
 
Christmas is a great feast of both concrete particularity and 
universal import. Christmas is not merely about some Western 
heritage or ethnic celebration. It is about humanity and the 
heavens. It is about us.   
That the eternal word of God became flesh is a message as much for the entire world as 
it is for Jew or Christian. “Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on 
earth.”  
What was the event that the angels announced? What was the mystery that God made 
known to shepherds? What was it that they saw and understood? What was revealed in 
the baby resting in the manger? What could be astonishing about it? What was there 
worth treasuring, worth pondering, and praising?  
What, indeed, so inspires the human heart here and now at Christmas time, whether it be 
celebrated in Anchorage or Cape Town? Does it not reach far beyond Europe, far deeper 
than the thoughts of theologians? Is it not far more wondrous than projections of human 

consciousness?  
Christmas means that God not only created space 
and time: God entered them, became our flesh and 
blood, our kin, our child.  
There is something here of more than mere 
sectarian import, more than a cultural fable 
competing with the other stories of our start and 
finish. Christmas is a high and holy secret about 
every mother’s child for all time.  

Fr. John F. Kavanaugh  
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We acknowledge the Yuin People, the Traditional Custodians who have walked upon & cared for this 
land for thousands of years. We pay our respect to Elders past, present & emerging. We acknowledge 

and respect their continuing culture and the contribution they make to the life of the Bega Valley. 

St. Patrick’s, Bega  -   St. Columba’s,  Bemboka  -  St. Joseph’s Candelo   
                                               Star of the Sea, Tathra.  

St Joseph’s Church Sesquicentenary 
St Joseph's Church was opened by Reverend Dr. Rodger 

Bede Vaughan on Sunday 31st January 1875 (Visions for a 
Valley, p48).  The Candelo community will have a celebration 
for the anniversary on Sunday the 16th February 2025 with a 

mass at 10am followed by a community gathering in the 
church hall.  More details to follow closer to the event.  
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Parish Notices. 

 
Parish Office Hours January. The office will be open from 9-12 on the 31st Dec. 
The office will then be closed until the 28th January.  Emails will be checked 
periodically. Thank you. Tanya 
 
St Patrick's Parish News: Keep up-to-date with all the latest Parish news:  
Follow our Facebook page - www.facebook.com/stpatricksbega 
subscribe to the weekly bulletin email send your request to bega@cg.org.au 
check out our website - http://cg.org.au/bega 
 
Save the Date! Chamber  Philharmonia Cologne 
plays Vivaldi, Bach & Sarasate. Tues, 21st Jan 2025 
at 8 pm in St. Patrick’s Church in Bega. Advance 
Bookings: https://www.trybooking.com/CXAQQ 
 
Archbishops Christmas Appeal will take place at 
all Christmas Masses. It will be used to support the 
displaced and disadvantaged internationally & in our 
diocese. As well as projects in Africa, India, The 
Philippines and Papua New Guinea.  

RECENTLY DECEASED: Gregory Giles, Mar ia Townsend, John McManus 
 
ANNIVERSARIES  Mick Tygh, Rina Sheehan, Ken Lehman 

Sunday Mass Times    
 Bemboka - Sat. 6pm Vigil Mass  
Candelo - 1st, 3rd & 5th Sat. 6pm Vigil             
                                                         Mass  
Candelo - 2nd, 4th Sun.   9.30am Liturgy  
Tathra -  Sundays - 7.45am Mass  
Bega - Sundays - 9.30am Mass  

Weekday Mass Times  
Tuesday   5.30pm  Bega  
Wednesday       9.00am Tathra,   
Thursday 9.15am  Bega 
3rd Thurs.  3pm Hillgrove House  
Friday  9.15am  Bega  
 4:30pm Holy Hour Bega    
Saturday 9.15am  Bega  
                        9:40-10:10am - reconciliation                                      

St Patrick’s Sacramental Programme  2025 
 

Baptisms—During Mass, 1 month notice 
Confirmation — 8th June 
Weddings—by appointment, 6 months notice.  
RCIA—Contact Fr Adrian if anyone would like to learn 
more about the Catholic Faith or knows of someone 
who would like to become a Catholic. 

Please contact the Parish Office. 

St Patrick’s Parish is committed to safeguarding and upholding the rights and dignity of 
all our children and vulnerable people. We seek to empower children, their families & 
carers, and vulnerable people, to have a say, to be listened to and to be protected.  
This approach is at the centre of all our thinking and actions.  
Parishioners are encourage to communicate concerns by emailing Fr Adrian, the Parish 
Office, the Parish Safeguarding Officer or directly to IPSS (ipss@cg.org.au) 
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