
St Benedict’s Catholic Church   
In the care of the Missionaries of God’s Love             Parish Team: 

Parish Office Hours: Tues—Friday, 9am—12pm  Fr Rembert Fernando, MGL (Parish Priest)  

Corner of Sturt Ave & Jerrabomberra Ave (PO Box 55)   Fr Chris Eaton, MGL (Mission Centre Director)  

Narrabundah ACT 2604                                   Adrian Wellspring (Spiritual Direction & Personal Vocation) 

Tel: +61 (02) 6295 7879/ Parish Office            Isabel Roberts (Parish Secretary) 

Emergency Number: (02) 6239 6772      

Website: cg.org.au/Narrabundah Email: Narrabundah@cg.org.au        

Sixth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
10th & 11th February 2024 

St Benedict’s Social Group hosts morning tea 
after the 9.00 am Mass on the 1st Sunday of 
each month.  Volunteers are invited to assist 
with this monthly morning tea, especially for 
the next three months.  If you’re available to 
help out please contact the Parish Office or 
Sue 0407 269 193. 

St Benedict’s Catholic Parish acknowledge the Ngunnawal People, the Traditional Owners who have walked upon and cared for this land for 
thousands of years. We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples to this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 

ROSTER FOR NEXT WEEKEND   
17th & 18th February 2024 

1st Reading  
 

2nd 
Reading 

 

Gospel  
 

  Sat 6 pm  Sun 9am 

Welcomers 
Carmel & 

Peter Pistoor 
Alma Burg 

Readers 
Moira 

Najdecki, 
Don Jeffery 

Santhosh Jose, 
Josephus Bumaat 

Offertory Volunteers Jose family 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Sue 
Neimanis 

Josephus Bumaat 

Flowers,   
Altar Clean  

Loretta Thomas & Anne Hobday 

Church 
Cleaners 

Jeanne Eri 

Visitation  

Sun 6pm 
Mass 
Readers 

Anne Hartwell, Anna Strimota 

ROSTER FOR THIS WEEKEND   
10th & 11th February 2024 

  Sat 6 pm  Sun 9am 

Welcomers 
Louise 
Gaudry 

Robert Henry 

Readers 
BA Daly, 
Louise 
Gaudry 

Barry Murphy, 
Santhosh Jose 

Offertory 
BA Daly, 

Helen 
Bennett 

Young family 

Eucharistic Sue Barry Murphy 

Flowers,   
Altar Clean 

Claudine Smith & Louise Gaudry 

Church 
Cleaners 

Santhosh Jose 

Visitation  

Sun 6pm  
Mass 
Readers 

Shalendra De Silva, Shenaya De 
Silva 

The Christian’s Final Journey: Catholic 
Cemeteries and Crematoria and partner, the ACU 
Centre for Liturgy, are offering a one-day workshop 
on Catholic funerals on 13 February 2024. It has 
been designed for all those interested in Catholic 
funerals including parishioners, clergy, Funeral 
Directors, Bereavement Teams, Pastoral 
Associates, Parish Secretaries and Family Faith 
Educators, and all school staff. Catholic practices 
around burial and cremation will be investigated as 
well as preparation of a funeral (for future discussion 
with the funeral celebrant) and how to support 
the grieving. It will be held at Club Ashfield, 1-11 
Charlotte Street Ashfield NSW. Time: 9am-5pm 
(registration from 8.30am). Registration is essential 
by 7 February. Cost: $60 (includes lunch and a 
workbook) ($120 for Funeral Directors who will 
receive certification for 5 years.) 
Enquiries: CentreforLiturgy@acu.edu.au or 02 
9701 4751. For more information, and to register, go 
to www.acu.edu.au/centreforliturgy/pastoral-training  

Reflection on Gospel 

In today's Gospel, the man with leprosy took the 
initiative, approaching Jesus and asking for 
healing. In doing so, the leper violated the 
religious customs of the day by approaching a 
person who was clean. His request to Jesus can 
be interpreted as a courageous and daring act. 
The confidence of the leper in Jesus' ability to 
heal him is evident in the words of his request. 
But his words can also be read as a challenge to 
Jesus, asking just how far Jesus was willing to 
extend himself in order to heal someone. While 
healing the man, Jesus touched him, which also 
violated established social norms. This is an 
important sign of the depth of Jesus' compassion 
for the man and an important statement about 
Jesus' interpretation of the Law of Moses. 
 
Although Jesus touched the leper, he did not 
break completely with the Law of Moses. He 
instructed the man not to tell anyone about the 
cure and told him to present himself to the 
priests as prescribed by the Law of Moses. The 
first instruction sounds nearly impossible to 
honor. Certainly, the man would want to share 
the good news of his healing, and his quick 
improvement would require an explanation. The 
second instruction honors the Law of Moses. 
 
Mark's Gospel tells us that after this healing, it 
became difficult for Jesus to travel freely. There 
are several possible explanations for this. There 
might have been concern about the 
repercussions of Jesus' breach of social and 
religious norms. In touching the man with 
leprosy, Jesus made himself unclean. Mark's 
narrative, however, leads to the conclusion that 
Jesus' movement was hampered by his 
popularity. Despite his instructions, the cured 
man spread the word about Jesus' healing power. 
Even when Jesus was in deserted places, people 
sought him out in search of his healing.  

REVITALISING OUR PARISH 

We are excited to announce that 
St.Benedict's Parish and Mission Centre is 

about to set out on a journey of renewal 
through Divine Renovation. 

 Divine Renovation is a Catholic ministry  

dedicated to parish renewal. It helps  

parishes come alive by providing tools and 
coaching needed to lead parishes 
from maintenance to mission.  

In the Divine Renovation context 
‘maintenance to mission’ means recognising 
that we don’t have to live with decline being 
normal, and stepping off the treadmill and 
looking at ways we can improve things at  

St Benedict’s, so that we can begin to see 
different results.  

 

For more information about Divine Renova-
tion see:  

 

https://divinerenovation.org 

 

Fr Rem and Fr Chris 

February | Marriage 
Preparation Course 

Upcoming Marriage Preparation courses for 
engaged couples: FOCCUS - Tues 13

th
 Feb 

5-9pm plus a private follow up session at 
CatholicCare. Evenings for the Engaged - 
Sat 10

th
 & 17

th
 Feb 9-3pm. Engaged 

Encounter- Sydney, Sat 24 & Sun 25. 
SmartLoving – online, 9 lessons, learn at 
your own pace when suits you. For more 
information contact 
marriage.preparation@cg.org.au To register 
go to www.marriagefamily.org.au 
Enquiries: Contact Lara Kirk on 
lara.kirk@cg.org.au or Helena Zobec on 
0405 440 463 

14 MARCH | An Evening with 

Fr Timothy Radcliffe OP 

Fr Timothy Radcliffe OP was Master of the 
Order of Preachers from 1992 to 2001. A 
member of the community at Blackfriars, 
Oxford, he is the author of several very 
popular books and an internationally 
reputed speaker and retreat-giver. 
Date: Thursday 14 March 2024, Place: 
Merci College Wise Street Braddon Time: 
5.30 -7.00pm 
Free Tickets: https://bit.ly/4blSurY 

mailto:CentreforLiturgy@acu.edu.au
http://www.acu.edu.au/centreforliturgy/pastoral-training
mailto:marriage.preparation@cg.org.au
http://www.marriagefamily.org.au
mailto:lara.kirk@cg.org.au
https://bit.ly/4blSurY


 

 

Parish Office Hours 

9am—12pm, Tuesday—Friday 

Weekend Mass Times 

Saturday:  6pm  (Vigil)  

Sunday:  9am; 6pm  (Charismatic Mass);  

Fourth Sunday of the Month:  6pm  (Youth Mass)  

Weekday Mass Times 

Tuesday: 5.30pm;  Wednesday: 12.30pm;  Thursday: 

5.30pm; Friday: 5.30pm (Healing Mass);  Saturday 

8.00am 

Reconciliation 

Friday following Healing Mass from 6.15pm-7pm; 

Saturday: 5pm-5:30pm or by appointment  

Prayer of the Church 

Saturday: 7.30am 3rd Friday  Padre Pio: 5pm          

Baptisms: During w eekend Masses or  by 
appointment. See parish website for booking 
information. 

Weddings: by appointm ent  

Anointing of the Sick 

During the 5.30pm Mass on first Fridays     

10.30am at  Jindalee 1st  Thursday of the month, 

10.30am at  Mt View  3rd   Thursday of the month 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Monday & Tuesday: 6am-10pm              

Wednesday & Thursday: 1pm-10pm 

Friday 6am to Saturday 8am 

Vacant hours that urgently need filling:  

Monday: 12-1pm 

Tuesday: 11am-12pm, 1-2pm, 6pm-10pm  

Thursday: 7-10pm 
Contact: Anne Sutherland (0413203901) or Parish 
office for more information. 

Hearing Loop is located in the r ight center  
rows of the church. Please ensure your hearing aid is 
tuned to make the best use of this facility. 

 

First reading                                               Leviticus 13: 1-2, 44-46 

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron, ‘If a swelling or scab or shiny spot appears on a 
man’s skin, a case of leprosy of the skin is to be suspected. The man must be taken to 
Aaron, the priest, or to one of the priests who are his sons.  
‘The man is leprous: he is unclean. The priest must declare him unclean; he is 
suffering from leprosy of the head. A man infected with leprosy must wear his clothing 
torn and his hair disordered; he must shield his upper lip and cry, “Unclean, unclean.” 
As long as the disease lasts he must be unclean; and therefore he must live apart: he 
must live outside the camp.’  

 

Psalm 31 (32): 1-2, 5, 11 R.  I turn to you, Lord, in time of trouble, and you 
fill me with the joy of salvation. 

     

Second reading         1 Corinthians 10: 31-11: 1 

Whatever you eat, whatever you drink, whatever you do at all, do it for the glory of 
God. Never do anything offensive to anyone – to Jews or Greeks or to the Church of 
God; just as I try to be helpful to everyone at all times, not anxious for my own 
advantage but for the advantage of everybody else, so that they may be saved. Take me 
for your model, as I take Christ.  

 

Gospel Acclamation                                                    Luke 7: 16 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

A great prophet has appeared among us; God has visited his people. 

Alleluia! 

 

Gospel                                                                                       Mark 1: 40-45 

A leper came to Jesus and pleaded on his knees: ‘If you want to’ he said ‘you can cure 
me.’ Feeling sorry for him, Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him. ‘Of course I 
want to!’ he said. ‘Be cured!’ And the leprosy left him at once and he was cured. Jesus 
immediately sent him away and sternly ordered him, ‘Mind you say nothing to 
anyone, but go and show yourself to the priest, and make the offering for your healing 
prescribed by Moses as evidence of your recovery.’ The man went away, but then 
started talking about it freely and telling the story everywhere, so that Jesus could no 
longer go openly into any town, but had to stay outside in places where nobody lived. 
Even so, people from all around would come to him.  

Copyright © 1996-2019 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by 

Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.  Text of the Psalms: Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England).  

Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd. All rights reserved.  

 

Please pray for the sick and 
deceased  of the parish  

Anniversaries:  Rathesh Fernando, Ray Pasard, 
Catherine Cleary, Frank Fulop, Ronnie Van Belkom, Tom 
French, Agnes Calvert, Clare Connell, Pat Connors, Doris 
Flaherty, Maud Inch, Monica Knight, Mario Krajina, 
Leonard Legge-Wilkinson, Kenneth Lentell, Lorna Ludwig, 
Antonia Martin, Fred Martin, Ronald & Marilyn Molyneux, 
Marie Morgan, Joan Parker, Alice Smith, Stephanie 
Stoddard, Monica Thomas, Fr Richard Daly, Fr Bill Keating, 
Fr Francis Hartigan, Fr Thomas Hilly, Fr Joseph Keating.  

Our Sick: J indalee & Mt View residents, Tony Sealy, 
Tony Evans, Rose Mason, Clem Dick, Julia Brown, Mitchell 
White, Germaphi, Pat Atkins, Lorraine Davis, Mathew, Lyn 
Walker, Louis Pini, Anthony, Helen French, Flora Arias, 
Mark Ransom, Ben Melbourne,  Pamela Brown, Anne 
Rosewarne; Carol Rees, Monica Boyton, Mary Smith, Colin 
Paley, Janice Paley, Caroline Evans, Gert Fletcher, Anna 
Pace,  Barbara Parsons, Edwina Gundelach, Daniel Collins, 
Rita Smith, Andrea Bernabey, Gustavo Caceres.  

 

Donating to the parish  

To deposit directly into the Parish account, please 

use the following details: 

BSB: 062 786 

Account number: 000014992 

Please include your Planned Giving (envelope) 

number in the reference if you have one, otherwise 

your surname  and ‘Donation’.  

 
NEEDS OF LAY CATHOLICS TODAY 

What do adult lay Catholics need today to 
help them live a committed Catholic life 
amid the circumstances of modern society? 
To find out and to help improve their 
services to our Archdiocese, the Canberra 
Circle of The Catenians, an 
international association of lay 
Catholics, is conducting an 
Archdiocesan-wide online 
survey. Please help by 
completing this brief, anonymous, tick-box 
survey via this URL or QR code. Thank you. 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
CLTZGMW Contact: Phil Murray, 
President, Canberra Catenians 0419 695 
927 or phil13murray@gmail.com 

 

CatholicCare Retirement Villas 
CatholicCare currently has several vacancies at 
our retirement villas based in Aranda and 
Campbell. For further information on the vacant 
villas and to view the villas please contact 
Dominica McNamara, Retirement Villas 
Manager, on 
property.management@catholiccare.cg.org.au 
or on 6162 6100 to indicate your interest. 

Young Catholic In Need of 
Accommodation 

A young catholic professional woman is 
moving to Canberra for work and is looking for 
a flatshare/granny flat to reside. A room in 
Barton, Kingston, Griffith, Forrest or Campbell 
is preferable with a flexible budget of 
approximately $280-$340 (open to 
consideration). Contact Jacinta on 0468 496 
033. 

O God, pour out in your Church a spirit of 
reverence and courage, to raise up worthy 
ministers for your people and make them 
ardent, yet gentle heralds of your Gospel. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CLTZGMW
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CLTZGMW
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