I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued me. 
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A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans   Romans 6:3-11 

Brothers and sisters: Are you unaware that we who were baptized into 

Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 

 

We were indeed buried with him through baptism into death, 

so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 

by the glory of the Father, 

we too might live in newness of life. 

 

For if we have grown into union with him through a death like his, 

we shall also be united with him in the resurrection. 

We know that our old self was crucified with him, 

so that our sinful body might be done away with, 

that we might no longer be in slavery to sin. 

For a dead person has been absolved from sin. 

If, then, we have died with Christ, 

we believe that we shall also live with him. 

We know that Christ, raised from the dead, dies no more; 

death no longer has power over him. 

As to his death, he died to sin once and for all; 

as to his life, he lives for God. 

Consequently, you too must think of yourselves as being dead to sin 

and living for God in Christ Jesus. 

The word of the Lord  
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM               118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23 

 

R. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, 

for his mercy endures forever. 

Let the house of Israel say, 

"His mercy endures forever." 

R. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

The right hand of the LORD has struck with power; 

the right hand of the LORD is exalted. I shall not die, but live, 

and declare the works of the LORD. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

The stone the builders rejected 

has become the cornerstone. 

By the LORD has this been done; 

it is wonderful in our eyes. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 


