FIRST READING
A reading from the prophet
Isaiah

I did not cover my face against

insult and I know I will not be
ashamed.

provides me with speech. Each
morning he wakes me to hear,
to listen like a disciple. The Lord
has opened my ear. For my part,

I turn away. I offered my back

to those who struck me, my

cheeks to those who tore at my

beard; I did not cover my face !

Lord comes to my help, so that

I am untouched by the insults.
So, too, I set my face like flint;
I know I shall not be shamed.

B The word of the Lord.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Ps 21:8-9, 17-20, 23-24.R. v. 2
R. My God, my God, why
have you abandoned me?
1. All who see me deride me. /

They curl their lips, they toss :

their heads. / ‘He trusted in
the Lord, let him save him: /
let him release him if this is his
friend.” R.

2. Many dogs have surrounded

me, / a band of the wicked beset :

me. / They tear holes in my
hands and my feet, /I can count
every one of my bones. R.

3. They divide my clothing

leave me alone, / my strength,
make haste to help me! R.

4. I'will tell of your name to my
brethren / and praise you where :
they are assembled. / “You who :
fear the Lord give him praise; / :

152 50:4-7 ¢ all sons of Jacob, give him
- glory. / Revere him, Israel’s

¢ sons.” R.

. SECOND READING

- A reading from the letter of
TheLordhasgivenmeadisciple’s St Paul to the Philippians
tongue. So that I may know = e humbled himself to become like
how to reply to the wearied, he :
His state was divine, yet Christ
. Jesus did not cling to his equality
. with God but emptied himself
. to assume the condition of a
I made no resistance, neither did slave, and became as men are;
- and being as all men are, he was
humbler yet, even to accepting !
death, death on a cross. But :
¢ God raised him high and gave
against insult and spittle. The | him the name which is above all
other names so that all beings
in the heavens, on earth and in
the underworld, should bend :
. the knee at the name of Jesus
and that every tongue should !

acclaim Jesus Christ as Lord, to O, Which do you want me fo

Phil 2:6-11

us and God raised him on high.

the glory of God the Father.
B The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Phil 2:8-9
Praise to you, Lord Jesus !
. Chuist, king of endless glory! /
Christ became obedient for us :
even to death, / dying on the !

cross. / Therefore God raised
him on high / and gave him a

name above all other names. / :
i Praise to you, Lord Jecus

Christ, king of endless glory!

GOSPEL Mt 27:11-54

. P. The passion of our Lord Jesus

among them. / They cast lots : Christ according to Matthew :
for my robe. / O Lord, do not
. single speaker C. Crowd, or more

. than one other speaker)

(N. Narrator J. Jesus O. Other

N.Jesus, then, was brought

before the governor, and

the governor put to him this
question:

O. Are you the king of the Jews?

. N. Jesus replied:
- J. Itis you who say it.
- N.But when he was accused

by the chief priests and the
elders he refused to answer
at all. Pilate then said to
him:

O. Do you not hear how many
charges they have brought
against you?

N.But to the governor’s
complete amazement, he
offered no reply to any of
the charges.

At festival time it was
the governor’s practice to
release a prisoner for the
people, anyone they chose.
Now there was at that time
a notorious prisoner whose
name was Barabbas. So
when the crowd gathered,
Pilate said to them,

release for you: Barabbas or
Jesus who is called Christ?

N. For Pilate knew it was out
of jealousy that they had
handed him over. Now as
he was seated in the chair of
judgement, his wife sent him
a message,

O. Have nothing to do with that
man; [ have been upset all
day by a dream I had about
him.

N.The chief priests and
the elders, however, had
persuaded the crowd to
demand the release of
Barabbas and the execution
of Jesus. So when the
governor spoke and asked
them:

O. Which of the two do you
want me to release for you?

N. They said:
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0.1 am innocent of this man’s :

C. His blood be on us and on

C
N.

. Barabbas.
. Pilate said to them: 5
. What am I to do with Jesus

who is called Christ?

. They all said:

. Let him be crucified!
. Pilate asked:
.Why? What harm has he

done?

.But they shouted all the

louder,

. Let him be crucified! :
. Then Pilate saw that he was
making no impression, that !
in fact a riot was imminent. :
So he took some water, :
washed his hands in front of

the crowd and said:

blood. It is your concern.

.And the people, to a man,

shouted back:

our children!

. Then he released Barabbas
for them. He ordered Jesus '
to be first scourged and then !

handed over to be crucified.

The governor’s soldiers
took Jesus with them into !
the Praetorium and collected
the whole cohort round him. |
Then they stripped him and :
him wear a scarlet :
cloak, and having twisted !
some thorns into a crown
they put this on his head :
and placed a reed in his right
hand. To make fun of him !

made

they knelt to him saying:

. Hail, king of the Jews! :
And they spat on him and
reed and struck ‘:
him on the head with it.
And when they had finished
making fun of him, they took :
off the cloak and dressed him
in his own clothes and led :

took the

him away to crucify him.

On their way out, they :
came across a man from
Cyrene, Simon by name,
and enlisted him to carry !

e

. He

his cross. When they had
called :
Golgotha, that is, the place :
of the skull, they gave him
wine to drink. When they :
had finished crucifying him
they shared out his clothing -
by casting lots, and then

reached a place

C

. The man is calling on
Elijah,

N.and one of them quickly

sat down and stayed there | C

keeping guard over him. !
N. But Jesus, again crying out
against him;
it read: “This is Jesus, the :
King of the Jews’. At the
same time t‘wo r<?bbers were N.At that,
crucified with him, one on
the right and one on the left.

The passers-by jeered at
him; they shook their heads

Above his head was placed
the charge

and said:

. So you would destroy the
Temple and rebuild it :
in three days! Then save
yourself! If you are God’s
son, come down from the :

cross!

. The chief priests with the
scribes and elders mocked :
him in the same way, saying:
he
cannot save himself. He is :

. C.

come down from the cross

saved others;
the King of Israel; let him

now, and we will believe
in him. He put his trust in

him if he wants him. For
he did say, ‘I am the son

of God’.

. Even the robbers who were
crucified with him taunted

him in the same way.
From the

there was darkness

loud voice:
Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?

.That is: ‘My God, my God,
why have you deserted me?”
When some of those who
stood there heard this, they

said:

ran to get a sponge which
he dipped in vinegar and,
putting it on a reed, gave
it him to drink. The rest of
them said:

. Wait! See if Elijah will

come to save him.

in a loud voice, yielded up
his spirit.
All kneel and pause a moment.

the veil of the
Temple was torn in two
from top to bottom; the
earth quaked; the rocks were
split; the tombs opened and
the bodies of many holy
men rose from the dead, and
these, after his resurrection,
came out of the tombs,
entered the Holy City and
appeared to a number of
people.

Meanwhile the centu-
rion, together with the others
guarding Jesus, had seen the
earthquake and all that was
taking place, and they were
terrified and said:

In truth this was a son of
God.

Longer form, Mt 26:14-27:66

God; now let God rescue :

A SERVICE OF THE

sixth  hour :
over :
all the land until the ninth
hour. And about the ninth !
hour, Jesus cried out in a
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St Patricks Parish Gundagai

PO Box 204 Sheridan St GUNDAGAI NSW 2722
Ph 0478 000 526 | Fr George 0484604273
gundagai@cg.org.au | www.cg.org.au/gundagai

PALM SUNDAY YEAR A - 5 APRIL 2020

CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
NO PUBLIC CELEBRATIONS OF MASS, THE CHURCH IS CLOSED 24 HRS

Mass is available daily online at www.catholicvoice.org.au
Sunday Mass is aired on ten (Channel 05) Sunday mornings at 6am
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Confession By request, must be in an open space observing the 1.5 metre physical distancing
Marriage By appointment, must not exceed 5 persons - couple, witnesses and priest
Funerals Graveside service only, no more than 10 persons including priest

Annointing By request

Baptism Suspended until further notice

Holy Communion  Suspended until further notice
Confirmation Suspended until further notice

If you have any questions or need to speak to a priest please contact the parish on the phone numbers and/or email
indicated above and below

PRAYER REQUESTS

RECENTLY DECEASED. THE SICK AND MASS OFFERINGS

Please email or phone through your prayer and Mass requests, so that we can share them here and gather in spiritual
communion to offer your intentions. We pray for the recently deceased especially Mary Bowditch.

PARISH DETAILS

PARISH COUNCIL PRIESTS / PARISH PARISH BANKING

Fr George, Fr Namora, Peter Gain, Chris Fr George - 0484 604 273 BSB 062 786 A/C 14943
Baron, Anne Saunderson, Craig Ferguson,  Fr Namora - 0450 438 444 ST PATRICKS PARISH GUNDAGAI
Kate Howe, Liz Knight Madeline Ryan - 0478 000 526

A copy of the Church Bulletin is available on our website each week - www.cg.org.au/gundagai
Please send any notices to gundagai@cg.org.au by midday Wednesday each week for inclusion in the bulletin.

BANKING / PLANNED GIVING

We can, and must, continue supporting the priests and the parish through our first and second collections. These can be
done through online banking or by a bank deposit in person. Please note the different accounts and references.

FIRST COLLECTION including Mass Intentions
BSB 062-786 A/C 000029248 Acc Name: Central Presbytery Fund
IMPORTANT! Please reference your SURNAME and PARISH eg. Smith GUNDAGAI

SECOND COLLECTION/PLANNED GIVING
BSB 062 786 A/C 000014943 Acc Name: St Patricks Parish Gundagai

Please reference your SURNAME and PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPE NUMBER eg Smith PGENV24
Please contact the Secretary 0478 000 526 or gundagai@cg.org.au if you need an envelope number.
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NOTICES

ROSARY & ADORATION

You are encouraged to continue praying the rosary, phone around and arrange to pray ‘together’ on
the same day, at the same time, for the same intentions.

“Our dear heavenly Mother Mary...how little do our trials and sorrows appear when compared to her
bitter sufferings” ~ St Marianne Cope

Consider ‘virtual Adoration’ - through the following website https://virtualadoration.home.blog/
“When you visit Him, he forgets your sins and speaks only of His joy, His tenderness, and His love” St
Peter Julian Eymard

FR GEORGE’S GOSPEL REFLECTION

My dearly beloved in Christ, it has been two weeks since our Church doors have been closed and we have not been able
to gather for worship as a family. However, the readings and our celebration of Palm Sunday gives us the hope and
assurance that Christ’s kingdom will come. He is coming to establish his reign on earth and bring us peace. Therefore,
it is important for us to realise at this most difficult time that even though the church doors are closed, the Church is not
closed. You May ask How? And the simple answer is found in 1 Cor 6:19. Do you know you are temple of the Holy
Spirit.....if so, are we prepared to give the King of glory a welcome entry in your home and heart?

Jesus went to Jerusalem knowing full well what awaited him - betrayal, rejection, and crucifixion. The people of
Jerusalem, however, were ready to hail him as their Messianic King! Little did they know what it would cost this king to
usher in his kingdom. Jesus' entry into Jerusalem astride a colt was a direct fulfillment of the Messianic prophecy of
Zechariah (9:9):

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem. Lo, your king comes to you; triumphant and
victorious is he, and riding on an donkey and upon a colt the foal of a donkey.

Those who believe, hope, and love receive Christ's kingdom of peace and eternal life

The colt was a sign of peace. Jesus enters Jerusalem in meekness and humility, as the Messianic King who offers
victory and peace to his people. That victory and peace would be secured in the cross and resurrection which would
soon take place at the time of Passover.

Augustine, the great 5th century church father, comments on the significance of Jesus' entry into Jerusalem:

"The master of humility is Christ who humbled himself and became obedient even to death, even the death of the cross.
Thus he does not lose his divinity when he teaches us humility... What great thing was it to the king of the ages to
become the king of humanity? For Christ was not the king of Israel so that he might exact a tax or equip an army with
weaponry and visibly vanquish an enemy. He was the king of Israel in that he rules minds, in that he gives counsel for
eternity, in that he leads into the kingdom of heaven for those who believe, hope, and love. It is a condescension, not an
advancement for one who is the Son of God, equal to the Father, the Word through whom all things were made, to
become king of Israel. Itis an indication of pity, not an increase in power." (Tractates on John 51.3-4)

Psalm 24 is another prophetic passage which echoes this triumphal procession of the King of glory:

Lift up your heads, O gates! and be lifted up, O ancient doors! that the King of glory may come in.
Jesus Christ came to bring us the kingdom of God. He is the true King who offers peace, joy, and everlasting life for
those who accept his kingship. Does the King of glory find a welcome entry in your heart and home? Do your walls echo
with the praise of his glory?

"Lord Jesus, be the King and Ruler of my heart, mind, life, and home. May my life reflect your meekness and humility
that you may be honoured as the King of glory!"

COLLECTIONS HOLY WEEK AT HOME

Online Planned Giving MARCH  $1620.00 Download liturgies to use at home during
Please continue to give through online banking and ~ Holy Week, they are available from our
call the secretary, Madeline Ryan, if you need website www.cg.org.au/gundagai under
assistance to set it up - 0478 000 526 ‘Parish News'’

EASTER SERVICES TO BE TELEVISED

Good news! Catholics around Australia will be able to watch Easter services live on national television
from St Mary’s Cathedral in Sydney.

In a 7TNEWS special, the network will stream The Lord’s Passion at 3pm on Good Friday and Easter
Sunday Mass from 10.30am across the country on Channel 7, Prime 7 in regional areas, and live-
streamed on 7plus.

Both liturgies will be broadcast commercial-free and in their entirety.
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