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A warm welcome is extended to guests & parishioners celebrating our Eucharist today. 

If you are in Urgent need of  
a Priest Call - 6248 8253 
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Office Hours 
Monday, Tuesday,  
Thursday, Friday 

9.00am—12.30pm  

 
 

Parish Council 
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Mass times 
Wed 5.30pm 

Tues & Thurs 6.45am 
Fri 5.30pm 

 
 

Saturday 5pm (Vigil) 
Sunday 8am, 10am & 5pm 

 
 

9am  Mass Saturday & Public  
Holidays  

excluding  Mondays  

 
 

Pray the Rosary 
Wed & Fri before 5.30pm Mass  

Saturday after 9am Mass 
and First Saturday each month 

3.30pm 

 

Reconciliation 
Saturday 12pm—12.30pm  

and 4pm—4.30pm 

 
 

ACU Chapel Signadou 
Wednesday at Midday  

 

http://www.cg.org.au/watson


BELIEVE 

                                                      The account from the author of John’s Gospel  

                                                      of the time following the Resurrection is a  

                                                      story of sensing and responding. 

                                                      A week ago, we heard, and again we hear  

                                                      today, a story of faith lived out in varying  

                                                      ways. First, we were reminded of the  

                                                      discovery made by Mary Magdalene in the  

                                                      middle of the night, as the first day of the  

                                                      week was nearing dawn. Her faith required 

that she run to tell her community, the people that she loved, of what she 

saw. Simon Peter needed to see for himself and went out to the tomb. He ran 

to the tomb, joined by the beloved disciple, and saw the burial linens rolled 

up. That beloved disciple was more hesitant. Even though he ran faster than 

Simon Peter, he wasn’t so sure about all of it. He waited outside the tomb, but 

his faith had brought him there, and eventually, his faith compelled him to 

move deeper inside. 

The disciples who gathered later that evening sensed fear, and the locked 

door reminds us that their fear was real. They were alone, but together, a com-

munity grieving. They sensed the presence of Jesus and saw with their own 

eyes the brutal scars of his execution. And then they heard his voice say, 

“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” They then felt 

the breath of Jesus, sensing not only their friend and teacher’s real presence 

in their midst, but also the Holy Spirit. Thomas wasn’t there. And when the 

others told him what had happened, he doubted their accounts. His doubt 

earned him a moniker, one many continue to employ today. And yet we know 

that Mary Magdalene doubted too, until she heard the voice of her Lord. Si-

mon Peter doubted, needing to see the empty tomb for himself. All 

the disciples doubted — wouldn’t you have too? 

When we think about those first few hours, and even the first few days and 

weeks following the death and resurrection of Jesus, it may be easy for us to 

forget the immense human experience of those who were there. Yes, time and 

again, Jesus tried to prepare his disciples for what was to come, much like a 

parent or loved one might do who is on the journey at the end of life. Yet noth-

ing could have completely prepared the disciples for what happened — a tri-

umphant entry, the scene in the Temple, the gathering around the table, the 

betrayal, the trial, the walk to Golgotha. And then, just as the reality of death 

began to hit, the disciples were, in varying ways, faced with trying to wrap their 

heads around an empty tomb, burial cloths laying without a body, and the ap-

pearance of the one they loved in the midst of a locked room. 

Of course, they doubted. In their grief, they responded as best they could. In 

the story of Thomas and his fellow doubting disciples, those of us who have 

experienced the loss of dear ones find a story we can relate to. And for those 

of us who have lived long lives of faith, walking with Jesus as disciples on the 

long and winding journey of life, we find a story full of hope. 

After all, there was no one in that room, at least we don’t know of anyone, who 

was sure enough in their faith to have handled the situation perfectly. And yet 

each of them received from Jesus reassurance, and from each other, comfort. 

Indeed, it wasn’t the sure of faith who were called, it wasn’t the ones without 

doubt who received the breath of the Holy Spirit. It was those afraid, grieving, 

doubting disciples. And in the end, the Gospel writer includes all of us in the 

community of doubters. “Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of 

his disciples that are not written in this book.” And yet, we don’t need any 

more evidence to join Thomas in seeing Jesus in our midst. 

We, too, find ourselves shouting, “My Lord and my God!”                Eric S. Fought  

ENTRANCE  Like newborn infants, you must long for the pure,  

spiritual milk, 

that in him you may grow to salvation, alleluia. 

GOSPEL     

ACCLAMATION    

   

Alleluia, alleluia! 

You believe in me, Thomas, because you have seen me; 

happy those who have not seen me, but still believe! 

Alleluia! 

COMMUNION Bring your hand and feel the place of the nails, 

and do not be unbelieving but believing, alleluia. 

READINGS   Acts 5:12-16    Revelation 1:9-13. 17-19 

  Gospel: John 20:19-31 

PSALM:  117:2-4. 22-27 

Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, 

his love is everlasting. 

 

Let the sons of Israel say: 

'His love has no end.' 

Let the sons of Aaron say: 

'His love has no end.' 

Let those who fear the Lord say: 

'His love has no end.'  

 

The stone which the builders rejected 

has become the corner stone. 

This is the work of the Lord, 

a marvel in our eyes. 

This day was made by the Lord; 

we rejoice and are glad.  

 

O Lord, grant us salvation; 

O Lord, grant success. 

Blessed in the name of the Lord 

is he who comes. 

We bless you from the house of the Lord; 

the Lord God is our light.  

 

Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, 

his love is everlasting. 

 

Our Parish will be holding a special  
dinner to welcome Fr Mannes Tellis to 
the Parish on Saturday 18th May. 
All parishioners are welcome to come 
along to enjoy the evening. 
People whose surnames begin with A 
to M please bring a main dish and those 
with surnames beginning with N - Z a 
dessert. The parish will provide BBQ 
chicken. BYO drinks 
We specially invite are many parishion-
ers from other cultures to bring a dish 
representative of their culture to share.  

BAPTISM 

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER 

 
O Blood  

and water  
that gushed  
forth from  
the heart  
of Jesus, 

as a fount  
of mercy  

for us, 
I trust in You. 

PARISH DINNER 

James Tisdel 
who will be baptised this weekend. 

May his life filled with God’s peace,  

and his heart with God’s love… 

on this  Baptism day and always. 



PROJECT COMPASSION 

                                     Caritas Australia would like to THANK YOU              

                                     for supporting Project Compassion 2019.                      

                                     If you still have your Project Compassion  

                                     box or set of envelopes at home, please  

                                     bring them back next week. 

                                     Through your generosity you are helping  

                                      to empower communities with hope and  

                                      helping those in great need shape a  

                                      better future for themselves, their  

                                      families and their communities.  Lives  

                                      change when we all give 100%.         

 www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion   

PROCLAIMING FAITH 

John's account of that first Easter night is filled with drama. Jesus 

appears through locked doors and gives his disciples his peace. 

He gives them the gift of the Holy Spirit and communicates God's 

power of forgiveness. Thomas, who misses out on this experience 

of Jesus, refuses to believe unless he can touch Jesus' wounds. A 

week later he has a chance to do just that! Thomas exclaims, "My 

Lord and my God!" And Jesus tells us how "blest" are we who have 

believed in his resurrection without having seen his risen body. 

Thomas is remembered in the Church as "doubting Thomas." Yet, 

Jesus respected his doubts, and answered them in a beautiful 

way. Thomas did not keep his doubts to himself. He shared them 

with the community and with Jesus. What can you do when you 

have a doubt or a question about something?  

Thomas' response to Jesus is a beautiful prayer of faith and 

praise: "My Lord and my God!" Pray this prayer the next time you 

receive Holy Communion. Remember that your Lord and God is 

with you. What are some other ways you can pray this prayer? 

THE PESSIMIST 

The last apostle to meet the resurrected Lord was the first to go 

with him to Jerusalem at Passover time.  The apostle Thomas was 

a natural pessimist. When Jesus proposed that they visit Lazarus 

after receiving news of his illness, Thomas said to the disciples: 

"Let us also go, that we may die with him" (John 11:16). While 

Thomas deeply loved the Lord, he lacked the courage to stand 

with Jesus in his passion and crucifixion. After Jesus' death, Thom-

as made the mistake of withdrawing from the other apostles. He 

sought loneliness rather than fellowship in his time of adversity. 

He doubted the women who saw the resurrected Jesus and he 

doubted his own fellow apostles. When Thomas finally had the 

courage to rejoin the other apostles, the Lord Jesus made his 

presence known to him and reassured him that he had indeed 

overcome death and risen again. When Thomas recognized his 

Master, he believed and exclaimed that Jesus was truly Lord and 

truly God!  Through the gift of faith we, too, proclaim that Jesus is 

our personal Lord and our God.  He died and rose that we, too, 

might have new life in him. The Lord offers each of us new life in 

his Holy Spirit that we may know him personally and walk in this 

new way of life through the power of his resurrection.  
                                                         Don Schwager  http://liturgy.slu.edu/ 

SEEING AND BELIEVING  

               Second Sunday of Easter.  

                   Fr Robert Pollock OP  

        shows us how we can understand  

          the Church's pilgrimage in faith  

            through the story of St Thomas. 

On the day of the Resurrection Jesus, the risen Christ, appeared 

early in the morning to Mary Magdalene, who eventually recog-

nised him; he commanded her to tell the others. We meet the 

apostles on the evening of that day, Resurrection day, behind 

closed doors ‘for fear of the Jews’. The Resurrection is associat-

ed with joy and triumph, not fear. Why fear? That first day was 

confusing: on Good Friday the Christ died, the apostles and dis-

ciples fled, thinking that all the teaching, preaching and promis-

es of Jesus were void. There had been great excitement in Jeru-

salem over the past few days, and great animosity against Jesus 

and his followers. The apostles had heard the news that the 

Christ had risen from the dead, but were perhaps still unsure, 

confused. 

Then the Christ appeared to them, greeted them, showed them 

the five wounds on his body; they recognised him and were im-

mediately filled with joy. The apostle Thomas, ‘Doubting Thom-

as’, had not been present on that occasion; when told of what 

had happed he refused to believe it was the Risen Christ, until 

he could see and touch, trust the evidence of his own senses. 

Thomas was present eight days later when the Christ again ap-

peared to the Twelve. Jesus singled him out, and invited him to 

see and touch, to doubt no longer, but believe. Thomas replied 

‘My Lord and my God 

The first part of Thomas’s response is not surprising, but the 

second is very surprising and unexpected. ‘My Lord; this is a 

response to the evidence of his senses. He recognised the Je-

sus whom he had known, with whom he had walked, whose 

teachings he had heard. The response ‘my God’ did not come 

from the evidence of his senses; Thomas had been granted a 

special revelation into the real nature of the Christ. 

The apostles were privileged: they saw the Risen Christ, the 

mark of the wounds. In his first appearance, Jesus told the Elev-

en something of what their apostolate would be: as he had been 

sent by the Father, he was sending them, into the world among 

the nations, to communicate his teachings, to forgive sins, to 

reconcile man to the truth and to God. To Thomas he spoke 

about faith; Thomas believed, because he could see; the evi-

dence of his senses led him to acknowledge the reality of the 

Risen Christ. The second part of the statement was, is, a prom-

ise: blessed are those who have not seen, and yet believe. The 

Church is a believing community, a family of faith. Many find 

difficulty with faith, and struggle to meet its demands. Some are 

like Thomas; they want to know more, to see and touch before 

giving their assent. At the end of this morning’s gospel passage 

John states the reason for writing his account of the Good 

News: ‘These are recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is 

the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing this you may have 

life through his name. 

Abraham, our father in faith, answered God’s call, and travelled 

with hope of the promise God had given him, that he would be-

come the father of many nations. The Church travels in hope 

with the promise of everlasting life with God. 

Blessed are those who have not seen, and yet believe. 
 Fr Robert Pollock OP  http://english.op.org/torch 

 

Our Parish will once again be holding a morning tea to 

raise money for Cancer Research on Thursday 23rd May 

at 10.30am in the Parish Centre. Entry is by donation 

and  all money raised will go to the ACT Cancer  

Council for Cancer  Research. Everyone is welcome - 

young and old.  Please come and support this parish 

function and have some fun. 

In Your  
Prayers       
please  

remember  
 those in our   
community  
who are ill: 

Elizabeth Cronin, Mary Bui, Greg O’Neill 
Fr Ellis Clifford, Mary Martin, Edith Jensen, 
Philip Bailey, Maureen Blood,Anne Corver,  

Barbara Wilson,  Awny El-Ghitany, Joe Schimizzi, 
Elsie Laughton, Alexia Harris, Sharon O’Rourke, 

Beth Delos Santos, Rosa Maria Santos, Paul Neddrie,  
Maria Martiniello, Elizabeth Webster, Frank Zobec, 

Mimma Giampietro, Zelma McManus,  
Catherine Feehan, Pamela Sandy, Ryan Fawke 

CANCER MORNING TEA 

http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion


 

HOLY ROSARY CHURCH ACTIVITIES  

SCHOOL OF RELIGION / CATECHISTS - This year-long faith 

education program is intended for children who do not attend 

Catholic schools. Catechists are still needed to help with the 

classes.  Please contact the Parish Office if you'd like more 

information.  

BLACKFRIARS MEDITATION GROUP meets on Thursday eve-

nings in the 7.30pm Parish Centre. Enquiries John Jarvis 

6296 2001 or Michael Flynn 6257 1038 - www.wccm.org 

CARDS Play social style ‘Cards for fun’, Monday 10am-1pm in 

the Parish Centre. All welcome!!! 

COFFEE GROUP  Our monthly coffee group will meet the third 

Thursday of each month Siam Twist Hackett at 10.30 am. We 

look forward to seeing our friends  and newcomers welcome.    

CRAFT GROUP meets noon - 4.00pm in the Parish Centre on 

the first, second and fourth Wednesdays of the month .  

DOMINICAN LIBRARY will open Saturday mornings, 9.30am - 

12.00 noon in the Parish Centre. All welcome. 

HOLY MARY MOTHER OF GOD PRAYER GROUP meets 2.00pm  

Thursdays in the church. Contact the Office. 

WEEKLY READER FORMATION  Reflections on the readings for 

the following Sunday are held Wednesday evenings at 

7.30pm in the Parish Centre. All Parishioners welcome. 

PRAY THE ROSARY will be held the First Saturday of every 

month at 3.30pm in the Church. Confessions available after-

wards followed by refreshments in the parish centre. Please 

bring a plate to share. For information - Letty 0418 518 033 

CARE OF THE SICK If you know of anyone who is unable to get 

to Mass and who would like the Eucharist brought to them, if 

someone is in need of prayer or a visit at home, in hospital or 

by the Parish Priest - please let the office know.  

COELIACS  Parishioners who are coeliac (intolerant to Gluten)     

If you wish to receive a gluten free host at Mass you should 

advise the Celebrant or Acolyte prior to Mass. 

PARISH BULLETIN - DEADLINE for notices is NOON   

TUESDAY Please contact Jacquie in the office  

Ph. 6248 5925 or Email: watson@cg.org.au  

CATHOIC VOICE WEBISTE - The Archdiocese has launched a 

brand new CATHOLIC VOICE WEBSITE  for current news in the 

archdiocese this link is  https://www.catholicvoice.org.au/  

Catholic Bishops’ Federal Election Statement 

The Australian Catholic Bishops Conference have released a 

statement “Politics in service of peace: A Statement by the Cath-

olic Bishops of Australia for the 2019 federal election”.  

The bishops call for respect in public debate, share Catholic so-

cial teaching and detail some key issues to reflect on before you 

vote. “Politics in service of peace: a statement by the Catholic 

bishops of Australia for the 2019 federal election” can be found 

at www.catholic.org.au  

Life is a succession of lessons which must be lived  

to be understood.   

4 May  -  YOU ARE CALLED TO MISSION 

Communities in Myanmar, PNG, Samoa, Timor Leste, Kiribati and Ken-

ya seek volunteers to mentor locals and build capacity. These assign-

ments are not quick fixes.  Overseas Catholic communities are inviting 

you to immerse yourself for 1 to 2 years. If you have teaching, medi-

cal, business, admin or trade skills, you can give opportunity by shar-

ing them with our global family!  Come to the Palms Meet & Greet: 

Saturday May 4th @ 11:30am, King O’Malley’s  Pub, City Walk,  

CIVIC, CANBERRA 

4 May - CATECHIST RETREAT 

A gathering for Catechists to celebrate, pray, learn and to go deeper 

into Jesus and so receive greater strength during these challenging 

times. May 4 – Hayden Hall, Manuka.  

For more information contact matt.ransom@cg.org.au 

8 May - SUMMER IN THE FOREST 

A film about Jean Vanier (founder of L’Arche) screening in Canberra at 

the Capitol Theatre Manuka, starting at 7pm.  

 Described as an “extraordinarily tender” documentary about Jean 

Vanier (founder) and the people of L’Arche, our screening on 8 May is 

part of a limited national release. 

If you haven’t yet secured your tickets, please book as soon as possi-

ble via www.summerintheforest.com.au and scroll for the Canberra 

screening tab. 

11 May - AMICUS 

Saturday 11 May Lanyon Homestead Tharwa Barracks expresso Bar  

& Eating House meet at 12 noon for lunch at table booked in name of 

AMICUS followed by a tour of the historic homestead. RSVP Contact 

Lyn 0400 265 926  

7—18 June - TEN DAY RENEWAL IN THE YEAR OF LUKE  

Join Dr Elizabeth Dowling RSM, an Australian biblical scholar, as she 

leads participants in an exploration of mercy, compassion and release 

in the Gospel of Luke at St Clements Retreat Centre, Galong. Book-

ings: 02 6380 5222 or info@stclement.com.au  

YOUTH MINISTERS POSITIONS 

 The start to the year has been exciting with 17 Youth Ministers lead-

ing Youth Ministry across 42 communities in the Archdiocese. 

There are three Youth Minister positions that are currently available 

across the Archdiocese. Please forward this information to any young 

adult who may be interested in becoming a Youth Minister. 

The Role  ~  The Youth Minister Model is a decentralized, partnership 

model across the Archdiocese incorporating both parish communities 

and Catholic schools.  We are looking for a young adult to support the 

development, implementation and growth of Youth Ministry across the 

Archdiocese. The role will involve the development of parish youth 

faith formation initiatives, the development of pathways from school to 

Church, assisting in the implementation of the student ministry mod-

els within the schools and participation in Archdiocesan events.  

Contact: Huw Warmenhoven (huw.warmenhoven@cg.org.au) 

 

IMPORTANT PARISH INFORMATION  

It is important that you contact the office by email, phone or in 

writing if you would like to  book a Mass Intention, Memorial 

Mass, Baptism, and use of the Parish Centre a minimum two 

weeks notice is required.  For Wedding bookings six months 

notice is required. If you DO NOT book through the  Office we 

cannot guarantee your request . 

If you would like to add a name to the prayers for the sick, anni-

versary or death list in the Bulletin, details must be with the 

Parish Office NO later than Tuesday 9am of that week.   

ROSTERS    4  /  5  May 2019 

Saturday 5.00 pm  Holy Rosary  

Acolyte / Server              M. Tran      

Readers                         P. English  T. Dennis 

Presentation of Gifts   J. Anderson 

EMOE      K. Murphy  

Sunday 8.00am  Holy Rosary  

Acolyte / Server      F. Bertrand      

Readers   B. Bandle C. Bandle 

Presentation of Gifts   Bandle Family 

EMOE              E. Smith  

Sunday 10.00am Holy Rosary  

Acolyte / Server      Q. Vu  

Readers           C. Rheinberger J. Schwinghamer 

Presentation of Gifts               Vu Family 

EMOE                 H. Zobec R. Marson 

Sunday 5.00pm Day Holy Rosary  

Acolyte / Server              L. Kim / P. Tran    

Readers                                    T. Malone V. Van der Sanden 

Presentation of Gifts      Dobrowolska—Cheyne Family 

EMOE                                  J. Curnow K. Sneddon  

Counters                             F. Higgins          N. Higgins          I. Buckley 

https://www.catholicvoice.org.au/
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