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A warm welcome is extended to guests & parishioners celebrating our Eucharist today.

ENTRANCE

Behold, the Lord, the Mighty One, has come;
and kingship is in his grasp, and power and dominion.

GOSPEL
ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!
We have seen his star in the East;
and have come to adore the Lord.
Alleluia

COMMUNION

We have seen his star in the East,
and have come with gifts to adore the Lord.

READINGS

Isaiah 60:1-6
Ephesians 3:2-3. 5-6
Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12

AT YEAR END
As we come to the end of the year, we reflect on
how God has been with us every step of the
way. We thank God for his gentle, loving presence – and pray that in the New Year we will be
more alert to the
promptings of the
Holy Spirit,
leading us
Through Jesus
into even deeper
union with our
loving God.

PSALM: 83:2-3,5-6, 9-10

WHO KNEW?

How happy they who dwell in your house,
O Lord.

Who knew the Messiah was born as the baby Jesus in Bethlehem in that wintertime? In this Gospel Reading, a lot of people came to figure it out.
The chief priests and scribes knew where the Messiah would be born, because they
could interpret the parts in the Old Testament that predicted the Messiah’s birth.
The magi from the East knew that the Messiah had been born, because they could
interpret the presence of the star in the sky. When the magi followed the star to
Bethlehem to see for themselves, Herod the King ordered them to come back and
tell him too. For all these people, there was a way to know the birth of the Messiah.
The priests could interpret Scripture, and the magi could read the stars. King Herod
had the political power to command their knowledge and wisdom for his own purposes. But what about people who lack the advantages of the priests and magi and
who have no power to command others? How are they to know? Does God make
provision only for the fortunate?
Consider the shepherds. They lacked the money needed for education, and so they
lacked the ability to use Scripture or stars to know the birth of the Messiah. They
had no power to command others to share the fruits of their education with them
either. But it isn’t powerlessness or poverty that keeps a person from knowing the
birth of the Messiah. In the end, it was not the shepherds but the powerful and
wealthy King Herod, with his evil-hearted intentions, who didn’t know the baby Jesus
was the Messiah. The magi didn’t tell him, because God warned them in a dream
not to. And so Herod the King didn’t know.
In spite of their lack of all worldly advantages, the shepherds in fact outranked the
king and all the others. They were by the side of the Messiah first, and they didn’t
have to figure it out for themselves either.
The shepherds may have been poor and simple, but they were trusting and openhearted, too. And so they knew Christ Jesus was born in a manager in Bethlehem
that cold winter night because they heard the angels sing.

How lovely is your dwelling place,
Lord, God of hosts.
My soul is longing and yearning,
is yearning for the courts of the Lord.
My heart and my soul ring out their joy
to God, the living God.
They are happy, who dwell in your house,
for ever singing your praise.
They are happy, whose strength is in you;
they walk with ever growing strength.
Lord, God of hosts, hear my prayer,
give ear, O God of Jacob.
Turn your eyes, O God, our shield,
look on the face of your anointed.
How happy they who dwell in your house,
O Lord.

IMPORTANT PARISH INFORMATION
It is important that you contact the office by email
or in writing (even a note on the collection plate) if
you require a booking - for a Mass Intention, Booking of the Church or Parish Centre, Weddings
(6mths) and Baptisms.
It is difficult to keep track of Parishioners requests
if they do not come through the Office.
If you would like to add a name to the prayers for
the sick, anniversary or death list in the Bulletin,
details must be with the Parish Office NO later
than Tuesday of that week. For all other bookings,
Mass for an Anniversary or to use the Parish Centre etc. a minimum two weeks notice is required.

THE MAGI OR WISEMEN
In ancient Iran--also known as Persia--a priest
was called a "magus." The plural is "magi". The
word "magic" comes from the same root. Magi
were experts in astronomy. This was useful in
determining the calendar and the end of winter
and the spring planting season. They believed
that stars and other celestial objects actually
influenced, rather than merely coincided with,
earthly events. One, or possibly a series of
omens, led them to believe that a royal prince
had been born in Israel. They were sent as ambassadors to provide tribute to the newborn. The
bible does not say how many Magi visited. It is
assumed that there were three because of the
number of gifts.
Fr R. Lonsdale http://www.4catholiceducators.com/lonsdale

Eleonore Stump http://liturgy.slu.edu/

PROCLAIMING FAITH
The story of the astrologers, or magi, following the light of a distant star is full of
surprises. The astrologers, who were Gentiles, were the first to worship Jesus as
the newborn King of the Jews. They found him, not in a palace surrounded by
signs of wealth and might, but as a helpless baby in the arms of Mary, his mother. Yet the astrologers believed and worshiped him, offering him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. Then, Matthew tells us, full of joy and wonder, they
returned to their distant homes.
The astrologers had the faith and wisdom to see in this baby the promised Messiah. Christ shows himself to us, too, and comes into our lives in many ways and
through many people. If we are people of faith, we will find him in these little
"epiphanies." We will offer him our own gifts. Our prayers and worship, our loving
service of others, and our constant faith, even when it might seem hard to find
him.
The astrologers, or magi, came from the East looking for the newborn King of
the Jews. Matthew leaves out many details that were added in later times, for
example, that there were three men and that they were kings. Some refer to
them as wise men, and others see them as
representing the peoples of three continents:
Africa, Asia, and Europe. The many little
"epiphanies" or revelations of Jesus in our
daily lives are Gods gifts to us. If we are
sleepwalking through the day, these gifts will
remain unopened. For the next week, go on
an Epiphany Alert. Be alert for the signs that
Jesus is present in the world and in the
people around you.

In Your
Prayers
please
remember
those in our
community
who are ill:

Elizabeth Cronin, Mary Bui, Greg O’Neill
Fr Ellis Clifford, Dion Convine, Mary Martin
Edith Jensen, Philip Bailey, Patricia Zorzi,
Maureen Blood, Ken Rolls, Anne Corver,
Barbara Wilson, Awny El-Ghitany,
Joebert Tabiola, Elsie Laughton, Alexia Harris,
Sharon O’Rourke, Beth Delos Santos,
Rosa Maria Santos, Paul Neddrie, Helen Miller,
Maria Martiniello, Elizabeth Webster,
Mimma Giampietro, Joe Schimizzi,
Zelma McManus, Catherine Feehan

ALL ARE CALLED TO HIM
Epiphany.
Fr Timothy Calvert OP
helps us to see how all are called to Jesus Christ.
At Christmas we heard the song of the angels praising God and
announcing peace. Above the sky heaven’s glory had come
down to the darkness of earth’s night. In the heavenly light of
the angelic hosts, the shepherds were told of a sign lying in a
manger, and they went to see the baby, and with Mary and Joseph, they worshipped him.
Sometimes the heavens come down and cast their light upon
us. And sometimes the heavens stay where they are, and without an angelic voice we are to find the right way forward. Today
we have the second group of visitors to Bethlehem, the magi
Matthew tells of in his Gospel.
They come to Christ without the light of a heavenly revelation
but by their own careful observation of times and seasons.
When they come to Jerusalem, the custodian of the ancient
revelation, the chief priests and scribes confirm what they have
already begun to understand, that the Messiah is to be born in
Bethlehem. But the stewards of divine mysteries do not accompany the wise men on their way: they are sent on their way to
unwittingly spy out the territory of the new King so that Herod
can destroy him.
And when they go forward they see the star once more, and are
filled with joy. Everyone who persists in the search for truth
knows something of that joy, but the joy of these men leads
them to see the child, and find that after all it is God who has
seen them and known them, and has called them to be his. And
opening their treasures they get to the heart of who Jesus is,
pointing to his definitive triumph over sin through his priestly
suffering
This journey of the wise men is important for us who proclaim
Christ in a world which is not longer motivated by Christian revelation. This is partly because the feast of the Epiphany is a celebration of the universality of the people of God, renewed in
Christ. Traditionally the wise men were shown as being different
racial types representing the three branches of humanity descended from Noah’s sons - all are called to belong to the
Church. Devotion to the magi has been said to originate from
the so called ‘dark ages’ to show the inclusion of the Germanic
tribes in the Church, each representing a different people, such
as we see on the walls of san Apollinare Nuovo in Ravenna,
built by King Theodoric. All are called to come to Christ. But
there is another universality the magi show us.
It is more than where they come from or who they represent
that makes the magi so important for us. They show us that it is
not just those who are the unworthy recipients of divine revelation who are called, but those who by the light of reason have
not lost the divine image imprinted in creation. It is not just
those who have some sort of experience of faith, those who
have a natural interest in religion, an affinity with prayer and
worship who are called to worship Jesus. He is Lord also of
those who have no religious roots, those who in our secular culture search for what is true and good and beautiful.
Christ is available to all. Whether we are waiting for him, or have
not yet responded to the call, he has come for all.
Continued —->

Cont.

ALL ARE CALLED TO HIM

Whether our journey to him is a response to heavenly light given
through baptism and confirmation and sustained in the Eucharist, or it is the result of looking honestly at our world and refusing to flinch from the deeper questions: he calls all to make
their way to him with great joy.
What can we learn from this journey of the magi if we are to
encourage others to make their way to Jesus and find in him
their true goal? First to encourage every truthful enquiry, every
search for purpose and meaning. There may not always be a
star to lead to the manger, but everything true is an echo of the
Word through whom all things were made. Secondly, not to misuse the scriptures as Herod did for his own ends, but to present
the truth of the Gospel faithfully in its entirety, even when it
costs us greatly. The revelation we have received is not in our
possession - we are its stewards and like John the Baptist have
to point to the fulfilment of God’s promises, not to ourselves.
And thirdly as the gifts the wise men offer point so powerfully to
who Christ is, so we must be ready for those who come to Christ
to pass beyond our experience of him, and to get to the heart of
his mystery while we are still floundering. That of course is the
usual experience of every priest and teacher of the faith!
Let us pray for our world on this blessed Feast that men and
women may be led to the beauty of the Son of God, and that
together all may become his disciples.
Fr Timothy Calvert OP http://english.op.org/torch

LIFE
Once, all villagers decided to pray for rain.
On the day of prayer, all the people gathered,
but only one boy came with an umbrella.
That's FAITH .
When you throw babies in the air,
they laugh because they know you will catch them.
That's TRUST.
Every night we go to bed
without any assurance of being alive the next morning,
but still, we set the alarms to wake up.
That's HOPE.
We plan big things for tomorrow
in spite of zero knowledge of the future.
That's CONFIDENCE.
We see the world suffering,
but still, we get married and have children
That's LOVE.
On an old man's shirt was written a sentence
'I am not 80 years old;
I am sweet 16 with 64 years of experience.'
That's ATTITUDE.
Have a happy day and live your life like the six stories.
When I was a child, I thought nap time was punishment. Now it's like a mini-vacation.
"GOOD FRIENDS ARE THE RARE JEWELS OF LIFE...
DIFFICULT TO FIND AND IMPOSSIBLE TO REPLACE!

HOLY ROSARY CHURCH ACTIVITIES
SCHOOL OF RELIGION / CATECHISTS - This year-long faith
education program is intended for children who do not attend
Catholic schools. Catechists are still needed to help with the
classes. Please contact the Parish Office if you'd like more
information. Now in recess until February 2019.
BLACKFRIARS MEDITATION GROUP meets on Thursday evenings in the Parish Centre at 7.30pm. Enquiries John Jarvis
6296 2001 or Michael Flynn 6257 1038 Explore at
www.wccm.org
CARDS Play social style ‘Cards for fun’, Monday 10am-1pm in
the Parish Centre. All welcome!!!
COFFEE GROUP Our monthly coffee group will meet the third
Thursday of each month Siam Twist Hackett at 10.30 am. We
look forward to seeing our usual friends, newcomers most
welcome.
CRAFT GROUP meets noon - 4.00pm in the Parish Centre on
the first, second and fourth Wednesdays of the month .
DOMINICAN LIBRARY will open Saturday mornings, 9.30am 12.00 noon in the Parish Centre. All welcome.
HOLY MARY MOTHER OF GOD PRAYER GROUP meets 2.00pm
Thursdays in the church. Details Heather 6247 7775.
WEEKLY READER FORMATION Reflections on the readings for
the following Sunday are held Wednesday evenings at
7.30pm in the Parish Centre. All Parishioners welcome.
PRAY THE ROSARY will be held the First Saturday of every
month at 3.30pm in the Church. Confessions available afterwards followed by refreshments in the parish centre. Please
bring a plate to share. For information - Letty 0418 518 033
CARE OF THE SICK If you know of anyone who is unable to get
to Mass and who would like the Eucharist brought to them,
please let the office know. If someone is in need of prayer or a
visit at home, in hospital or by the Parish Priest - please, let us
know.
COELIACS Parishioners who are coeliac (intolerant to Gluten)
If you wish to receive a gluten free host at Mass you should
advise the Celebrant or Acolyte prior to Mass.
Holy Rosary Church is fitted with an audio loop. It is accessible in all seats by using T- switch on your hearing aid.
PARISH BULLETIN - DEADLINE for notices is NOON TUESDAY Please contact Jacquie in the office Ph. 6248 5925
or Email: watson@cg.org.au
CATHOIC VOICE WEBISTE - The Archdiocese has launched a
brand new CATHOLIC VOICE WEBSITE for current news in the
archdiocese this link is https://www.catholicvoice.org.au/
17 - January “Change The Heart Prayer Service”
Attend the prayer service at the Australian Centre for Christianity
and Culture from 6pm regarding the 26th of January.
Light refreshments provided. Contact: Rev Kathrine Rainger,
k_rainger@hotmail.com Hazel Davies, hazelmdavies@gmail.com,
Rev Tracey Matthews, traceyann.matthews@gmail.com . During
the service an offering will be taken up to support Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Christian ministry through the Grasstree
Gathering www.grasstreegathering.org.au.
7—18 June - TEN DAY RENEWAL IN THE YEAR OF LUKE
Join Dr Elizabeth Dowling RSM, an Australian biblical scholar, as
she leads participants in an exploration of mercy, compassion
and release in the Gospel of Luke at St Clements Retreat Centre,
Galong. Bookings: 02 6380 5222 or info@stclement.com.au

GOSPEL SUMMARY
The magi from the East came to Jerusalem and asked where the
child who was King of the Jews might be found. Herod was
concerned about this birth, and as a result had worked up the
total population of Jerusalem as well. To the magi, he acted as
though he wanted, like them, to go and worship this child. He
asked the magi to figure out where the child was and then come
and tell him after they had found the child. Of course, we know
that in his heart, Herod only wanted to destroy Jesus. And we
also know that nothing can be hidden from God, who knew
Herod's heart. God sent an angel to the magi in a dream and
told them to go home a different way and avoid Herod.
Children love this story because it's filled with things they treasure: gifts, adventure, danger, mystery. Through these elements,
Matthew has made it clear that the magi are foreigners from the
Gentile world in Matthew's day. It is reassuring for us to know
and to help our children come to understand that God welcomes all people of the world to the family of God. By our
Baptism, we are part of a family of faith, and as parents we
spend our lives leading our children in that faith and demonstrating to them how we live our own faith.
There are many people, opportunities, and circumstances that
guide our families.

EMPTY HANDS
Epiphany.
Fr Timothy Radcliffe OP
preaches on the gifts the wise men gave ... and received.
The magi gave the child Jesus 'gifts of gold, frankincense and
myrrh.' Why did they bring him gifts? These would not have been
useful for Mary's child. What would they have done with them?
The point of course is not that Jesus's family needed these presents, though presumably gold always comes in handy! These gifts
were not in recognition of what he wanted but of who he was. The
gold was the recognition of his kingship, the frankincense of his
priesthood and the myrrh of the death that he would die.
So the magi gave him gifts in honour of the gift that he was to
them, and is to us. These gifts show not that the child Jesus was
needy but that we are, who long for this priestly king who gave his
life for us. The magi go to seek him with their bags full of precious
things, but more importantly they depart with their hands empty,
and thus able to receive the gift of all that Jesus
is. Contrast this with how Herod sees the child,
as a threat to what he possesses, to his kingship and riches. His hands are too full to receive
the gift that he too is offered in Christ. If we are
to receive the gifts of this Epiphany, then we
must empty our hands too.
Excerpt from Fr Timothy Radcliffe OP http://english.op.org/torch

ROSTERS 12 / 13 January 2019
Saturday 5.00 pm Holy Rosary
Acolyte / Server
R. Paul
Readers
P. English
T. Dennis
Presentation of Gifts
J. Anderson
EMOE
C. Lewis
Sunday 8.00am Holy Rosary
Acolyte / Server
N.McGahey
Readers
N. Clarke
G. Thompson
Presentation of Gifts
Flynn Family
EMOE
J. Smith
Sunday 10.00am Holy Rosary
Acolyte / Server
H. Beasley
Readers
C. Barbaro
P. McDonald
Presentation of Gifts
Ciaccia Family
EMOE
H. Zobec
R. Marson
Sunday 5.00pm Day Holy Rosary
Acolyte / Server
Volunteer
Readers
M. Brotohusodo T. Malone
Presentation of Gifts
K. Turrise
EMOE
K. Sneddon
C. Mackay
Counters
G. Gleeson
I. Buckley

