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A warm welcome is extended to guests & parishioners celebrating our Eucharist today.

WELCOME

A man was sent from God, whose name was John.
He came to testify to the light,
to prepare a people fit for the Lord.

ENTRANCE

GOSPEL
ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!
You, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;
you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways.
Alleluia!

COMMUNION

Through the tender mercy of our God,
the Dawn from on high will visit us.
First Reading: Isaiah 49:1-6
Second Reading: Acts 13:22-26
Gospel: Luke 1:57-66. 80

READINGS

Welcome
to students and
parents from our
Parish School,
who are celebrating the
Eucharist with parishioners at
the 10am Family Mass.
This Mass will be followed by a
Sausage Sizzle and refreshments. All are invited.

PSALM: 138:1-3. 13-15

CHANGE OF LIFE

I praise you for I am wonderfully made.

We honour John the Baptist as a prophet sent “to prepare for the Lord a people well-disposed, to help God's people to walk the path of salvation.” The
prophets were people who, like Isaiah, had God's words placed in their
mouths. “They investigated the times,” and through their reading of the signs
of the times, they were able to declare God's justice. John the Baptist had the
task of preparing the people immediately before the arrival of the messiah.
His message was one of repentance, change of life, metanoia. His baptism
was a sign of change, of turning things around, in the direction of God.
The lesson of John the Baptist is that the world will receive Jesus Christ when
it turns away from its violent and oppressive ways. It must allow the prophets
“to turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the rebellious to the wisdom of the just.”
In the face of the present-day situation of the world, marked as it is by the
grave sin of injustice, we recognize both our responsibility and our inability to
overcome it by our own strength. Such a situation urges us to listen with a
humble and open heart to the word of God, as he shows us new paths towards action in the cause of justice in the world.

O Lord, you search me and you know me,
you know my resting and my rising,
you discern my purpose from afar.
You mark when I walk or lie down,
all my ways lie open to you.
For it was you who created my being,
knit me together in my mother's womb.
I thank you for the wonder of my being,
for the wonders of all your creation.
Already you knew my soul,
my body held no secret from you
when I was being fashioned in secret
and moulded in the depths of the earth.
I praise you for I am wonderfully made.

CHILDREN’S BULLETIN
If your children are taking a Children’s
Bulletin to colour-in please ensure that all the
pencils are returned to the basket from which
they were taken.

HEALING MASS
St Brigid’s Church, Dickson will be holding a Healing
Mass on Wednesday 27th June at 10.30am

CHURCH
Now that winter is upon us please be aware that
if you leave used tissues, drink bottles, gloves,
hats, paper, bulletins etc in the church someone
else is having to clean up the mess left after
Mass. PLEASE after Mass make sure you do not
leave anything in the pews.

LOST PROPERTY
The box in the foyer of items left in the Church is
filled to overflowing - drink bottles, rosary Beads,
beanies etc. If you are missing an item please
check the box this weekend. Items not collected
will be disposed of next week.

HELP
Over the last month containers o coins have
been left for the WWCM in the Sacristy safe.
Would the person who has provided those containers please contact the Office urgently.

Gerald Darring http://liturgy.slu.edu/

SUCCESS AND FAILURE
The First Reading begins with the voice of God’s servant telling us that he
has a vocation from the Lord. God has made him into a sharp-edged sword, a
polished arrow, an impressive weapon of the Lord’s.
This weapon isn’t meant for the destruction of people, though. It’s meant for
the destruction of the evil that keeps people from God. The servant of God is
called to bring God’s people, the Israelites, back to God.
This is a great vocation, isn’t it?
This is what God’s servant says: my God is my strength. I will be glorious in
the sight of the Lord.
But then the voice of God’s servant continues, and it tells us what has become of this great vocation. “I toiled in vain,” God’s servant says. He worked
hard; but, as it turns out, he thinks that he spent his strength uselessly. In
short, God’s servant thinks that he failed, failed, failed! Here is what has
come of all his labour: NOTHING!
What person who is past adolescence does not remember his youthful enthusiasms with perplexity? What happened to those dreams, those hopes, those
great desires to serve the Lord gloriously? And what person who is past midlife does not shake his head sadly over the results of his life’s labour? Where
did all that work and toil go? How did it come to so little?
What happened to the call of the Lord to each of us, to serve him gloriously?
The answer is implicit in the next part of the dialogue in the First Reading.
The voice of the Lord answers the voice of God’s servant. It is too little for you
just to bring the Israelites back to God, the Lord says. No, you will do this and
much more! You will be a light to all the nations, and you will bring my salvation to the ends of the earth.
And so here is the lesson for us in our sadness, in our perplexity, in all our
failure. In the First Reading, after all his discouragement, this is what God’s
servant says: my God is my strength. I will be glorious in the sight of the
Lord.
Our hope is in the strength of the Lord, not in our own strength. And if we are
not glorious in our own eyes, we will yet be glorious in the eyes of the Lord. It
is a wonderful hope, isn’t it?
Eleonore Stump http://liturgy.slu.edu/

In Your
Prayers
please
remember
those in our
community
who are ill:

Elizabeth Cronin, Mary Bui,
Fr Ellis Clifford, Dion Convine,
Edith Jensen, Philip Bailey, Patricia Zorzi,
Maureen Blood, Ken Rolls, Anne Corver,
Barbara Wilson, Awny El-Ghitany,
Joebert Tabiola, Elsie Laughton,
Beth Delos Santos, Rosa Maria Santos,
Maria Martiniello, Elizabeth Webster,
Mimma Giampietro, Alexia Harris,
Joe Schimizzi, Zelma McManus,
Lynn & Richard Bale, Greg O’Neill

Our deceased

Angelo D’Ambrosio, Michael Higgins,
Beulah McAppion, Noel Whatmore,
Emma Villamor

In Loving Memory

Harry Gaudencio, Victoria Gaudencio,
Iris La’Porte, Richard Gaudencio,
Cynthia Robinson, Daphne La’Porte,
Ernest La’Porte, Richard La’Porte,
Alice Phillips, John Baptist Gaudencio,
Simon La’Porte, Charles Gaudencio,
Rosy La’Porte, Josephine Gaudencio,
Edna Gaudencio, Kenneth Tully,
Mary Cesary, Julian Hitchcock,
Rev. Mother Aime, Queenie Concesso,
Olinda La’Porte, Vera Fernandez,
Christine Kleeberg, Ralph Myers,
Oswald Beale, Millicent Gaudencio,
Wendell Nigli, Alan La’Porte,
Marjorie La’Porte, Brian Fitzgerald,
Margery Gaynor, Dorothy Alloy,
Stanley Rowe, Rev. Bishop Alan deLastic,
Felix Fernandez,
Rev. Bro. Oswald Ballantyne,

PLANNED GIVING
Weekly Envelopes for 2018/2019 are available this weekend.
Please collect your envelopes from the Church Foyer before you
leave today. It is important to use the new envelopes from
1 July as the your Envelope number has changed.
Receipts for 2016/2017 year will be sent out during the first
week in July.
Weekly Envelopes Parishioners using Envelopes for donations to
the Planned Giving should ensure that they record the amount
put in the envelope in the box on the front of the envelope.
Credit Card contributors please advise the office if there is any
change (expiry date, new card number etc) to your details by
phone, letter or E-mail as soon as the changes occur.
Direct Debit contributors should advise if there is any change to
their banking details.

WHAT WILL THIS CHILD BECOME?
Solemnity of the Birth of St John the Baptist.
Fr Isidore Clarke OP explains why The Birth of John the Baptist
occupies such an important place in the liturgy.
“What, then, will this child become?” That was the question
asked at the birth of St. John the Baptist –today’s feast. That
question must lie at the back of every parent’s mind as they
gaze with wonder at their new-born babe. True, thousands of
babies are born every day. Even so, each one is unique, special,
not only to its parents, but especially to God. He has a different
plan for each us, which no one else is called to fulfil.
The Church must consider the Birthday of John the Baptist to be
extra special, since it takes precedence even over the Sunday
liturgy. According to the Vatican Council that’s only supposed to
happen on very important occasions. And there’s something
else that’s extraordinary about today’s feast. Every other saint’s
feast day celebrates his or her death, when the saint entered
heaven. The Church only celebrates the birthdays of Jesus, Mary
and John the Baptist. He’s certainly in the most distinguished
and illustrious company!
So what’s so exceptional about John the Baptist’s birth? Sometimes in the Old Testament, when God had a special task for
someone, there was something unusual about his birth –a problem which God alone could solve. This was usually a question of
the parents being unable to have children. We have the examples of Abraham and Sarah, through whose descendants God
would fulfil His covenant. Then there are the mothers of Samuel
and Samson; then there are the elderly parents of John the Baptist, and finally the Virgin Mary, the mother of our saviour. In
each of these examples God specially intervened in the conception of those He had chosen for a very unique task.
So what was John the Baptist’s distinctive God-given role? Quite
simply God chose him to go ahead to ‘Prepare the way of the
Lord.’ His vocation was to prepare people for God’s coming in
judgement, and to call them to repentance. Only then would
they be ready to receive the forgiveness which Christ alone
could give. While John preached a baptism of repentance Jesus
would preach a baptism of forgiveness. And when Jesus did
come John had two tasks to perform. Firstly, and surprisingly he
baptised Jesus Himself, as the Lord identified with sinful humanity and took upon Himself the burden of all our guilt –a burden which He would remove by His death on the cross. Next,
while all the other prophets had foretold the coming of the Messiah, John the Baptist proclaimed, ‘There He is. Behold the
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world.’
Luke’s Gospel tells us that John leapt for joy in his mother’s
womb, at the presence of our unborn saviour. Even then John
witnessed to Jesus. John witnessed to Christ not only by his
preaching, but also, and especially by his martyrdom, which
foreshadowed Christ’s crucifixion.
Such was John’s popularity that he could have tried to compete
with Jesus, or might have resented being supplanted. But he
was prepared to slip into the background after he’d completed
his God-given mission. His guiding principle was, ‘He –Jesus –
must increase. I must decrease.’
John marked the transition between the Old and New Testament. Like John the Baptist the Church and each of us, must
prepare the way for the Lord to come into today’s world. As our
words and deeds witness to Him, He must increase and we
must decrease. Like John, we’re called to promote Jesus, not
ourselves.
Finally, how do we respond to the question asked by the neighbours of the newly-born John the Baptist? “What will this child
become?” What have we become? To what has God called us?
It’s not too late to get back on course, if we’ve gone astray. After
all repentance was a central part of John’s preaching.
http://english.op.org/torch

Children are a gift.
Each one is unique and unrepeatable, and at the same
time unmistakably linked to his or her roots. (Pope Francis)

HOLY ROSARY CHURCH ACTIVITIES
SCHOOL OF RELIGION / CATECHISTS - New students are always
welcome. This year-long faith education program is intended for children who do not attend Catholic schools. Catechists are still needed
to help with the classes. Please contact the Parish Office if you'd like
more information.
BLACKFRIARS MEDITATION GROUP meets on Thursday evenings in
the Parish Centre at 7.30pm. Enquiries John Jarvis 6296 2001 or
Michael Flynn 6257 1038 Explore at www.wccm.org
CARDS Play social style ‘Cards for fun’, Monday 10am-1pm in the
Parish Centre. All welcome!!!
COFFEE GROUP Our monthly coffee group will meet at Wilbur's,
Hackett the third Thursday of each month at 10.30 am. We look
forward to seeing our usual friends, newcomers most welcome.
CRAFT GROUP meets noon - 4.00pm in the Parish Centre on the first,
second and fourth Wednesdays of the month .
DOMINICAN LIBRARY will open Saturday mornings, 9.30am - 12.00
noon in the Parish Centre. All welcome.
HOLY MARY MOTHER OF GOD PRAYER GROUP Divine Will
Prayer Group meets 2.00pm Thursdays in the church. Details
Heather 6247 7775.
WEEKLY READER FORMATION Reflections on the readings for the
following Sunday are held Wednesday evenings at 7.30pm in the
Parish Centre. All Parishioners welcome.
PRAY THE ROSARY will be held the First Saturday of every month at
3.30pm in the Church. Confessions available afterwards followed by
refreshments in the parish centre. Please bring a plate to share. For
more information call Letty on 0418 518 033
CARE OF THE SICK If you know of anyone who is unable to get to
Mass and who would like the Eucharist brought to them, please let
the office know. If someone is in need of prayer or a visit at home, in
hospital or by the Parish Priest - please, let us know.
COELIACS Parishioners who are coeliac (intolerant to Gluten)
If you wish to receive a gluten free host at Mass you should advise
the Celebrant or Acolyte prior to Mass.
Holy Rosary Church is fitted with an audio loop. It is accessible in all
seats by using T- switch on your hearing aid.
PARISH BULLETIN - DEADLINE for notices is NOON TUESDAY
Please contact Jacquie in the office Ph. 6248 5925 Fax.6248 7564
or Email: watson@cg.org.au

IMPORTANT PARISH INFORMATION
It is important that you contact the office by email or in writing
(even a note on the collection plate) if you require a booking for a Mass Intention, Booking of the Church or Parish Centre,
Weddings (6mths) and Baptisms. It is difficult to keep track of
Parishioners requests if they do not come through the Office.
If you would like to add a name to the prayers for the sick,
anniversary or death list in the Bulletin, details must be with
the Parish Office NO later than Tuesday of that week. For all
other bookings, Mass for an Anniversary or to use the Parish
Centre etc. a minimum two weeks notice is required.
YEARNING FOR PEACE TOUR
Marie Fonseca is organising her 7th tour to India “Yearning for
Peace” to Goa, Karnataka and Kerala, from February 3 – February 25, 2019. For further information, please contact: Marie
Fonseca: 0418 265117. Email: info@spiceodyssey.net.au Website: www.spiceodyssey.net.au Andre Rasquinha: 0403 569 079
Email: andre@traveltalk.com.au
ARE YOU THE RIGHT PERSON? Residents in southern Cross
Apartments, Campbell & Garran are waiting for a visit from a
person with caring qualities. Join the volunteer Pastoral Care
Team in our Residential Aged care Apartments. More information
see the notice board or ring Sr Colleen Clear rsj - 0437 152 095
or cclear@sccliving.org.au

27 – June “Love Your Neighbour”
A service will be held at St Paul’s Anglican Church, Manuka at 6.00pm
in support of and to remember the refugees. All are welcome.
1 – July “Shiny Bum Singers”
MyHome in Canberra will be holding a concert at the School Hall, Holy
Trinity Primary School, 18 Theodore Street Curtin ACT from 2.00pm to
4.00pm. Bookings for the concert can be made through Eventbrite7-14 July - FROM DEATH TO NEW LIFE
The ACU Centre for Liturgy is offering a public Short Course “From
death to new life: preparing and celebrating Catholic funerals” in the
Haydon Hall, St Christopher’s Pastoral Centre in Forrest, over two Saturdays, July 7 and 14. Leading scholars will investigate a Christian
theology of dying and death and explore how the Order of Christian
Funerals celebrates death in a specifically Catholic way. Registration is
essential, at: http://www.acu.edu.au/acu_centre_for_liturgy/
short_courses. For more information phone 02-9701 4751
14 July - “WINTER WOOLIES AT CALVARY ” - The Calvary Hospital Auxiliary is having a WINTER WOOLIES sale on Thursday between 8.00am
and 4.00pm in the main foyer of the Hospital. Take the opportunity to
visit and buy scarves, beanies, crocheted/knitted rugs and many more
hand knitted items while supporting the work of the Auxiliary, that raises funds to provide medical equipment and items for patient comfort. Enquiries Mary Cruickshank 62544084.
12-15 – July “Chosen 2018 – National Youth Conference”
A national annual gathering of catholic young people (18+) at Mannix
College Clayton, Melbourne which will attract youth from diverse ethnic, cultural, linguistic and socio-economic realities brought to you by
Jesus Youth Australia. The theme of the conference is, “You did not
choose me but I chose you and I appointed you to go and bear fruit,
fruit that will last” - John 15:16. Registration at:
www.chosenconference.org.au
30 August - EVENINGS FOR THE ENGAGED
A marriage preparation program which will commence on Thursday,
30th August at 6.30 pm for five-weeks.
Enquiries: Mark and Kathy Haseler, 6166 7634.
14 – October - “MARIAN PROCESSION” Save the Date - This year will
be a celebration of 100 years since the foundation of St Clement's
Monastery. Apostolic Nuncio, Archbishop Yllana will be leading those
gathered.

MEN ALIVE - The MenAlive group meet twice a month on Mondays
at 7pm at St Raphael’s Catholic Church Parish Office 47 Lowe
Street Queanbeyan.
ROSTERS 30 June / 1 July 2018
Saturday 5.00 pm Holy Rosary
Acolyte / Server
I. Buckley
Readers
P. English
E. Smith
Presentation of Gifts
N. Higgins
EMOE
J. Maclean
Sunday 8.00am Holy Rosary
Acolyte / Server
K. Linnard
Readers
N. Clarke
G. Thompson
Presentation of Gifts
E. M. Falk
EMOE
E. Smith
Sunday 10.00am Holy Rosary
Acolyte / Server
R. Tanzer
Readers
A. O'Donnell
L. Fardel
Presentation of Gifts Lestone Family
EMOE
H. Zobec
R. Marson
Sunday 5.00pm Day Holy Rosary
Acolyte / Server
Volunteer
Readers
M. Proctor
Presentation of Gifts Hall-O’Brien Family
EMOE
K. Sneddon
J. Curnow
Counters
F. Higgins
N. Higgins
I. Buckley

