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FIRST READING 

First Reading: Isaiah 62:1-5 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

 

For Zion’s sake I will not be silent, for Jerusalem’s sake I 

will not grow weary, until her integrity shines out like 

the dawn and her salvation flames like a torch. 

 

The nations then will see your integrity, all the kings 

your glory, and you will be called by a new name,  

one which the mouth of the Lord will confer.  

You are to be a crown of splendour in the hand of the 

Lord, a princely diadem in the hand of your God; no 

longer are you to be named 'Forsaken', nor your land 

'Abandoned', but you shall be called 'My Delight' and 

your land 'The Wedded'; for the Lord takes delight in 

you and your land will have its wedding.  

Like a young man marrying a virgin, so will the one 

who built you wed you, and as the bridegroom rejoices 

in his bride, so will your God rejoice in you.  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

Responsorial Psalm: 88:4-5. 16-17. 27. 29 

 

For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 

 

'I have made a covenant with my chosen one; 

I have sworn to David my servant:  

I will establish your dynasty for ever 

and set up your throne through all ages.'  

 

Happy the people who acclaim such a king, 

who walk, O Lord, in the light of your face,  

who find their joy every day in your name,  

who make your justice  

the source of their bliss.  

 

'He will say to me: "You are my father, 

my God, the rock who saves me." 

I will keep my love for him always;  

for him my covenant shall endure.'  

 

For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 

SECOND READING 

Second Reading: Acts 13:16-17. 22-25 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

 

When Paul reached Antioch in Pisidia, he stood up in 

the synagogue, held up a hand for silence and began to 

speak: 

'Men of Israel, and fearers of God, listen! The God of 

our nation Israel chose our ancestors, and made our 

people great when they were living as foreigners in 

Egypt; then by divine power he led them out.  

'Then he made David their king, of whom he approved 

in these words, "I have selected David son of Jesse, a 

man after my own heart, who will carry out my whole 

purpose". To keep his promise, God has raised up for 

Israel one of David's descendants, Jesus, as Saviour,  

SECOND READING 

Cont...whose coming was heralded by John when he 

proclaimed a baptism of repentance for the whole peo-

ple of Israel. Before John ended his career he said, "I am 

not the one you imagine me to be; that one is coming 

after me and I am not fit to undo his sandal".'  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Tomorrow the wickedness of the earth  

will be destroyed: 

the Saviour of the world will be our king.  

Alleluia! 

GOSPEL 

Gospel: Matthew 1:1-25 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew  

 

A genealogy of Jesus Christ son of David, son of Abra-

ham: 

Abraham was the father of Isaac, 

Isaac the father of Jacob, 

Jacob was the father of Judah and his brothers, 

Judah was the father of Perez and Zerah, Tamar 

being their mother, 

Perez was the father of Hezron, 

Hezron the father of Ram, 

Ram was the father of Amminadab, 

Amminadab was the father of Nahshon, 

Nahshon the father of Salmon, 

Salmon was the father of Boaz,  

Rahab being his mother, 

Boaz was the father of Obed,  

Ruth being his mother, 

Obed was the father of Jesse; 

and Jesse was the father of King David. 

David was the father of Solomon,  

whose mother had been Uriah's wife, 

Solomon was the father of Rehoboam, 

Rehoboam was the father of Abijah, 

Abijah was the father of Asa, 

Asa was the father of Jehoshaphat, 

Jehoshaphat was the father of Joram, 

Joram was the father of Azariah, 

Azariah was the father of Jotham, 

Jotham was the father of Ahaz, 

Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, 

Hezekiah was the father of Manasseh, 

Manasseh the father of Amon, 

Amon the father of Josiah, 

and Josiah was the father of Jechoniah  

and his brothers. 

Then the deportation to Babylon took place.  

After the deportation to Babylon:  

Jechoniah was the father of Shealtiel, 

Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, 

Zerubbabel was the father of Abiud, 

Abiud the father of Eliakim, 

Eliakim the father of Azor, 

Azor was the father of Zadok, 

Zadok the father of Achim, 



GOSPEL Cont... 

Achim the father of Eliud, 

Eliud was the father of Eleazar, 

Eleazar the father of Matthan, 

Matthan the father of Jacob; 

and Jacob was the father of Joseph the husband of 

Mary; of her was born Jesus who is called Christ. 

The sum of generations is therefore : fourteen from 

Abraham to David; fourteen from David to the 

Babylonian deportation; and fourteen from the 

Babylonian deportation to Christ.  

 

This is how Jesus Christ came to be born. His mother 

Mary was betrothed to Joseph, but before they came to 

live together she was found to be with child through the 

Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a man of hon-

our and wanting to spare her publicity, decided to di-

vorce her informally. He had made up his mind to do 

this when the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream and said, 'Joseph son of David, do not be afraid 

to take Mary home as your wife, because she has con-

ceived what is in her by the Holy Spirit. She will give 

birth to a son and you must name him Jesus, because he 

is the one who is to save his people from their sins.' 

Now all this took place to fulfil the words spoken by 

the Lord through the prophet:  

The Virgin will conceive and give birth to a son 

and they will call him Emmanuel, 

a name which means 'God-is-with -us'. When Joseph 

woke up he did what the angel of the Lord told him to 

do: he took his wife to his home and, though he had 

not had intercourse with her, she gave birth to a son; 

and he named him Jesus. 

 QR CODE - CHURCH CAPACITY  
Please make sure you arrive before the start of Mass to  

register either by scanning our QR CODE with your mobile 

phone AND leaving your name on the register or writing 

your name and telephone number on the register.  

Our capacity has increased but we are still required to  

record numbers. Please check the notice board in the  

foyer for Covid 19 rules for the  Church. 

ARCHBISHOPõS CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 2020   
See https://www.catholicvoice.org.au/archbishop -christophers

-2020-christmas-message/   or   www.cg.org.au/watson   

ARCHBISHOP’S CHRISTMAS APPEAL 

4ÈÅ !ÒÃÈÂÉÓÈÏÐȭÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ !ÐÐÅÁÌ ÆÏÒ ΤΡΤΡ ÉÓ ÃÏÎÄÕÃÔÅÄ ÁÔ ÁÌÌ 
#ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ -ÁÓÓÅÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ !ÒÃÈÄÉÏÃÅÓÅ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÌÌ ÁÇÁÉÎ ÈÁÖÅ 
ÔÈÅ ÆÕÎÄÓ ÒÁÉÓÅÄ ÓÐÌÉÔȢ  
/ÕÒ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÅÃÕÍÅÎÉÃÁÌ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ "Ï×Ì  
     ÁÐÐÅÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÉÔÓ ×ÏÒË ÉÎ !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁȟ !ÆÒÉÃÁȟ !ÓÉÁ ÁÎÄ /ÃÅÁÎÉÁȢ 
#ÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÍÁÄÅ ÔÏ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ $ÉÏÃÅÓÁÎ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔÓ ÌÏÃÁÌÌÙȟ 
×ÉÔÈÉÎ 7ÉÌÃÁÎÎÉÁ &ÏÒÂÅÓ $ÉÏÃÅÓÅ ÁÎÄ ÇÌÏÂÁÌÌÙȟ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÅ $ÉÏȤ
ÃÅÓÅÓ ÏÆ /ÔÕËÐÏȟ .ÉÇÅÒÉÁȟ 4ÈÁÍÁÒÁÓÓÅÒÙȟ )ÎÄÉÁ ÁÎÄ 'ÉÚÏ $ÉÏÃÅÓÅ 
0.'Ȣ 7ÉÔÈÉÎ 'ÉÚÏ $ÉÏÃÅÓÅ ÁÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÃÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÃÏÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎ 
ÏÆ Á ÍÕÌÔÉÐÕÒÐÏÓÅ ÈÁÌÌ ÁÔ Á ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÆÏÒ ÍÉÇÒÁÎÔ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÆÒÏÍ 
+ÉÒÉÂÁÔÉ ÁÎÄ -ÁÌÁÉÔÁ ÉÎ .ÕÓÁÂÁÒÕËÕȢ 

/ÔÈÅÒ ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÅÎÄÅÁÖÏÕÒÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄÓȡ 
ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔÓ ÆÏÃÕÓÅÄ ÏÎ ÈÅÌÐÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÏÒ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÅ ,Á 3ÁÌÅÔÔÅ 
-ÁÔÈÁ 0ÒÏÖÉÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ /ÂÌÁÔÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 3ÁÃÒÅÄ 
(ÅÁÒÔ ɉ/3(Ɋ ÉÎ )ÎÄÉÁȠ ÁÎÄ ÆÕÒÔÈÅÒ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔ ÁÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÃÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÉÎ 
ÎÅÅÄ ÁÔ "ÅÔÈÌÅÈÅÍ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ (ÏÌÙ ,ÁÎÄȢ 

CHRISTMAS IN OUR PARISH 

Every Christmas the Christ Child in the  

manger at Bethlehem invites us to stop 

and to pay attention to the things that  

are especially important in our lives:  our loved ones, 

our family and friends  - and our loving God who holds 

us in existence, ‘in the palm of his hand’. 

When Christmas is over, an excellent way to grow in 

faith and to develop one’s relationship with God is to 

be part of our community as we celebrate the  

Eucharist on Sundays.  

You will be most welcome!  

PARISH PRAYER 

For those who have died  let us  

always remember and pray for  

all the souls of the faithful  

departed, may they rest in   

Christ’s Peace. Let us also pray  

for the recently deceased in our  

parish and community, and for 

their loved ones, that they may  

be consoled by God’s Tender Love and Divine Mercy.  

Let us pray for the sick, dying and housebound of  our 

parish and community, our families and friends, the  

elderly, lonely, downhearted; the poor, destitute,  

oppressed; unemployed, homeless, helpless, addicted,  

prisoners, sinners and those who have no one to pray for 

them; for caregivers, ministers to the sick, those in nursing 

homes and hospice care and those in or recently released 

from the hospital.        

Our sick 

Alexia Harris, Maria Martiniello, Greg O’Neill,  

Anna Linard, Carol Hallam, Mary Martin, Moya McGrath,  

Barbara Wilson, Anne Corver, Ursula Ramsay,  

Edith Jensen, Frank Zobec, June Pollard, Terry Stephens 

Philip Bailey, Fr Ellis Clifford, Awny El-Ghitany,  

Rosa Maria Santos, Joe Schimizzi, Zelma McManus,  

Elizabeth Webster, Pamela Sandy, Bob Hackett,  

Elsie Laughton, Paul Neddrie, Beth Delos Santos,  

Maureen Blood, Bernard Druett, Mary Lou Pentony 

Recently Deceased 

Elizabeth Tisdell, Mary Bogue, Corazon Ronas,  

Peter Theodore 

Anniversaries 

Vivienne Gaudencio, Bill McManus, Labib Jazrawi,  

Nawall Affas 

CHRISTMAS PRAYER 
Father God, 

When your precious Son became a tiny baby  
in a stable in Bethlehem in poverty  

and simplicity, you changed our world. 
As we imagine those surroundings, 

we join with the shepherds and the  
wise men in wonder and praise. 
 

We thank you for our material lives, 
praise you for our spiritual lives,  
and trust in you for our eternal life.  
Amen.  

https://www.catholicvoice.org.au/archbishop-christophers-2020-christmas-message/
https://www.catholicvoice.org.au/archbishop-christophers-2020-christmas-message/
http://www.cg.org.au/watson


FIRST READING 

First Reading: Isaiah 9:1-7 

 

The people that walked in darkness has seen a great 

light; on those who live in a land of deep shadow a 

light has shone. You have made their gladness greater, 

you have made their joy increase’ they rejoice in your 

presence, as men rejoice in your presence, as men re-

joice at harvest time, as men are happy when they are 

dividing the spoils. 

For the yoke that was weighing on him, the bar across 

his shoulders, the rod of his oppressor, these you break 

as on the day of Midian. For all the footgear of battle, 

every cloak rolled in blood, is burnt and son consumed 

by fire.  

For there is a child born for us, a son given to us and 

dominion is laid on his shoulders’ and this is the name 

they give him: Wonder -Counsellor, Mighty-God, Eter-

nal-Father, Prince-of-Peace. 

Wide is his dominion in a peace that has no end, for  

the throne of David and for his royal power, which he 

establishes and makes secure in justice and integrity. 

From this time onwards and for ever, the jealous love 

of the Lord of hosts will do this.  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

Responsorial Psalm - Sung 

 

Today, today a Saviour has been born;  

a Saviour has been born to us. 

He is Christ the Lord,  

Christ the Lord,  

Jesus Christ the Lord. 

 

Sing a new song to the Lord. 

Sing to the Lord, all the earth. 

Sing to the Lord, sing to the Lord. 

Sing to the Lord, bless his name! 

 

Refrain 

 

Proclaim his help day by day. 

Tell among the nations his glory. 

Tell of his works, tell of his works,  

and his wonders among  

all the peoples. 

 

Refrain 

 

Let the heavens rejoice  

and earth be glad,  

let the sea and all within it thunder praise.  

All of the land, all that it bears:  

rejoice at the presence  

of the Lord. 

 

Refrain 

SECOND READING 

Second Reading: Titus 2:11-14 

 

God’s grace has been revealed, and it has made salva-

tion possible for the whole human race and taught us 

that what we have to do is to give up everything that 

does not lead to God, and all our worldly ambitions; 

we must be self-restrained and live good and religious  

lives here in this present world, while we are waiting in 

hope for the blessing which will come with the Appear-

ing of the glory of our great God and saviour Christ  

Jesus. He sacrificed himself for us in order to set us free 

from all wickedness and to purify a people so that it 

could be his very own and would have no ambition 

except to do good.  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia!  Alleluia! Alleluia!  Alleluia!  

Alleluia!  Alleluia! Alleluia!  Alleluia!  

Come, Holy Spirit of Life  

And fill the hearts of your people  

and enkindle in them  

the fire of your love.  

Alleluia!  Alleluia! Alleluia!  Alleluia!  

GOSPEL 

Gospel: Luke 2:1-14 

 

Caesar Augustus issued a decree for a census of the whole 

world to be taken. This census – the first – took place while 

Quirinius was governor of Syria, and everyone went to his 

own town to be registered. So Joseph set out from the town 

of Nazareth in Galilee and travelled up to Judaea, to the 

town of David called Bethlehem, since he was of David’s 

House and line, in order to be registered together with Mary, 

his betrothed, who was with child. While they were there the 

time came for her to have her child, and she gave birth to a 

son, her first-born. She wrapped him in swaddling clothes, 

and laid him in a manager because there was no room for 

them at the inn. In the countryside close by there were shep-

herds who lived in the fields and took it in turns to watch 

their flocks during the night. The angel of the Lord appeared 

to them and the glory of the Lord shone round them. They 

were terrified, but the angel said, ‘Do not be afraid. Listen, I 

bring you news of great joy, a joy to be shared by the whole 

people. Today in the town of David a saviour has been born 

to you; he is Christ the Lord. And here is a sign for you: you 

will find a baby wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a 

manger.’ And suddenly with the angel there was a great 

throng of the heavenly host, praising God and singing; 

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

And peace to men who enjoy his favour’.  

OFFICE CLOSURE 

Holy Rosary Church Office will close on WEDNESDAY  

23 December AT 1:00pm and re open on  Monday 

4th January at 9:00am. 

Holy Rosary Church Office will close on Tuesday 23rd 

December and re open on  Monday 5th January. 

Christmas should be a time for us to remember  

that we as Christians have an obligation to leave  

the comforts of our every day life to help those  

less fortunate just as Jesus did for all of us. 



THANK YOU 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We share with you the glory, the wonder,  
the miracle of this Beautiful Holy Season.  

FR MANNES AWAY 

Fr Mannes will be on holidays from  

28th December - 18th January and on  

Retreat from 19th January - 23rd January.  

Fr Rafael will be caretaker during this time. 

CHRISTMAS 

An unknown poet said:   “There is a hush that comes 

with Christmas, life’s hurry and its cares seem far 

away.  And something in the silence seems to weave  

a mood akin to sadness, and yet we say, ‘A merry 

Christmas’ to all we meet.  And all the while inside,  

we feel the mystic spell as if the Christ child came on 

noiseless feet, with something old yet ever new to 

tell.  The eyes grow misty and yet they shed no tear, 

and those we have lost seem somehow near.”  

It is almost perfect, this mystic spell of Christmas.  To 

experience the beauty of Christmas Eve is to experience 

a taste of the fullness of God, for Christmas has become 

a symbol.  Christmas Eve is not merely Christmas Eve.   

It is no longer merely a religious holiday. Christmas Eve 

itself has become a symbol for our lives of the way God 

intended the world to be.   Christmas symbolises our 

need for sanity in a crazy mixed up world of hate and 

fear.  

THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS 

Christmas love stops the cooking to hug the child. Love 

sets aside the decorating to kiss the husband. Love is 

kind, though harried and tired. Love doesn't yell at the 

kids to get out of the way, but is thankful they are there 

to be in the way.  

Fr Mannes, Fr Rafael, as members 

of  the Parish  Team would like to 

thank all  parishioners for your 

generosity and help during the 

year. We have a huge list of  

people to acknowledge.  

‘Thank You’ to members of the 

Parish Finance Council. ‘Thank 

You’  to the Acolytes, Readers, 

Eucharistic Ministers, Musicians  

& Choir, School of Religion  

Catechists, Counters & Collectors, 

Social Function, Pastoral Care, 

Flower Ladies,  Maintenance, St 

Vincent de Paul,  Altar Linen / Sa-

cred Vessel Carers,  Prayer & Re-

flection Groups, Sausage Sizzlers, 

and all the other quiet achievers 

who contribute to the life of our 

wonderful Parish!   

Jesus is the Greek form of Joshua, which means the 

LORD savesȢ                                                              -ÁÔÔÈÅ× ΧȡΨΧ 

2020 

In recent months we may have hoped that Christmas 

would be the light at the end of the tunnel, marked by 

‘normal’ festivities and gatherings. But for many, this 

may still not be the ‘normal Christmas’ we’ve longed 

for, even if the temporary lifting of restrictions enables 

us to be together with loved ones and to celebrate the 

birth of our Lord in church.  

But however we feel, we can trust that our faithful God 

is always present with us and around us, even in this 

year of pandemic. Perhaps we’ve even found ourselves 

grateful to have a little more time than usual to sit qui-

etly with the Lord, pondering some of the things we 

may once have taken for granted … including the gift 

of simply being together with loved ones.  

As we look back over 2020, let’s ask God to show us 

anew how many of our ordinary daily human activities 

are linked with love … love for God, for one another, 

and for the whole of creation.  

With the Lord beside us, we try to notice some of the 

special gifts we’ve seen: the bravery of those working 

on the ‘front line’; the kindness of neighbours or 

strangers; the gift of communication through technolo-

gy; the hopeful news of a vaccine; and above all, the 

certainty that we are loved.  

BREAK OPEN THE WORD 

The night Mass on Christmas Eve, whether at midnight 

or earlier, has a unique feel about it. The sense of  

Expectation built up over the past four weeks is coming 

to a climax; anticipation has reached a crescendo. 

The regular congregation is outnumbered by visitors. 

Whole families have joined the throng. The church 

space may be well lit; but night has fallen and darkness 

surrounds the gathered community. 

Along with the night of the Easter Vigil, this is a night 

like no other. It welcomes a light that has overcome 

the darkness. It entrusts that light to communities like 

this, assembled around the globe. They are to be bear-

ers of this light that it may shine in the darkest recesses 

of the world and awaken hope in human hearts.  

GOPEL REFLECTION 

We turn now to Luke for his account of Jesus’ birth. 

What has become the popular story of Christmas - and 

what is represented in countless cribs - is largely derived 

from this. It has all the familiar features: the journey to 

Bethlehem, the manger, the swaddling clothes, the 

shepherds, the angel’s message, and the angelic hymn 

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven.’  

- MEISTER ECKHART- 

Christmas speaks to the depths of our hearts. With the 

demands which press on us at this time of the year,  

we may feel we fall short in 'doing justice' to Christmas. 

This is not surprising as it celebrates the mystery of the  

Infinite One taking human form and coming to live 

with us - to let us know how deeply we are loved and 

how important each of us is. It's God's gift to us  

beyond words! 'What good does it do if Christ is born 

in Bethlehem but is not born in our hearts?' 



ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 

A child is born for us, and a son is given to us;  

his sceptre of power rests upon his shoulder, 

and his name will be called Messenger of great counsel. 

FIRST READING 

First Reading:  Isaiah 52:7-10 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

 

How beautiful on the mountains, are the feet of one 

who brings good news, who heralds peace, brings 

happiness, proclaims salvation, and tells Zion,  

'Your God is king!' 

Listen! Your watchmen raise their voices, they shout for 

joy together, for they see the Lord face to face, as he 

returns to Zion. Break into shouts of joy together, you 

ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lord is consoling his people,  

redeeming Jerusalem. 

The Lord bares his holy arm in the sight of all the  

nations, and all the ends of the earth shall see the  

salvation of our God.  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

Responsorial Psalm:  97:1-6 

 

All the ends of the earth  

have seen the saving power of God. 

 

Sing a new song to the Lord 

for he has worked wonders. 

His right hand and his holy arm 

have brought salvation.  

 

The Lord has made known his salvation; 

has shown his justice to the nations. 

He has remembered his truth and love 

for the house of Israel. 

 

All the ends of the earth have seen 

the salvation of our God.  

Shout to the Lord all the earth, 

ring out your joy.  

 

Sing psalms to the Lord with the harp, 

with the sound of music. 

With trumpets and the sound of the horn  

acclaim the King, the Lord.  

 

All the ends of the earth  

have seen the saving power of God. 

SECOND READING 

Second Reading: Hebrews 1:1-6 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews  

 

At various times in the past and in various different ways, 

God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets; but in our 

own time, the last days, he has spoken to us through his Son,  

SECOND READING - Cont... 

the Son that he has appointed to inherit everything and 

through whom he made everything there is. He is the radiant 

light of God's glory and the perfect copy of his nature, sustain-

ing the universe by his powerful command; and now that he 

has destroyed the defilement of sin, he has gone to take his 

place in heaven at the right hand of divine Majesty. So he is 

now as far above the angels as the title which he has inherited 

is higher than their own name. 

God has never said to any angel: You are my Son, today I 

have become your father, or I will be a father to him and he a 

son to me. Again, when he brings the First-born into the 

world, he says: Let all the angels of God worship him. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

A holy day has dawned upon us. 

Come you nations and adore the Lord. 

Today a great light has come upon the earth.  

Alleluia! 

GOSPEL 

Gospel:  John 1:1-18 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

 

In the beginning was the Word: 

the Word was with God and the Word was God.  

He was with God in the beginning.  

Through him all things came to be, not one thing had its 

being but through him.  

All that came to be had life in him and that life was the 

light of men, a light that shines in the dark, a light that 

darkness could not overpower. 

A man came, sent by God. His name was John. 

He came as a witness, as a witness to speak for the light, 

so that everyone might believe through him. 

He was not the light, only a witness to speak for the 

light. 

The Word was the true light that enlightens all men; 

and he was coming into the world.  

He was in the world that had its being through him,  

and the world did not know him.  

He came to his own domain and his own people did 

not accept him. But to all who did accept him he gave 

power to become children of God, to all who believe in 

the name of him who was born not out of human stock 

or urge of the flesh or will of man but of God himself.  

The Word was made flesh, he lived among us,  

and we saw his glory, the glory that is his as the only 

Son of the Father, full of grace and truth. 

John appears as his witness. He proclaims: 

'This is the one of whom I said: He who comes after me 

ranks before me because he existed before me.' 

Indeed, from this fullness we have, all of us, received - 

yes, grace in return for grace, since, though the Law was 

given through Moses, grace and truth have come 

through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God; it is the 

only Son, who is nearest to the Father's heart, who has 

made him known.  



A CHILD IS BORN 

In the First Reading, Isaiah the prophet announces the 

coming of the Messiah. Foreseeing the birth of Christ, 

the prophet says of the those living at that time, “The 

people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.” 

Sometimes other people keep us in the dark for their 

own purposes. But we can keep ourselves in the dark, 

too, because we cannot face our sins and weaknesses. 

We do not want to see what we are. We shut our eyes 

against the light that reveals us to ourselves because that 

light seems so threatening. We cleave to the darkness 

because it seems so safe. 

When Christ comes among us, that holy measure 

illumines us and reveals what we are. 

When Christ is born, a great light is shined in our dark-

ness because God is in our midst now. The King has 

come. His dominion is vast; he is Father forever. We lay 

a plumb-line against a wall to check whether the wall is 

crooked or not. God himself is the plumb-line by which 

our unbearable bentness is made manifest to us. When 

Christ comes among us, that holy measure illumines us 

and reveals what we are. 

And so, as Malachi says (Mal 2:3), Who can abide the 

day of his coming? Who wants to be in this light? 

And maybe that is why the Messiah comes to us through 

human birth, as a new-born baby. When he comes, he is 

tiny, fragile, weak. Needy and hungry, he suckles at the 

breast of his mother. The great Judge of all the earth 

comes to the creatures who are subject to him as a baby, 

helpless, powerless. 

How much harsh judgment, superior condemnation, 

unbending rejection is there in a baby? 

Our fear of the light is defeated here. We do not have 

to figure out how to abide the day of his coming. We 

can surrender to it with gratitude and joy. The baby in-

vites us. The light of his love welcomes us. 

 Eleonore Stump ÈÔÔÐȡȾȾÌÉÔÕÒÇÙȢÓÌÕȢÅÄÕȾ 

LIGHT FROM LIGHT 

Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord    

Fr Richard Finn OP 

asks: How, amidst so much personal and societal dark-

ness does the Christ Child light up our lives?  

 

Each year in my childhood, my father would climb into 

the loft on Christmas Eve and retrieve a box of tree dec-

orations. Some must have come from the early years of 

the twentieth century, like the little birds of painted met-

al that clipped onto the higher branches of the tree, and 

delicate glass bells; others were from the sixties like the 

hollow stars of coloured plastic that my mother would 

fill with sweets and hang lower down. There was plenty 

of tinsel; and a set of coloured lights to be tested, its 

conical bulbs tightened or replaced, in the hope that 

they would still work their magic but not electrocute the 

cat. And why? Because, as Isaiah proclaims in the first 

reading from the Midnight Mass of Christmas, 'on those 

who live in a land of deep shadow a light has shone'; 

and as we hear from St John's Gospel for Christmas Day, 

the baby in the manger is none other than the Divine  

Word born in human flesh, the 'true light that enlightens 

all people'. 

LIGHT FROM LIGHT   

Cont...Each of us will have experienced times and 

pools of darkness in the past year: it may have been a 

major illness or family bereavement. For some it will 

have been the anxieties that come with financial insecu-

rity, or sudden loss of work, or the exhausting demands 

of caring for others with complex needs. For others, it 

may have been the break-up of a relationship, of a fam-

ily, a broken promise, or an abuse of trust. Our resili-

ence will have been tested, sometimes sorely, pushing 

us towards addictive behaviours or into cynicism; some 

will have reached breaking-point. All of us have suf-

fered to some extent from the increasingly bitter divi-

sions in society, from a political culture in which truth 

and moral integrity seem little valued. All of us, and 

some sharply through sudden floods, have suffered 

from the degradation of the natural environment on 

which we and future generations depend for our well -

being. Now, though, we can celebrate, truthfully and 

joyfully, how into this darkness of sin and its conse-

quences a light has come, 'a light that the darkness 

could not overpower'.  

How so? How does this child light up our lives? It takes 

the rest of John's Gospel, takes the four Gospels, to give 

a proper answer to this question; even then we shall 

not have a full answer; but the prologue to John's Gos-

pel sums it up for us. This child is the 'only Son of the 

Father full of grace and truth' and 'from His fulness we 

have, all of us, received'. 

As the Father's Son, true God from true God, in whom 

there can be no shadow of falsehood, there is nothing 

faked or phoney. Born of Mary, this child shows us 

what it really is to be human, both as he lies utterly vul-

nerable and dependent in the manger, and as he grows 

up into a mature human adult. Here is someone fully 

alive to love in the practice of the virtues, with the 

courage that it takes to live in the truth and to speak it. 

Here is one utterly unafraid to see the creation as the 

Father's gift, to accept and return the Father's love for 

Him and us in the power of the Holy Spirit, to worship 

the Father in the love He shows His neighbours, be 

they friends or enemies. This is what it is to act justly; 

this is what it takes to be compassionate. And as He 

goes to the cross, we see what it really costs. 

As the Father's son, true God from true God, between 

whom nothing is withheld, but all is given and shared 

in the Holy Spirit, there is nothing mean or stinted in 

how he acts. All is graced, freely given. Born of Mary, 

this child will share with us His all-creative life, restore 

us to that fully human life which He reveals, pouring 

out the Holy Spirit upon His Church at Pentecost, in 

baptism and confirmation, and through the gift of Him-

self in the Holy Eucharist.  

If we accept His cross, we shall share His resurrection 

from death to eternal life. 'If any one thirst, let him 

come to me and drink. He who believes in me, as the 

scripture has said, Out of his heart shall flow rivers of 

living water' (Jn 7:37 -38).   

However dark it gets, and because it gets so dark, there 

is so much to celebrate in this light! Happy Christmas!  

ÈÔÔÐȡȾȾÅÎÇÌÉÓÈȢÏÐȢÏÒÇȾÔÏÒÃÈ  

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/122517-midnight.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/bible/malachi/2:3


REFLECTION 

Today of all days, we need to reflect on our mood. 

How are you feeling? Are you looking forward to see-

ing loved ones, sharing a meal and presents, or are you 

on your own, quietly remembering Christmases past. 

Whatever it is, you are not alone. A tiny baby has just 

been born in Bethlehem. 

Read the text and try to visualise the scene. What was 

that first Christmas like? How did Mary and Joseph 

look? Imagine what will have been their thoughts as 

they listened to the shepherds. Maybe picture yourself 

being there too. How do you feel? Perhaps, like Mary, 

you will treasure these things and ponder them.  

Pray for all those who do not know Christ; for all those 

for whom it feels nothing like Christmas.  

BREAK OPEN THE WORD 

ôIn the beginning was the Word: the Word was with 
God and the Word was Godõ. 
With these words John begins his gospel and in the 
verses that follow he summarises the ideas he will de-
velop later in his gospel. The contrast between this 
reading and that from Luke (During the Night) which 
people know well as the Christmas Story, could not be 
more obvious. 
ôChristmas invites us to celebrate the Lordõs involve-
ment with human history, with its most insignificant 
and poorest people. The Lord is neither intimidated by 
the hostile darkness nor by the fact that his own peo-
ple do not accept him. His light is more powerful than 
all the shadows. Entering into the  hereness and 
nowness of our own history; nourishing our hope with 
the will to live for our countryõs poor, these are the un-
avoidable conditions to dwell in the tent which the Son 
pitched among us. In this way, we will experience in 
out own flesh, in the flesh of so many brothers and sis-
ters, the encounter with the Lord who announces the 
reign of lifeõ.  

A NOTE FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

                                       In a year of many challenges  

                                       and setbacks it’s good to  

                                       recall that despite all the  

                                       negativity the Christmas story   

                                       gives us hope. God taking on  

                                       a human nature is at the  

                                       heart of our celebration, this  

                                       is good news because God is  

                                       not above our torment, our   

                                       sorrow, our dismay.  

                                       Rather than magically  

                                       making all sorrows disappear 

God embraces it and transforms it into a way to  

transcend the purely earthly condition. 

 

As we move on to a new year I would like to thank 

you all for welcoming me to the parish and I pray that 

your Christmas and New Year may be blessed by the 

babe of Nazareth.  

 

God love you all. You're all in my prayers.               

 Fr Mannes OP 

SIGNIFICANCE OF CHRISTMAS 

The Significance of Christmas 

is known to people, all over  

the world. Though it is true  

that Christmas is celebrated as 

the day of the Birth of Christ  

Into this world, yet it also  

symbolises a very deeply  

significant truth of the spiritual 

life. Jesus Christ is the very  

personification of Divinity.  

He was born at a time when  

ignorance, superstition, greed, 

hatred and hypocrisy  

prevailed upon the land.  

Purity was forgotten and morality was neglected.     

In the midst of these conditions, Christ was born and 

He worked a transformation in the lives of people. He 

gave a new and a spiritual turn to peoples lives. There 

came a change upon the land. People started upon a 

new way of life. Thus a new era dawned for the world.   

In that period the seeker has no thought of God or 

higher spiritual life. They live a life of lust, anger, greed, 

deluded attachment, pride and jealousy. If the seeker 

must enter into a new life of spiritual aspiration, purity 

and devotion, then the Christ-spirit must take its birth 

within his heart. That is the real Christmas when the 

Divine element begins to express itself in the human 

heart. From then onward, light begins to shine where 

darkness was before.   

A very small, but very beautiful, point of deep signifi-

cance is attached to Christmas. It is the time and the 

manner of the birth of the Lord upon the holy Christ-

mas day. Jesus Christ was not born in a grand palace. 

He was not born to very wealthy or learned parents. 

Jesus Christ was born in a simple lowly place, a corner 

of a stable. He was born to humble and poor parents, 

who had nothing to boast about, except their own 

spotless character and holiness.  

Love doesnõt give only to those who are able  
to give in return but rejoices in giving to those 

who canõt. 
Love bears all things, believes all things,  

hopes all things, endures all things.  
 


