Responsorial Psalm.
Gospel Acclamation.

For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

Alleluia, alleluia!
I am the servant of the Lord:
may his will for me be done.
Alleluia!
Communion Antiphon Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a son;
and his name will be Emmanuel.
FEAST DAY - 28th December
The Holy Innocents
Herod “the Great,” king of Judea, was unpopular
ROSTERS - 30th/31st December 2017
Please arrange a swap if you are not available with his people because of his connections with
the Romans and his religious indifference. Hence
Bega Sun 9:30
he was insecure and fearful of any threat to his
Commentator
L Reeve
throne. He was a master politician and a tyrant
Readers
Y Sixsmith, A Balas
capable of extreme brutality. He killed his wife,
Gifts
Volunteer
his brother and his sister’s two husbands, to name
Cleaners
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only a few.
Counters
C Murphy & T D’Arcy
Matthew 2:1-18 tells this story: Herod was
Music
??Matt Heffernan & Choir
Acolyte
Sean McCambridge
“greatly troubled” when astrologers from the east
Eucharistic Ministers R Healey, J Ubrihien
came asking the whereabouts of “the newborn
M Rheinberger, F Farrell
king of the Jews,” whose star they had seen. They
were told that the Jewish Scriptures named
Bethlehem as the place where the Messiah would
Wise Words: Not all of us can be rich,
be born. Herod cunningly told them to report
wise, famous… yet, all of us - yes, all of us back to him so that he could also “do him
- are called to be saints.– St. Josemaria
homage.” They found Jesus, offered him their
Escriva
gifts and, warned by an angel, avoided Herod on
their way home. Jesus escaped to Egypt.
Sunday Mass Times
Herod became furious and “ordered the massacre
Bemboka - Saturdays 6pm Vigil Mass
of all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity
Candelo - 1st, 3rd & 5th Sat. - 6pm Vigil Mass two years old and under.” The horror of the
massacre and the devastation of the mothers and
Candelo - 2nd, 4th Sunday - 9.30am Mass
fathers led Matthew to quote Jeremiah: “A voice
Tathra - Sundays - 7.45am Mass
was heard in Ramah, sobbing and loud
Bega - Sundays - 9.30am Mass
lamentation; Rachel weeping for her
children…” (Matthew 2:18). Rachel was the wife
Weekdays
of Jacob/Israel. She is pictured as weeping at the
Tuesday
5.30pm Bega
place where the Israelites were herded together
Wednesday 9.00am Tathra, 5.30pm Bega.
by the conquering Assyrians for their march into
Thursday
9.00am Bega
captivity.
3rd Thurs.
11.00am Hillgrove House
3rd Fri
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The Holy Innocents are few, in comparison to the
Friday
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genocide and abortion of our day. But even if
4:30-5:30pm Bega ‘Holy Hour of Mercy’ there had been only one, we recognize the
Saturday
9.00am Bega
greatest treasure God put on the earth—a human
person, destined for eternity and graced by Jesus’
Sacrament of Penance/Reconciliation
death and resurrection.
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before vigil Mass
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WE COME TO THE last Sunday before Christmas and
the Mass readings speak about the preparations that God
made for Jesus to be born among us and as one of us.
First, the incident is taking place in Nazareth, not
exactly the centre of the earth, or even of Palestine. A
future disciple of Jesus will be heard to say with not a
little cynicism, “Can anything good come from Nazareth?” Truly in the eyes of the more
sophisticated it was something of a backwater. Yet this is the place God chooses to enter our world
– not Rome, not Athens, nor any of the other great centres of power, culture and learning in the
world of the time.
“Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with you!” How did Mary react to such an extraordinary
salutation? The Gospel says that she was “greatly troubled” and well she might be. As a young and
probably illiterate girl in an obscure little town what could the words possibly mean? ‘Full of
grace’ really means that she is being showered with God’s special favours. It is more something
that is happening to her than something she already has. The nature of that favour is expressed in
what follows – she is to become the mother of a son whom she will call Jesus (a word which
means ‘Saviour’) and who will be a King “of whose kingdom there will be no end”. What an
extraordinary thing to be told!
What really disturbs Mary is that, although she is already betrothed
to Joseph, she is not yet fully married to him. In other words she is
not having conjugal relations with him as his wife and so how, in the
normal course of events, can she possibly become a mother? It will
happen because the conception will be the work of God, the
“overshadowing of the Spirit”, so that the child who is born will be,
in a very special sense, the Son of God. He will also, of course, be
fully the son of Mary. In this way we have the deep theological
mystery of the Incarnation expressed in the language of a story that
even the simplest can follow. Jesus will be at the same time someone
who is fully divine and fully human. Jesus will be the unique bridge
between God and his creation. He will be a human person “like us in
all things but sin”. He will also, through his whole life, his words
and actions, be the “splendour of the Father”.
Paradoxically, the divine in Jesus will appear in the finest moments of his humanity: healing the
sick and bringing sinners back to reconciliation with God. But it is through Mary that this becomes
possible and it is this which makes her unique among women.
The implication of this passage for us in today’s Mass is that Mary, who, with Joseph, was of the
house of David is the new temple where God lives. A fitting place, a place of perfection without
any trace of sin or evil. And, indeed, one of the titles we give to Mary in the Litany of Our Lady is
“Ark of the Covenant”. Later on, Paul will remind Christians that each one of them is now a
temple of God, of the Spirit of Jesus. In the New Covenant there is no
Continued over page

longer any temple building but – in the words of Paul – “you are God’s temple”, a temple of which
each one is a constitutive part. The House of David continues in the Church, the Body of Christ. As
a reassurance that what seems impossible can take place, Mary is reminded that her elderly cousin,
well past the age of bearing children, is going to be a mother also. She is already six months
pregnant. “With God nothing will be impossible.”
In a great leap of faith and trust in the angel’s message, Mary gives an unequivocal, an
unconditional ‘Yes’. “Behold, I am the slave girl of the Lord; let it be to me according to your
word.” She had yet to learn what that ‘Yes’ would involve but it was made unconditionally and it
was never withdrawn.
Through a life of trials and tribulations, of which we know surely only a fraction, right up to those
terrible moments as she stood beneath the Cross and saw her only Son die in agony and shame as a
public criminal, she never once withdrew that ‘Yes’.
There is clearly a message there for us. We too have been called in our own special way to give
birth to Jesus in our lives and in our environment. We too have been called to say ‘Yes’, an
unconditional ‘Yes’ to following Jesus. Now, as we approach the celebration of Christmas, is the
time for us to renew that pledge with Mary’s help and example.

Baptisms This Weekend:

Klara Anna Williams & Tania Maree White
Feast Mary, Holy Mary Mother of God: Mass, January 1st, St
Patrick’s 9:30am. Please Note—there is no Midnight Mass on 31st Dec.
Parish Office Hours January. Due to school holidays the I will be varying office
hours in January. 2nd, 4th, 22nd & 25th—Normal Times; 8th-19th Varied. Thank you for
support over the last 12 months. Tanya
A big thank you to the parish for the wonderful farewell gift of $2 600.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you all and Thank You for all the
love and support you have given me over the last 5 years.
Fr Michael.
ROSARY
Tathra - 7:20am before Sunday Mass
Bega - 9am before Sunday Mass
Our Lady’s Grotto—St Patrick’s Church
every 1st Wednesday of the month 6pm
all are welcome.

BENEDICTION.
Bega - 1st Sun. of the Month after 9:30 Mass
Candelo - 1st Saturday after 6pm Vigil.
Bemboka - 2nd Saturday at 5:30pm
Tathra - 1st Wednesday after 9am Mass

St. Pat’s Choir pr actices Thur s 5.15—
6pm Contacts Mary 64921850 or Matt
0429 338 348.

MENS’ GROUP: for tnightly on Thursdays
Contact David Grainger: 0409 430 997

Meditation & Contemplative Prayer
Meeting is held on Monday at 7.30pm in the
annex of Star of the Sea Church at Tathra.
Sunday Readings Reflection Group
Tuesday at 7pm Star of the Sea Tathra.
All Welcome.

St Patrick’s Sacramental
programme 2018
Baptisms—During Mass, 1 month notice
First Reconciliation—7th November
First Eucharist—31st May
Weddings—by appointment, 6 months notice
required.
Please contact the Parish Office.

RECENTLY DECEASED Fr Paul Tar pey, J oan O’Reagan, Philip Ward, Dimitry
Tiutiunnik (Mary Plevey’s father) Joan Talbot, Mary Porrill, Sr M Elizabeth Couch
ANNIVERSARIES Pam Collins, Carr ie, Eric & Neville Tur nbull, Alan Hanscombe,
Mick Tygh, Ken Lehman, WD Heffernan, Win Storman, Molly Heffernan
Seeking the Mind of Christ: You are invited to a living encounter and a life transforming
experience with the Lord Jesus and the Holy Spirit from the 9th to the 11th February 2018. 9th- St
Monica's Church: Evatt fr om 7—9pm. 10th & 11th - St Brigid's Church: Dickson fr om 10am
to 5.30pm. Conducted by Br Lalith Perera, Archbishop Christopher & Fr Ken Barker with support
from Fr Bernie Patterson & Loi Viovicente. Lunch will be available at a nominal price or BYO. A
crèche is available. Contact: Shan 0412 310364; Karen 0402 160401; Sean 0448 510237.
Renaissance of Marriage - National Catholic Leadership Conference: Featuring Dr
Gregory Bottaro (USA), Christina King (USA), Bishop Eugene Hurley, Jonathan Doyle, Robert
Falzon, Archbishop Anthony Fisher, Byron & Francine Pirola and many more. Feb 16-17, 2018 |
Sydney (UNDA) For more information www.rom.org.au

Tribunal of the Catholic Church: “Have you experienced a marriage breakdown and
question the validity of this marriage within the Catholic Church?” The Church reaches out in
support of those whose marriage has broken down while upholding the permanence of a true
Christian marriage. The Archdiocesan Tribunal is available to sensitively assist those who
have experienced a marriage breakdown. If you are divorced or in the process of finalising
your divorce and would like to find out further information about the validity of your
marriage within the Catholic Church and the annulment process, please contact the Tribunal
on 6201 9802 or by email at tribunal@cg.catholic.org.au. All enquiries remain confidential to
the Tribunal.

Christmas Mass Collections.
1st Collection - as usual , Christmas offering envelopes.
2nd Collection Archbishop's Christmas

Appeal —Funds will be split with the ecumenical
Christmas bowl appeal and its work in Australia,
the Wilcannia Forbes Diocese and the Wilcannia
Hub project supporting young indigenous families,
the Diocese of Otukpo, Nigeria and the Philippines
for a Diocesan Seminary. Also support towards
providing a school bus to transport young children
to school from poor villages in La Salette Matha
Province, India, and student assistance for those in
need at Bethlehem University in the Holy Land.
Please be generous.

Christmas Mass Times 2017
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Vigil
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